Lesson 28:  Israel in the Promised Land under Judges and Kings

A. Introduction

The Israelites had wandered around in the wilderness for forty years, and all the generation who refused to believe that the Lord could give them the promised land had died.

This was God’s punishment on them because they refused to believe His words.

B. Joshua led Israel into Canaan.

Just as God said they would, Moses and Aaron also died before Israel entered the promised land.

So God appointed Joshua to be the new leader of Israel.

Jos 1:1  After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, 

Jos 1:2  "Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel.

The children of those who didn’t believe God were now adults.  


It was now the Lord’s time to take them into Canaan.

Joshua led the Israelites into Canaan, and God gave them the land that He had promised to Abraham and his descendants.

Jos 11:23  So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had spoken to Moses. And Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal allotments. And the land had rest from war.


Before his death, Joshua said to the Israelites, “Jos 23:14  "And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed of all the good things that the LORD your God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of them has failed.

C. Israel turned to idols after Joshua’s death.

While Joshua was alive, the Israelites remembered the Lord.

But after Joshua and the generation who had seen the Lord’s miracles in the wilderness had died, the Israelites forgot the Lord.

God had wanted to drive out the idolatrous Canaanites from the promised land and give Canaan to the Israelites.

Jdg 2:7  And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had done for Israel. 

Jdg 2:8  And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110 years. 

Jdg 2:9  And they buried him within the boundaries of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash. 

Jdg 2:10  And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel. 

Jdg 2:11  And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals. 

Jdg 2:12  And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. 

Jdg 2:13  They abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth.

The Canaanites worshiped false gods named Baal and Ashtaroth.

The Lord punished Israel because they forgot Him and worshiped idols.

Jdg 2:14  So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies. 

Jdg 2:15  Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were in terrible distress.
D. The times of the judges.

When Israel repented, that is, agreed with God about their sine and called to the Lord for help, He chose a man or woman to lead and deliver them from their enemies.

These people who were chosen by God to lead Israel were called judges.

But over and over again, the Israelites forgot the Lord.

Therefore, the Lord allowed them to be conquered repeatedly by their enemies.

Jdg 2:16  Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them. 

Jdg 2:17  Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so. 

Jdg 2:18  Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. 

Jdg 2:19  But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways. 

Even though the Israelites were disobedient to God and He had to punish them, His love and care for them did not change.

Furthermore, God wanted the world to know about Him.

We can only come to know God through the Bible.

It was through Israel that God have much of the Bible.

E. The times of the kings.

Of all the nations of the world, Israel was most fortunate for their ruler and king was God Himself.

But Israel rejected God and asked for a king like the nations around them.

F. David, the great king of Israel

David was the greatest and best-known king of Israel.

2Sa 5:4  David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.

Unlike many of the other kings who ruled over Israel, David truly believed in the Lord and wanted to obey Him in everything.


David was also one of God’s prophets.

G. David planned to build the temple.

Background information:  As king of Israel, David acquired a great deal of wealth.  He built himself a beautiful palace of timber, stone, gold and silver.  One day, David was thinking about his beautiful dwelling, and he realized that the Lord’s house was still the same one which had been made in the wilderness from animal skins and curtains of cloth.  It was the tabernacle that the Israelites had made for the Lord when they were at Mount Sinai.

David wanted the Lord to have a permanent place where the people could come to worship Him and offer their sacrifices.


The Lord was very pleased with David for wanting to do this.


God sent His prophet Nathan to speak to David.

2Sa 7:1  Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 

2Sa 7:2  the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent." 

2Sa 7:3  And Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you."
H. God’s promise to David.

The Lord told David that not he but his son would build this new place where Israel could bring their sacrifices and worship God.

2Sa 7:12  When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 

2Sa 7:13  He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

2Sa 7:14  I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 

2Sa 7:15  but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 

2Sa 7:16  And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.'" 

2Sa 7:17  In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 

God gave David the same promise that He had given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

I. Solomon built the temple.

David prepared the materials for the house of the Lord which was to be built in Jerusalem.

Before David died, he gave his son Solomon the responsibility of building the house of the Lord.

1Ch 22:5  For David said, "Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for the LORD must be exceedingly magnificent, of fame and glory throughout all lands. I will therefore make preparation for it." So David provided materials in great quantity before his death. 

1Ch 22:6  Then he called for Solomon his son and charged him to build a house for the LORD, the God of Israel.

Solomon became king over all Israel after his father, David, died.

1Ch 29:26  Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel. 

1Ch 29:27  The time that he reigned over Israel was forty years. He reigned seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 

1Ch 29:28  Then he died at a good age, full of days, riches, and honor. And Solomon his son reigned in his place.

Solomon built the house of the Lord in Jerusalem.

2Ch 2:1  Now Solomon purposed to build a temple for the name of the LORD, and a royal palace for himself.

2Ch 5:1  Thus all the work that Solomon did for the house of the LORD was finished. And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated, and stored the silver, the gold, and all the vessels in the treasuries of the house of God.
Now there was no further need for the tabernacle which the Israelites had constructed in the wilderness using animal skins and cloth.


This new house of God was called the temple.

The temple of the Lord had the same two inner rooms and the same furniture as the tabernacle:

When the temple was dedicated and sacrifices offered to the Lord, the Lord came and entered the most holy place of the temple, just as He had entered the tabernacle.

As the Lord came down and entered the temple, the people saw the brilliant light, the Shekinah glory, and worshiped God.

J. Many kings ruled over Israel after Solomon died.

After Solomon’s death, the nation of Israel argued over who should be king, and they split into two kingdoms.

The ten northern tribes were called Israel, and the two southern tribes were called Judah.

K. Conclusion

We have just covered a major span of Israel’s history.

I encourage you to take the time to read the entire Bible for yourself, as the stories of each event and individual are full of valuable lessons and insights for us today.

At this point, we are moving rapidly through the Old Testament so we can gain a good overview of God’s message for us.

Next week we will take a look at some of God’s prophets who spoke His messages to Israel and surrounding nations.

And we will consider Israel’s response to God’s stern warnings.

As we consider what we are learning, we need to think of our own response to God’s Word.


God’s Word is written for us so that we may know Him.

