Lesson 28:  Israel in the Promised Land under Judges and Kings


Review:

· We saw the results of unbelief (the Israelites didn’t enter the promised land)

· We saw God’s judgment, grace, mercy, and faithfulness to unfaithful Israel.

· We saw the brazen serpent which will be used for presenting the story of Christ’s death on the cross for sinners.

A. Introduction

The Israelites had wandered around in the wilderness for forty years, and all the generation who refused to believe that the Lord could give them the promised land had died.

This was God’s punishment on them because they refused to believe His words.

· Note:  Just as the Israelites were given God’s words by Moses, so we are given God’s words as we study together.  We have the Bible readily available to us; we can read and study it on our own if we wish.  Do you think God holds us responsible for what we know about Him?  God gives us His Word so that we might believe Him.  If we refuse to believe God, we , like the Israelites, will die in our sins.

· Heb 3:17  And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 

Heb 3:18  And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 

Heb 3:19  So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief.

Heb 4:1  Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 

Heb 4:2  For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened.
B. Joshua led Israel into Canaan.

Just as God said they would, Moses and Aaron also died before Israel entered the promised land.

So God appointed Joshua to be the new leader of Israel.

Jos 1:1  After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, 

Jos 1:2  "Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel.

The children of those who didn’t believe God were now adults.  


It was now the Lord’s time to take them into Canaan.

Joshua led the Israelites into Canaan, and God gave them the land that He had promised to Abraham and his descendants.

· Note:  Although Satan and the king of Egypt had tried to stop the Israelites from leaving Egypt and although the Israelites had doubted God many times, the Lord still did what He had promised.  He made a way for them through the Red Sea.  He led them, protected them, and gave them water and food for forty years while they wandered in the wilderness.  The Lord did not fail to do any of the things He had promised them.

Jos 11:23  So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had spoken to Moses. And Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal allotments. And the land had rest from war.


Before his death, Joshua said to the Israelites, “Jos 23:14  "And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the good things that the LORD your God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of them has failed.

C. Israel turned to idols after Joshua’s death.

While Joshua was alive, the Israelites remembered the Lord.

But after Joshua and the generation who had seen the Lord’s miracles in the wilderness had died, the Israelites forgot the Lord.

· Jos 23:16  if you transgress the covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them. Then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good land that he has given to you."
· They followed the ways of the nations that did not know the true and living God and did not have His Word.

· They made idols and worshiped them instead of the Lord.

God had wanted to drive out the idolatrous Canaanites from the promised land and give Canaan to the Israelites.

· But Israel refused to believe and to obey God.

· So God allowed some of the Canaanite people to remain.

· Israel had settled among these idolatrous people.

· Instead of trusting God in the promised land, they adopted the evil practices of the Canaanites.

Jdg 2:7  And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had done for Israel. 

Jdg 2:8  And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110 years. 

Jdg 2:9  And they buried him within the boundaries of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash. 

Jdg 2:10  And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel. 

Jdg 2:11  And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals. 

Jdg 2:12  And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. 

Jdg 2:13  They abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth.

The Canaanites worshiped false gods named Baal and Ashtaroth.

· Satan had deceived these people into thinking that they were worshiping real and living gods.

· They did not realize that what they were really worshiping was Satan and his demons.

· Note:  When people worship anything other than the true and living God spoken about in the Bible, they are really worshiping Satan.  Satan disguises himself.  He hides behind idols and other things which people worship, just as he disguised himself by using the serpent when he tempted Eve.  Satan hates God and doesn’t want anyone to worship God.  Satan hates every person.  He doesn’t want anyone to trust in God and be delivered from death.

The Lord punished Israel because they forgot Him and worshiped idols.

· God allowed surrounding nations that hated Israel to overcome them and make them their servants.

Jdg 2:14  So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies. 

Jdg 2:15  Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were in terrible distress.
· The Lord had warned the Israelites that this would happen to them if they did not obey and worship Him only.

· God does not change.

· No matter how many tears pass, God remembers His promises, including His promises to punish those who do not believe.

· Num 33:51-53,55,56

· Deut 4:25,26; 8:19; 30:15-20

· Josh 23:9-13; 24:19,20

D. The times of the judges.

When Israel repented, that is, agreed with God about their sine and called to the Lord for help, He chose a man or woman to lead and deliver them from their enemies.

These people who were chosen by God to lead Israel were called judges.

But over and over again, the Israelites forgot the Lord.

Therefore, the Lord allowed them to be conquered repeatedly by their enemies.

