Lesson 25:  God Gave the Ten Commandments


Review:


-  

A. Introduction

The Israelites, like us, were born sinners, unable to please God.

It is amazing that, as sinful as we are, we still think that we are able God.

· Israel was sure they could keep their part of God’s covenant with them.

· We are the same today – how often have you heard someone say, “oh, I just live by the Ten Commandments”?

Yet, another piece of evidence that we are sinners is that we hate to be told what to do – we like to be the ones in charge.

But the Ten Commandments were given to us by our sovereign Creator who knew:

· That we could not keep His laws.

· That we needed His sovereign standard of righteousness.

· And that by considering His righteous standard we could then see our own sinfulness.

B. The first commandment

Exo 20:3  "You shall have no other gods before me.
In the first commandment, God said that He and only He should be everyone’s God.


This means that people should worship only Him.

· The word “worship” comes from the word “worth.”

· Only God is worthy of adoration and complete allegiance.

He must be the absolute and only leader – above all others in people’s lives.

· God will not allow anyone or anything else to share His place as God.

· People must not depend on anyone or anything except Him for everything they need in this life or for life after death.

· They must not worship anyone or anything else.

· They must give God the highest place in their thoughts and give Him praise and thanks for everything.

· Mat 22:36  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 

· Mat 22:37  And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
· Mat 22:38  This is the great and first commandment.
Isa 45:5  I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; 

Nothing and no one else should take God’s place in our lives.

· If a person puts anyone else in God’s place, that is rebellion and sin.

· Even if we say with our lips that God is our ruler, yet we do not give Him the first place in our hearts all of the time, we have still broken this commandment.

· Note:  Adam deliberately turned away from giving God first place in his life.  Adam went his own way instead of God’s way.  All the descendants of Adam have gone their own way.  No one has allowed God to rule every part of his life,  

· Our ancestors disobeyed this first command of God.  They put the idols and spirits in God’s place, and Satan took God’s place in their lives.  

· Today, many people are putting themselves in God’s place – even to the point of calling this act of rebellion against God their religion.  This religion (humanism) teaches that exaltation of man to the place which belongs only to God, giving man the idea that he can have the position of ruler and controller of his own destiny, giving man the credit for all achievements.

· Satan is the father of lies, and this lie is highly appealing to the ego of man.  Satan appeals to man’s weaknesses, knowing all the while that this very sin is like the one which caused Satan and his followers to be removed forever from their positions of service before God in Heaven.  He knows, too. That he and all his followers will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire.  

· Maybe you wouldn’t call yourself a humanist; you just want to make your own decisions.  If you have even leaned on your ideas and desires instead of looking to God, you have broken the first commandment.

· Have you ever given people full credit for something without giving any thought to God’s part in what was done?  If you have, you have broken this commandment.  (Duet 8:17-20)

· Have you ever looked for advice in a horoscope or ascribed any significance to the signs of the zodiac?  If so, you have broken this commandment.

· Have sports, family, home, money, possessions, work, position, social status, appearances, retirement, or anything else ever become more important to you than God?  If your answer is yes, you have broken this commandment.

None of us has continually put God first in everything.

· Note:  this is NOT something you must try to do in order to be saved.  Rather this is something which none of us have done and that we are not capable of doing what God commands.

The punishment for disobeying this first command is separation form God.

We are all guilty of breaking it.

C. The second commandment.

Exo 20:4  "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

Exo 20:5  You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 

Exo 20:6  but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.
God gave this second commandment to the Israelites so they would always remember that He is supreme and sovereign – greater that all the things He has created.

· Note:  God is spirit, He does not have a material body, He had not beginning and will have no end, He is everywhere all the time, He knows everything, He is all-powerful, He is absolutely holy and perfect.  He is supreme – greater than all.  No part of God’s creation, no man-made idol is worthy of worship – only God is to be worshiped.

· No one knows what God looks like, so God said that we should never try to make anything, which we think resembles Him.  The only way anyone can know what God is like is to let Him teach them through this book, the Bible.  Anything different from what the Bible says is a lie of Satan.

· How important it is for us to know what the Bible says about God!  Though we do not see Him now with our eyes, we can learn about Him through His Word.  God wants us to know Him!  That is why He has given us the Bible.  The things we learn from the Bible about God are true.  Because the Bible says that God is sovereign, holy, righteous, loving, gracious, merciful, unchanging, all-powerful, all-knowing, and everywhere all the time, we can know for sure that God is exactly like this.  Because the Bible teaches us that God demands death penalty for all sin, we can know for sure that this is the truth.

