Lesson 2: God Alone

Intro   (review lesson 1)

· We acknowledged that there is an absolute truth

· The Bible claims to be the absolute truth

· Therefore, it’s worthy of studying and then conclude if it’s true or not

· Bible – it claims to be a revelation of God Himself. 

· God is the main character of the Bible / history from God's perspective.

A. Introduction


We are going to learn about God from God Himself.


We will study what He has said about Himself in His Word.

· Sometimes we will study specific statements He has made about Himself.

· Other times we well learn about Him by studying what He does.

· His nature and character are revealed through what He has done in and through events He recorded for us in His Word.

God has given us a wealth of knowledge about Himself.  Why? Because He wants us to know Him!
Jer 9:23  (EVS)Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 

Jer 9:24  but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD."

How great is God?


- How important is HE?


- Did he have a beginning?


- Will he have an end?


- Where did He come from?


- What does God need?


Let’s see how God answered these questions in His Word, the Bible.
B. God is eternal.


(meaning - no beginning and no end)
Gen 1:1  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

God gave us these words so that we would know there was a beginning to all things.
All of the following had a specific beginning:


universe
earth


angels

Devil


plants

animals


people

Everything that we can see and everything that we know about but can't see had a beginning - except God Himself.

Psa 90:2  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 


There never was a time when God did not exist.


He did not have a beginning


He was not created


He has always been alive


He has always been and will always be the same


God can never die / He never has an end.

C. God is a Trinity.  

Although there is only one God, there are three persons who are equally God.  Father - Son - Holy Spirit.  This is how God describes Himself.
Gen 1:26  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
Take a look at the pronouns - "us" and "our"

Also note: Gen1:1 the Hebrew word for God (el-o-heem) is a plural word. 


Who are these three persons?
Mat 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

This verse names the three persons (Father- Son - Holy Spirit)


D. God is completely independent of everything and everyone.

· Because God alone existed before all things 

· There is no human that is completely independent.
What does God need?

· nothing (again - he existed before anything) He doesn't need food, air, water, the sun, sleep, etc.
What does God know?

· He doesn't need anyone to teach Him.  He possesses all knowledge (omniscient)

Isa 40:28  Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
· Every human will eventually run out of answers – to God, there is no end.

Rom 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

Rom 11:34  "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?" 

· God has the answers and reveals them to us.
What about us?
Could we have been born w/o parents?


Could we have survived as infants w/o care?


Could we become productive adults w/o someone teaching us?


How long could we live w/o food, water, oxygen, sleep, etc.


E. God is Spirit.

God does not need the earth to live on and the many other things, which we humans need because God does not have a body as we do.

Joh 4:24  God is spirit

· God does not have flesh and bones like humans, animals, etc.

· Because He does not have a material body, He does not have bodily needs.

· We cannot comprehend one who has such ability, yet has not material body.

· He is not just a ‘’force,” He is the God who has personally given us His Word so we can know Him.

F. God is in all places at the same time.

Where is God?

Where was He before everything else existed?

We cannot see God, and we cannot know where He is unless He tells us.

· Through our study of the Bible, you will see repeatedly that God is everywhere.

· God made everything, and He is present everywhere.

· He is NOT “in everything.”

· He is the Creator, distinct from His creation.

· God fills the universe

Jer 23:23  "Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 

Jer 23:24  Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD.

A little boy once said, “God is so big He doesn’t have to go anywhere.”


God and God alone is able to be everywhere all the time. Since God is everywhere all the time, is there any place you can be or go where He is not?

· Is there any place you can “hide” from God?

Psa 139:7  Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

Psa 139:8  If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

Psa 139:9  If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

Psa 139:10  even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 

Psa 139:11  If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night," 

Psa 139:12  even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you.

Pro 15:3  The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.
G. God alone was before all things; He alone is greater than all; God is SOVEREIGN

God is beyond our comprehension.

Rom 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

Rom 11:34  "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?" 

Rom 11:35  "Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?" 

Rom 11:36  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
· We cannot comprehend one who had no beginning and will no end.

· We cannot imagine one who is three persons in one.
· We cannot understand one who is never in need of anything.
· We cannot fathom one who knows everything.
· We are unable to know what it is like to be everywhere at the same time.
Jer 10:6  There is none like you, O LORD; you are great, and your name is great in might.

We must simply admit that there is one who is infinitely greater than all – who is in every way superior to us. 

The way we describe God’s infinite superiority is to say that God is SOVEREIGN.

Webster’s dictionary / sovereign – chief, highest, supreme in power, etc…

The Bible often refers to God as “The Most High.”

Psa 83:18  that they may know that you alone, whose name is the LORD, are the Most High over all the earth.


H. Conclusion

God is great beyond our imagination.

God alone can tell us about the beginning.

· Only God was there in the beginning.

· God is greater than all and more important than all; He is the Most High.  He is sovereign.

Questions:

1. Was there ever a time when God was not living?  No
2. What does God need in order to exist?  Nothing
3. Does God have a body?  No

4. How many Gods are there?  One
5. Who are the three living beings who are the one God?  God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

6. Is there some remote place you could go on this earth or in this galaxy or universe that God would not be? No
7. What do you mean when we say God is sovereign?  He alone is ruler, chief, supreme power, answers to no one.  He is the Most High.

GOD						MAN


GOD had no beginning, will have no end.		Man is born and dies.





		GOD					MAN


GOD is a Trinity of three persons		MAN is only one person





		GOD						MAN


GOD needs nothing				MAN needs food, water, air, sleep, etc…





GOD knows everything			MAN needs to be taught





		GOD					MAN


GOD is Spirit and has no material body.	MAN has a material body.





		GOD					MAN


GOD is everywhere all the time.		MAN is only in one place at a time.





		GOD					MAN


GOD is greater than all and more impor-	MAN should be under God’s authority


tant than all; He is the highest authority	and listen to everything God says. 