Jdg 2:16  Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them. 

Jdg 2:17  Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so. 

Jdg 2:18  Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. 

Jdg 2:19  But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways. 

Even though the Israelites were disobedient to God and He had to punish them, His love and care for them did not change.

· Isaiah 41:8-10; 44:1-8

· Note:  In the garden of Eden, the Lord had promised that He would send a Saviour who would destroy Satan and deliver the world from Satan’s power.  God also gave this promise of a Deliverer to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The Lord assured them that the Saviour would be one of their descendants.  God protected Israel, the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for it was through Israel that God planned to fulfill all His promises of the Deliverer.

Furthermore, God wanted the world to know about Him.

We can only come to know God through the Bible.

It was through Israel that God have much of the Bible.

Rom 3:1  Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 

· Rom 3:2  Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.
· God used chosen Israelites to record His message in the Bible.

· Note:  God preserved Israel so that His Word and the story of the Deliverer could be taught to you and to me.  Do you remember that when we first began to study, we talked about the fact that all but one of the men whom God used to write His Bible were Jews?  It is through the Jewish or Israelite people that we have a Bible.  And God was going to do just as He had promised.  He was going to send the Savoir through the line of the Israelites so that all people might have a way to be saved.  God wanted us to hear His Word so that we, too, could come to God and be saved.  

E. The times of the kings.

Of all the nations of the world, Israel was most fortunate for their ruler and king was God Himself.

But Israel rejected God and asked for a king like the nations around them.

1Sa 8:4  Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah 

1Sa 8:5  and said to him, "Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations." 

1Sa 8:6  But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to judge us." And Samuel prayed to the LORD. 

· 1Sa 8:7  And the LORD said to Samuel, "Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them.
· God granted their request

· Many kings ruled over Israel.

· A few of these kings believed God and trusted in Him, but the majority of them did not.

· They worshiped idols and led the people of Israel to sin against the commandments of God.

· Note: Over the years, archeologists have discovered many, many things that support the details of the reigns of the kings.  Locations of towns and cities have been confirmed.  Idols, altars, and other things from this period have been unearthed.  The names of several of the kings have been found inscribed on monuments and tombs.  Records of wars list specific battles mentioned in the Bible.

· What has been found continues to confirm the biblical record.  Nothing found has gone against the biblical record.

· Example:  Sennacherib’s prism, which mentions King Hezekiah (700 BC) / II Kings 18,19; Isaiah 36,37

· King Hezekiah’s tunnel (700BC)  /  II Kings 20:20

· Jasper seal inscribed “Shema, servant of Jeroboam” (750 BC)

· Ivory inscribed with the name of King Hazael (800 BC)  /  II Kings 8:8-15; 12:17-18

· The Moabite Stone, which mentions King Omri (800 BC)  /  I Kings 16:21-30

F. David, the great king of Israel

David was the greatest and best-known king of Israel.

2Sa 5:4  David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.

Unlike many of the other kings who ruled over Israel, David truly believed in the Lord and wanted to obey Him in everything.

· Note:  David, like all of us, was born a sinner and was separated from God.  But David knew that he was a sinner and that the wages of sin is death.  He knew his only hope was in God’s mercy and forgiveness.  In obedience to God, David offered blood sacrifices for his sins.  Because David trusted in the Lord, he was accepted and forgiven just like Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, and many others.


David was also one of God’s prophets.

· God chose David to write many things that are in the Bible.

· David wrote many of the Psalms, which are songs of praise to God for His love and mercy.

· Note:  Before he became king, David was a shepherd.  Some of the Psalms use imagery taken from David’s knowledge of shepherds and sheep.  God used this imagery to explain to us that our position as sinners is like needy, straying sheep.  We need a wise, strong, kind shepherd to keep us from destruction and to guide us into right paths.  The Lord is the only one who can do these things for us and be our Good Shepherd.

· I Samu 16:11; 17:15,34,35

· Psalms 23, 65

G. David planned to build the temple.

Background information:  As king of Israel, David acquired a great deal of wealth.  He built himself a beautiful palace of timber, stone, gold and silver.  One day, David was thinking about his beautiful dwelling, and he realized that the Lord’s house was still the same one which had been made in the wilderness from animal skins and curtains of cloth.  It was the tabernacle that the Israelites had made for the Lord when they were at Mount Sinai.

· Therefore, David planned to build for the Lord a permanent and beautiful dwelling place made of stone, timber, silver, and gold.

David wanted the Lord to have a permanent place where the people could come to worship Him and offer their sacrifices.