· All over the world, Satan has led people away from the true knowledge of God.  They no longer know the true and living God.  Satan has given other things in the place of God.  People have followed their own ideas and other people’s thoughts of what they think God must be like.

· Perhaps you might be thinking that today this commandment, which talks about idols, pertains only to foreign cultures.  But a closer look reveals that right here in our culture, people are worshiping man-made representations of things they think will bring them favor with God.  In their minds, they assign to these man-made things powers that really belong only to God.

All who worship man-made things that they think represent God have broken this command of God and are condemned.

· Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 

· Rom 1:19  For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 

· Rom 1:20  For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 

· Rom 1:21  For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

· Rom 1:22  Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 

· Rom 1:23  and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.
Again, in Isaiah, God tells us, Isa 42:8  I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.
D. The third commandment

Exo 20:7  "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
In the third commandment, God told the Israelites that they must always respect God, acknowledging that He is their Creator and rightful ruler, and never speak or use His name in a careless way.

· God is the almighty Creator and ruler of everyone and everything.  

· Everyone should fear God and realize that He has the power to take our lives and to destroy us all in everlasting punishment.
· Note:  It is wrong to say evil things about people or to refuse to give them the respect they deserve.  A child should show respect for his or her parents.  A wife and husband should show respect for one another.  A young person should show respect for his or her elders.

· Careless, disrespectful words have become socially acceptable in our society.  We hear them spoken even against our leaders.  The concepts of respect for human leadership – parents, teachers, government officials – has been all but forgotten as people use their “free speech” to say whatever they please without regard for others.

· To insult a human being is bad, but how much more evil it is when we have shown disrespect for the true and living God or used the name of God in an incorrect way.

All who have not given God the respect He deserves are condemned.

E. The fourth commandment

Exo 20:8  "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Exo 20:9  Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 

Exo 20:10  but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 

Exo 20:11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
In the fourth commandment, God told them to keep the seventh day as a special day of rest in honor of Him, the one who created all things in six days.

· Do you remember what God did on the seventh day, the day after He finished creating the world?

· God rested because He had finished everything that He had planned to make.

· Note:  The Lord told Israel that they should rest every seventh day so they would remember that God alone is the Creator of all the earth and everything in it.  God is the only rightful owner of this world.  Satan and His demons have taken over this world for their own, but it does not rightfully belong to them.

· God gives life to all things.  He gives the rain and the sunshine on the earth so everything will grow.  He alone is the Creator, owner, and provider of all things.  Satan is in control of most of the people in this world, but the world still belongs to God.

· Psa 24:1  A Psalm of David. The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, 

· Psa 24:2  for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers.
· Psa 33:8  Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! 

· Psa 33:9  For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.
F. The fifth commandment

Exo 20:12  "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.
In the fifth commandment, God said that children must respect and obey their parents.

· Eph 6:1  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

· Eph 6:2  "Honor your father and mother" (this is the first commandment with a promise), 

· Eph 6:3  "that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land." 

· Eph 6:4  Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
If they do not, they are sinning against their Creator. 

Anyone who disobeys this command is sinning against God.

None of us have obeyed our parents completely.

· Talking back

· Ignoring them when they speak

· Arguing with them

· Disobeying them

· Crying to get our own way

· Pouting

· Giving them the silent treatment

· Criticizing them

· Thinking any negative thoughts

We have all broken this commandment.

· Remember, even if we obeyed nine of the commandments and disobeyed one, God will still condemn us.

· Furthermore, God expects us to obey these commandments from the time we are born until we die.

· On act of disobedience will be punished by everlasting separation from God.
G. The sixth commandment

Exo 20:13  "You shall not murder.

In the sixth commandment, God told them that to kill someone is sin against God.

· He is the Creator of all people.

· He gives life to every person.

· No one has the right to take another person’s life unless God says so in His word.  For example, God gives governments the authority to take the life of a murderer (Romans 13:1-5), but we’re not going to get into that.
God also makes it very clear in His Word that, if a person hates someone, he has committed murder in his heart.

God says that, if a person wishes to kill someone, he is already a murderer and is condemned by God.

