Lesson 4:  God Created the Heavens and the Earth – Part 1

A. Introduction  Many theories exist about what happened in the beginning.


Big bang?  Darwin/evolution?  Creation?
· we won't be able to take the time to discuss the various theories in detail.


We will examine what God has told us in the Bible about creation.


· The things taught in Genesis are upheld throughout the rest of Scripture.

· God never changed His mind about His record of creation.


Genesis has often been criticized as being a book of myths.

· evidence has confirmed many details, including names of people and cities back as far as the                       early chapters of Genesis.

· We'll look at some of those discoveries later.

· I'll present Genesis as true history

· We learned that God created the spirits - now we'll study God's creation of the physical universe.


B. "In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth"  Gen 1:1


The word "genesis" means "beginnings" or "origins"

· all things had a beginning.

· nothing/no one (except God) existed before the beginning.

· God created the heavens and earth - meaning "to make out of nothing."

· can you think of anything you can make without first having the materials?

Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 

· God literally made the heavens and the earth out of nothing!

· God alone can make something out of nothing.


How is it possible for God to make the heavens and the earth out of nothing?

· nothing is too hard for God.

Jer 32:17  'Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who has made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.
Psa 147:5  Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure. 

Jer 51:15  "It is he who made the earth by his power, who established the world by his wisdom, and by his understanding stretched out the heavens.

· God's power is beyond our comprehension.

· is there anyone stronger than God? angels, satan, demon? – 


How did God know how to make the heavens and earth?

Rom 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

Rom 11:34  "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?" 

· There is nothing that God doesn't know and completely understand.

· Note – We haven’t even come close to figuring out the human mind.


Why did God create the heavens and the earth?

· To be inhabited.

Isa 45:18  For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): "I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

· For man to glorify God.

Isa 43:7  everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made." 
· He created the heavens for His glory.

Psa 19:1  To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
C. The earth, when it was first created.  Gen 1:2

Gen 1:2  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 


The earth was formless and empty

· We will see God form it


· We will see God fill it


The earth was covered with water

· There was no dry land

· Water covered the entire world

· There was no life anywhere on earth

D. God was ready to create everything.

God is all-powerful, and He is about to unleash His mighty power to create.

· The Bible says that the Spirit of God “moved upon the face of the waters.”

In Henry Morris’ book, The Genesis Record, he notes that the word “move” (raw-khaf) translates as shake, flutter, or hover.

The word suggests the tremendous creative power of God, the Prime Mover of all things

· He alone sets things into motion

· He alone is the source of all energy

E. The first day: Light created

Gen 1:3  And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.


Note – darkness is not the absences of light, God created it


God did NOT create the SOURCE of light (the sun) / He created the light.

· It was created by His spoken word; therefore knowing His spoken word (the Bible) is good.

1Jo 1:5  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

Joh 8:12  Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
Isa 45:7  I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the LORD, who does all these things.


The light that God made was very good.

Gen 1:4  And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.

· Each time God created, He said, “it is good.”

We are not able to make anything perfect.

· Even though things are usable, they still: need repaired, wear out, are replaced by better design

Everything God made was perfect because:

· God is perfect

· God is flawless

· In other words, God is holy

Psa 18:30  This God--his way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true;

Psa 99:3  Let them praise your great and awesome name! Holy is he!
Psa 99:5  Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his footstool! Holy is he!
Psa 99:9  Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the LORD our God is holy!

Isa 6:3  And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!"
God divided the light from the darkness

Gen 1:5  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

· He called the light “day”

· He called the darkness “night”

· This was the first day in the beginning of the world

Note – evening through morning seems like night time, how is this??

Hebrew – Erev – evening – when encroaching darkness began to deny the ability to discern shapes, forms – increasing entropy (increasing disorder)


Boker – morning – perception of order, relief of obscurity – decreasing entropy (decreasing disorder)

Disorder
each day you see this happen – except the 7th day b/c no more creating, therefore no more disorder (erev) to order (boker)



Order

F. The second day:  expanses created

One the second day, God created the air and the sky

Gen 1:6  And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 

Gen 1:7  And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 

Gen 1:8  And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
· Above this expanse is the atmosphere, God placed some of the water from the world He had created.  Not just clouds – water as a vapor placed as a canopy surrounding the earth.  When we teach about the flood we’ll see this process reversed.

G. Conclusion

Unlike man’s theories, God’s written account of creation has not changed.

· He was there before the beginning

· God has told us throughout His Word that He created everything.

· He made everything from nothing.

Questions:

1. Who, in the beginning, created the heavens and the earth? God
2. What did God use to make the heavens and the earth? God didn’t use anything.  He made everything out of nothing.
3. What was the condition of the earth before God began to prepare it for people to live on it?  It was without form and in total darkness; no land and no life.
4. What did God do in order to create everything?  He spoke and commanded that things appear.