The Lord was very pleased with David for wanting to do this.


God sent His prophet Nathan to speak to David.

2Sa 7:1  Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 

2Sa 7:2  the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent." 

2Sa 7:3  And Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you."
H. God’s promise to David.

The Lord told David that not he but his son would build this new place where Israel could bring their sacrifices and worship God.

2Sa 7:12  When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 

2Sa 7:13  He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

2Sa 7:14  I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 

2Sa 7:15  but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 

2Sa 7:16  And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.'" 

2Sa 7:17  In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 

God gave David the same promise that He had given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

· The Lord promised David that the great Saviour of man and conqueror of Satan would be from his family.

· This great descendant of David would rule as king forever and ever.

· God never forgot His promise to send a Deliverer.

I. Solomon built the temple.

David prepared the materials for the house of the Lord which was to be built in Jerusalem.

-  Note:  Jerusalem is still a city in the news today.  Like most ancient cities, it was surrounded by great stone walls to protect the people from their enemies.  Archeologists have unearthed many ancient sites in the city and many levels of rebuilding of the wall.  Visitors to Jerusalem today can see many archeological sites, some dating back to the times of the kings of Israel.

Before David died, he gave his son Solomon the responsibility of building the house of the Lord.

1Ch 22:5  For David said, "Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for the LORD must be exceedingly magnificent, of fame and glory throughout all lands. I will therefore make preparation for it." So David provided materials in great quantity before his death. 

1Ch 22:6  Then he called for Solomon his son and charged him to build a house for the LORD, the God of Israel.

Solomon became king over all Israel after his father, David, died.

1Ch 29:26  Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. 

1Ch 29:27  The time that he reigned over Israel was forty years. He reigned seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 

1Ch 29:28  Then he died at a good age, full of days, riches, and honor. And Solomon his son reigned in his place.

Solomon built the house of the Lord in Jerusalem.

2Ch 2:1  Now Solomon purposed to build a temple for the name of the LORD, and a royal palace for himself.

2Ch 5:1  Thus all the work that Solomon did for the house of the LORD was finished. And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, and stored the silver, the gold, and all the vessels in the treasuries of the house of God.
Now there was no further need for the tabernacle which the Israelites had constructed in the wilderness using animal skins and cloth.


This new house of God was called the temple.

The temple of the Lord had the same two inner rooms and the same furniture as the tabernacle:

· The thick curtain was hung in front of the most holy place, the inner room where God was to dwell.

· This curtain was there as a “DO NOT ENTER” sign for everyone accept the high priest.

· It was a symbol of the separation between holy God and sinful man.

When the temple was dedicated and sacrifices offered to the Lord, the Lord came and entered the most holy place of the temple, just as He had entered the tabernacle.

2Ch 7:1  As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 

2Ch 7:2  And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD filled the LORD's house. 

· 2Ch 7:3  When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed down with their faces to the ground on the pavement and worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, "For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever."
As the Lord came down and entered the temple, the people saw the brilliant light, the Shekinah glory, and worshiped God.

· Note:  The high priest was only allowed to enter this inner room once a year on behalf of the people.  The Israelites could not come to God themselves.  The only way they could be accepted was to depend on the high priest and the animal blood he offered for them.

· Lev 16:2,3,34

· Every year, the high priest took the blood of animals into the most holy place in the temple and sprinkled the blood on the mercy seat, the pure gold cover of the Ark of the Covenant.

· The Israelites were never to forget that they were sinners, that God is perfect, and that the punishment for sin is death.  Because the blood of animals could not pay for their sin, the blood had to be placed before God every year.

· Heb 10:4  For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
· Every year, God forgave their sins and held off His judgment, waiting for the time when a perfect and complete payment for sin would be made.

J. Many kings ruled over Israel after Solomon died.

After Solomon’s death, the nation of Israel argued over who should be king, and they split into two kingdoms.

· I knigs 11:9-13,31-37

The ten northern tribes were called Israel, and the two southern tribes were called Judah.

K. Conclusion

We have just covered a major span of Israel’s history.

I encourage you to take the time to read the entire Bible for yourself, as the stories of each event and individual are full of valuable lessons and insights for us today.

At this point, we are moving rapidly through the Old Testament so we can gain a good overview of God’s message for us.

Next week we will take a look at some of God’s prophets who spoke His messages to Israel and surrounding nations.

And we will consider Israel’s response to God’s stern warnings.

As we consider what we are learning, we need to think of our own response to God’s Word.


God’s Word is written for us so that we may know Him.