Mat 5:21  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.' 

Mat 5:22  But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire.

· If we curse a person, we have committed murder.

· God judges us, not just by what we do, but by what we really want to do.

· God knows our motives because God knows our hearts.

Heb 4:12  For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

Heb 4:13  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

H. The seventh commandment

Exo 20:14  "You shall not commit adultery.

In the seventh commandment, God says that it is sin to have any sexual relationship with anyone except one’s own wife or husband.


The punishment for all sexual sin is everlasting separation from God.

· Note:  After God created Adam; He gave Eve to him to be his wife.  God said that, because they were married, they were no longer two people before Him.  They were now just like one person.  Husband and wife belong to one another, and they must live only with one another.

· Many people today will tell you that this commandment is old-fashioned and out-of-date.  But God does not change.  Sin is still sin. God has not changed His mind about adultery.


Adultery and all types of sexual sins are also committed in the mind.

Mat 5:27  "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 

Mat 5:28  But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
God says that if we look at someone other that our own spouse and want to have any type of sexual relationship with that person, them we have already broken this commandment.

· When we do this, we have sinned against God.

· He knows every one of our thoughts.

· Every sin sell be judged, even if it was only committed in the mind.

I. The eighth commandment

Exo 20:15  "You shall not steal.
In the eighth commandment, God said they must never take anything belonging to someone else.

· God is the one who gives each person the right to own and to keep his own property.

· Act 17:25  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.
· If a person takes something which belongs to someone else, then he has sinned against God.

Even if a person desires or plans to steal something but doesn’t do it because he is afraid of being caught, he is still guilty of stealing before God.

God will never forgive sin until it is paid for in full.

God will punish all sinners for the evil things which they planned to do even though they were not able to or simply did not do them.

· Luk 12:2  Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.
· 1Co 4:5  Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.
J. The ninth commandment

Exo 20:16  "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
In the ninth commandment, God said that they must always tell the truth about everything.


God never lies, and He commands us not to lie.

· Note:  Satan is the greatest liar.  He lied to Adam and Eve in the garden.  He lied to our forefathers and is still telling lies to people all over the world.

· Joh 8:44  You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
· Note:  Some people make false accusations against other people.  The motive behind these lies may be jealousy or anger or hatred; the lies are intended to cause the other person harm.

· Some people start rumors and make up stories.  Others carry them on and add to them.  Many people like to gossip.  All of this is lying and is sin against God.

· What about white lies?  There are not such things.  A lie is a lie.  God hates lying and will punish all liars.

K. The tenth commandment

Exo 20:17  "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's."
God’s tenth commandment said that they must not covet, that is, want what other people have.

· This was also Satan’s sin.  He was proud and envious of God’s position.

· Note:  Many people are greedy and jealous of others’ possessions.  They dislike those who have more things than they have, and they covey other people’s property.   They are never satisfied with what they have.  In their minds, they are angry because they don’t have what someone else has.

· Instead of being satisfied, many people have the urge to continually “upgrade.”  They base their ambitions upon what they think others already possess.

· For many, this is a subtle sin.  “Keeping up with the Joneses” is really just another form of coveting.

· Today, advertising goads people in to coveting.  Day in and day out, we are faced with pressure to want more and to buy more, so we can be like the image portrayed on the television or the printed page.  Why are so many people deeply in debt with credit cards?  Coveting has become a mark of prestige and social status in our culture.

L. Conclusion

These are the Ten Commandments which God gave to the Israelites.

God’s commandments are the same for all people, everywhere.

Remember, if we try to repay people for the wrongs we have done them or if we bring an offering to church to pay for the sin of adultery, that does not mean our sun debt to God has been paid.

The payment for sin is death, everlasting separation from God in the place of punishment which He prepared for Satan and his angels.

All sin will be punished by God.

The first commandment 20:3

This was a call to monotheism and faithfulness to the Lord. Israel was to have no other

gods besides Yahweh. He was not just to be the first among several but the only One (cf.

