Lesson 25:  God Gave the Ten Commandments

A. Introduction

The Israelites, like us, were born sinners, unable to please God.

It is amazing that, as sinful as we are, we still think that we are able God.

Yet, another piece of evidence that we are sinners is that we hate to be told what to do – we like to be the ones in charge.

But the Ten Commandments were given to us by our sovereign Creator who knew:

B. The first commandment

Exo 20:3  "You shall have no other gods before me.
In the first commandment, God said that He and only He should be everyone’s God.


This means that people should worship only Him.

He must be the absolute and only leader – above all others in people’s lives.

Isa 45:5  I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; 

Nothing and no one else should take God’s place in our lives.

None of us has continually put God first in everything.

The punishment for disobeying this first command is separation form God.

We are all guilty of breaking it.

C. The second commandment.

Exo 20:4  "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

Exo 20:5  You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 

Exo 20:6  but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.
God gave this second commandment to the Israelites so they would always remember that He is supreme and sovereign – greater that all the things He has created.

All who worship man-made things that they think represent God have broken this command of God and are condemned.

Again, in Isaiah, God tells us, Isa 42:8  I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.
D. The third commandment

Exo 20:7  "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.
In the third commandment, God told the Israelites that they must always respect God, acknowledging that He is their Creator and rightful ruler, and never speak or use His name in a careless way.

All who have not given God the respect He deserves are condemned.

E. The fourth commandment

Exo 20:8  "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Exo 20:9  Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 

Exo 20:10  but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 

Exo 20:11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
In the fourth commandment, God told them to keep the seventh day as a special day of rest in honor of Him, the one who created all things in six days.

F. The fifth commandment

Exo 20:12  "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.
In the fifth commandment, God said that children must respect and obey their parents.

If they do not, they are sinning against their Creator. 

Anyone who disobeys this command is sinning against God.

None of us have obeyed our parents completely.

We have all broken this commandment.

G. The sixth commandment

Exo 20:13  "You shall not murder.

In the sixth commandment, God told them that to kill someone is sin against God.

God also makes it very clear in His Word that, if a person hates someone, he has committed murder in his heart.

God says that, if a person wishes to kill someone, he is already a murderer and is condemned by God.

Mat 5:21  "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.' 

Mat 5:22  But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire.
H. The seventh commandment

Exo 20:14  "You shall not commit adultery.

In the seventh commandment, God says that it is sin to have any sexual relationship with anyone except one’s own wife or husband.


The punishment for all sexual sin is everlasting separation from God.


Adultery and all types of sexual sins are also committed in the mind.

Mat 5:27  "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 

Mat 5:28  But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

I. The eighth commandment

Exo 20:15  "You shall not steal.
In the eighth commandment, God said they must never take anything belonging to someone else.

Even if a person desires or plans to steal something but doesn’t do it because he is afraid of being caught, he is still guilty of stealing before God.

God will never forgive sin until it is paid for in full.

God will punish all sinners for the evil things which they planned to do even though they were not able to or simply did not do them.

J. The ninth commandment

Exo 20:16  "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
In the ninth commandment, God said that they must always tell the truth about everything.


God never lies, and He commands us not to lie.

K. The tenth commandment

Exo 20:17  "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's."
God’s tenth commandment said that they must not covet, that is, want what other people have.

L. Conclusion

These are the Ten Commandments which God gave to the Israelites.

God’s commandments are the same for all people, everywhere.

Remember, if we try to repay people for the wrongs we have done them or if we bring an offering to church to pay for the sin of adultery, that does not mean our sun debt to God has been paid.

The payment for sin is death, everlasting separation from God in the place of punishment which He prepared for Satan and his angels.

All sin will be punished by God.