1 Cor. 10:31; 1 Tim. 2:5; Acts 14:15; James 2:19; 1 John 5:20-21).342

"Yahweh had opened himself to a special relationship with Israel, but that

relationship could develop only if Israel committed themselves to Yahweh

alone. Yahweh had rescued them and freed them, delivered them and

guided them, then come to them. The next step, if there was to be a next

step, belonged to them. If they were to remain in his Presence, they were

not to have other gods."343

The second commandment 20:4-6

"As the first commandment forbids any association with other gods to

those who would be Yahweh's, the second commandment and the two that

follow it set special dimensions of their relationship with him."344

This was a prohibition against making images or likenesses of Yahweh. God did not

forbid making pictures or images of creatures per se. Any likeness of God demeans Him

and retards rather than advances His worship. By making an image of a god people put

themselves in a position of sovereignty over the deity. God wanted His people to accept

their place as the creatures of the Creator. The Israelite who made an image of Yahweh

would put himself or herself in the position of creator and Yahweh in the place of created

thing. Furthermore he or she would face temptation to confuse the image with God and

worship it rather than Him.

The consequences of disobedience to this command would continue for a few

generations, as the later history of Israel proved. However obedience to it would result in

blessing for limitless generations (cf. Deut. 7:9-10).

"Yahweh's jealousy is a part of his holiness (Exod 34:14) and is demanded

by what he is. It is justified by the fact that it comes only upon those who,

having promised to have no God but him, have gone back on that promise.

Those who do so show that they 'hate' him, that they hold him in

341Johnson, p. 69.

342Sailhamer, The Pentateuch . . ., pp. 284-85, argued that the first commandment comprises verses 3-6, the

second verse 7, etc., and the tenth commandment begins, "You shall not covet your neighbor's wife" in

verse 17b. Most scholars do not accept this view.

343Durham, p. 285.

344Ibid.
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contempt: upon them in result must come a deserved judgment, across

four generations."345

"The use of images and the human control of the god that was a part of

their use would infringe on the freedom of Yahweh to manifest himself

when and how he sovereignly determined. By prohibiting the one means

by which the gods of the people around Israel supposedly manifested

themselves Israel was protected from the assimilation of foreign religious

values, and the prohibition of images played a significant role in the

successful survival of Israel's religion. It seems clear that the prohibition

of images both in practice and in its theological basis is but another

example of the fundamentally different religious value-system that

distinguished Israel from her ancient Near Eastern contemporaries."346

"Through sacrifice to the idol, large amounts of material productivity were

funneled into the control of the Canaanite priestly and royal classes. The

idol was therefore a kind of tax or tribute gathering device. In this context,

Israelite hostility to cultic images yields to a possible two-fold

interpretation. First, by repudiating the cultic image, Israel rid itself of an

important source of wealth for the ruling classes, thereby thwarting

possible internal programs seeking to reestablish political hierarchy.

Second, frontier Israel was insured that agricultural goods used in cultic

sacrifice would be circulated back into the producing community [cf.

Deut. 12:5-7; 26:12-15]. An imageless cult was one way of enhancing

political and economic self-sufficiency."347

The third commandment 20:7

Taking God's name in vain means using the name of God in a common way. The name of

God represents the person of God. The Israelites were to show respect for the person of

God by their use of His name. They were not to use it simply for emphasis or for any

unworthy objective in their speech (cf. Matt. 5:33-37; James 5:12).

"The third commandment is directed not toward Yahweh's protection, but

toward Israel's. Yahweh's name, specifically the tetragrammaton but in

principle all Yahweh's names and titles, must be honored, blessed, praised,

celebrated, invoked, pronounced, and so shared. To treat Yahweh's name

with disrespect is to treat his gift lightly, to underestimate his power, to

scorn his Presence, and to misrepresent to the family of humankind his

very nature as 'The One Who Always Is.'"348

345Ibid., p. 287.

346Edward M. Curtis, "The Theological Basis for the Prohibition of Images in the Old Testament," Journal

of the Evangelical Theological Society 28:3 (September 1985):287.

347James M. Kennedy, "The Social Background of Early Israel's Rejection of Cultic Images: A Proposal,"

Biblical Theology Bulletin 17:4 (October 1987):138.

348Durham, p. 288.
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The fourth commandment 20:8-11

The Sabbath was the seventh day, Saturday. This day was to be a day of rest for Israel

because God ceased from His creation activity on the seventh day (Gen. 2:3). God

blessed it and made it holy (v. 11) in that He made it different from the other days of the

week for Israel.

This is the only one of the Ten Commandments not reiterated for the church in the New

Testament. Traditionally the church has celebrated the first day of the week as a

memorial to Jesus Christ's resurrection, which event is the ground of our rest (Rom.

4:25).349

The fifth commandment 20:12

"The first four commandments set forth the principles guiding Israel's

relationship to Yahweh; and the last six commandments set forth the

principles guiding Israel's relationship with the covenant community, and

more broadly, with the human family. As the second, third, and fourth

commandments are in many ways extensions of the first commandment,

the first four commandments are the foundation for the final six

commandments. And all of the commandments, as principles governing

covenant relationships, are founded on the ultimate OT statement of

relationship, which stands as prologue to the ten commandments: 'I am

Yahweh, your God' . . . Because Yahweh is, and is Israel's God, Israel

both is and must become a certain and special people."350

All Israelites were to honor their parents because parents are God's representatives to

their children in God's administrative order. Thus the fifth commandment is as

foundational to commandments six through ten as the first commandment is to

commandments two through four. The Israelites were to honor God because He had

given them life, and they were to honor their parents because they were His instruments

in giving them life. The promise of long life in the Promised Land is a reminder that God

gave the command to Israelites. The Apostle Paul repeated this responsibility as binding

on the church in Ephesians 6:1-3 but changed the command to "obey," as well as the

promise (cf. Matt. 15:3-4; Col. 3:20).351

349See Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, "The Sabbath Controversy," Biblical Research Monthly 49:4 (July-

August 1984):15-16; Gerhard Hasel, "The Sabbath in the Pentateuch," in The Sabbath in Scripture and

History, pp. 21-43; and Merrill F. Unger, "The Significance of the Sabbath," Bibliotheca Sacra 123:489

(January 1966):53-59.

350Durham, p. 290.

351See Maurice E. Wagner, "How to Honor Your Parents When They've Hurt You," Psychology for Living

28:6 (June 1986):12-14.
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The sixth commandment 20:13

God did not forbid killing per se. ).352 The Hebrew word used here specifies murder, not

just killing. He commanded capital punishment and some war. The Israelites were to

execute murderers and others under the Mosaic Law. However, He prohibited taking a

human life without divine authorization. This included suicide (cf. John 3:15

The seventh commandment 20:14

Adultery is sexual intercourse when one or both partners are married (or engaged, under

Israelite law; cf. Deut. 22:23-29) to someone else. Adultery destroys marriage and the

home, the foundations of society (cf. Matt. 5:27-28; 1 Cor. 6:9-20). Adultery is an act,

not a state. People commit adultery; they do not live in adultery, except in the sense that

they may continually practice it.

The eighth commandment 20:15

Since stealing of any kind and under any circumstances was wrong, clearly God approved

of private ownership of goods in Israel. Israel was somewhat socialistic economically, but

it was not communistic (cf. Eph. 4:28).

The ninth commandment 20:16

Social order depends on truthful speech (cf. Lev. 19:11; Col. 3:9-10).

The tenth commandment 20:17

It is specifically what belongs to one's neighbor and is not for sale, contrasted with

something for sale, that is the focus of this command. A legitimate desire is not the same

as coveting, which is an obsessive desire. Coveting is the root attitude from which every

sin in word or deed against a neighbor springs (cf. Eph. 5:3). The five categories of the

most valuable possessions the neighbor could have represent all that he has.

". . . none of the Ten Commandments reappear in the New Testament for

this age of grace as Mosaic legislation. All of the moral principles of the

ten laws do reappear in the New Testament in a framework of grace."353

352See J. P. Morgan, "The Morality of Suicide: Issues and Options," Bibliotheca Sacra 148:590 (April-June

1991):214-30.

353Roy L. Aldrich, "The Mosaic Ten Commandments Compared to Their Restatements in the New

Testament," Bibliotheca Sacra 118:471 (July 1961):257. I have added italicizing for emphasis. See also

Charles C. Ryrie, "The End of the Law," Bibliotheca Sacra 129:495 (July-September 1967):239-47, for an

excellent explanation of the Christian's relationship to the Ten Commandments. Mark Rooker, Leviticus,

pp. 67-77, also included a good discussion of the New Testament and the Law.
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"The influence of the Ten Words on Western morality and law is beyond

calculation. They have come to be recognized as the basis of all public

morality."354

In view of this fact it is especially tragic that it is now illegal to post a copy of the Ten

Commandments in any American public school classroom.
