Lesson 27:  Israel’s Unbelief; God’s Judgments and Deliverances


Review:

· We went over the purpose and the basic structure of the tabernacle.

· We are seeing the tabernacle in such a way that, in later a lesson, it will be seen to clearly picture Christ.

· We saw that God made a way for sinners to come to Him for mercy – which is NOT getting something (punishment) that we deserve.

A. Introduction

The Israelites had trembled in fear when God spoke to them from Mount Sinai.

Now God was graciously dwelling in their midst, offering them the mercy they needed and continuing to faithfully provide manna and water for them in the desert.

B. Spying out the promised land

God lifted up the cloud from Mount Sinai where He had given the Israelites His Ten Commandments and the instructions for the tabernacle.

The Israelites followed the cloud when it moved, and the Lord led them right to the edge of the land which He had promised to give to them.

Because the people who lived in the land of Canaan were very wicked and worshiped idols, the Lord planned to have them destroyed and to give their land to the Israelites.

Note:  

· God cares about all people.  II Peter 3:9 2Pe 3:9  … not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.   

· We need to remember God’s character when thinking about His judgment.  He is holy and righteous and judges all sin.  But He is also loving, merciful, and gracious.

· What God planned to do to the Canaanites was in keeping with His character, just as were His judgments of Sodom and Gomorrah and of the whole world at the time of the flood.

· Point to Kadesh-Barnea on map

When the Israelites arrived at the border of the land which God had promised to Abraham and his descendants, the Lord told Moses to choose one man from each of the twelve tribes.

Num 13:26  And they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh. They brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land.
Deu 1:19 "Then we set out from Horeb and went through all that great and terrifying wilderness that you saw, on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, as the LORD our God commanded us. And we came to Kadesh-barnea. 

Deu 1:20  And I said to you, 'You have come to the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is giving us. 

Deu 1:21  See, the LORD your God has set the land before you. Go up, take possession, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has told you. Do not fear or be dismayed.' 

Deu 1:22  Then all of you came near me and said, 'Let us send men before us, that they may explore the land for us and bring us word again of the way by which we must go up and the cities into which we shall come.' 

Deu 1:23  The thing seemed good to me, and I took twelve men from you, one man from each tribe. 

Deu 1:24  And they turned and went up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of Eshcol and spied it out. 

Deu 1:25  And they took in their hands some of the fruit of the land and brought it down to us, and brought us word again and said, 'It is a good land that the LORD our God is giving us.' 

· These twelve men were to go and spy out the land before the Israelites entered.

Num 13:1  The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

Num 13:2  "Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a chief among them."
· Moses obeyed the Lord and sent the twelve men to look at the land and the people who were living there.

· The people asked Moses if they could send spies ahead of them. They did so, "that they may search out the land for us, and bring back to us word of the way by which we should go up, and the cities which we shall enter" (Deut. 1:22). Moses allowed this (Deut. 1:23) with God's permission (Num. 13:2). Clearly the Israelites were not rebelling against God by sending the spies, but neither were they stepping forward in bold obedience with strong confidence in God, as they should have done. Why did God not lead Moses to record here (vv. 1-3) the fact that the sending of the spies was the people's idea (Deut. 1:22)? The reason may be that this was not the sin that resulted in God's postponement of their entrance into Canaan. Their reaction to the spies' report caused that result. The mission of the spies had some genuine value to the Israelites (vv. 18-20), but it also opened the possibility of fear and failure to obey God.  www.soniclight.com p35

Num 13:3  So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran, according to the command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the people of Israel.

C. Ten of the spies did not believe God.

When these twelve men returned, they went to Moses.  

This is what they told the Israelites.

Numb 13:25-33

· These men were telling the truth.

· The land was owned by strong people, and some of them were huge.

But ten of the men had forgotten all the great and mighty things that the Lord had done for them.

· They had forgotten that nothing is impossible to God.

· They forgot all the miracles that He had done in Egypt and how He had delivered them from slavery.

· They didn’t believe that God was Strong enough to overcome the people of Canaan and give them the land.

· The spies reported that the land was indeed as fruitful as they had heard (v. 27), "nevertheless . . ." (v. 28). Everything the spies said from this word on was uncalled for. Their commission had been to view the land and to report back on what they saw. It was not their job to determine if the Israelites could overcome the Canaanites. God had promised that He would give the land to His people.  www.soniclight.com p36

D. Caleb and Joshua believed God.

But Caleb and Joshua believed God

· They, also, had seen the strong walls surrounding the cities in Canaan.

· They, also, had seen the size of the people.

· But they had not forgotten that God is almighty and that He can do anything that He wants to do.

· They remembered the mighty things that God had already done, and they believed that He would drive out the people of Canaan and give the land to the Israelites just as He had promised.

Num 13:30  But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, "Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it."

E. The Israelites did not believe God.

Whom do you think the Israelites followed?

· As they had despised God's provisions and plans (chs. 11—12), the 10 spies now disbelieved God's promises that He would give the land and its people into their hands. They reckoned only on their own natural ability and failed to rely on God's supernatural ability (v. 31). 

· They described the tall Anakites as Nephilim (v. 33). The Nephilim were, "the demi-gods who lived on the earth before the flood (Gn. 6:4)."

The word "Nephilim" means strong ones or tyrants, not people of gigantic stature, though it came to imply superhuman giants. The spies concluded that the Anakites were relatives of the Nephilim. "The use of the term Nephilim seems to be deliberately provocative of fear, a term not unlike the concept of bogeymen and hobgoblins." www.soniclight.com p37

Num 14:1  Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 

Num 14:2  And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, "Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 

Num 14:3  Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 

Num 14:4  And they said to one another, "Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt."

The Lord heard everything the Israelites said.


He knew that they did not believe Him.


They were acting as if God were a liar.

· God had promised to give them the land, but they refused to believe Him.

· Note:  If someone tells you something and you don’t believe him, isn’t that calling him a liar?  Yes if is.  If we hear God’s Word but don’t believe, then we, too, are treating God as if He were a liar.

· God had just proved His supernatural power to the Israelites three times since the nation had left Sinai (chs. 11—12). There was no excuse for this failure to trust Him to lead them victoriously into Canaan.

F. God told them that they would all die in the wilderness.

The Lord was very angry with the Israelites.

Num 14:26  And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 

Num 14:27  "How long shall this wicked congregation grumble against me? I have heard the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against me. 

Num 14:28  Say to them, 'As I live, declares the LORD, what you have said in my hearing I will do to you: 

Num 14:29  your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and of all your number, listed in the census from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against me, 

Num 14:30  not one shall come into the land where I swore that I would make you dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 

Num 14:31  But your little ones, who you said would become a prey, I will bring in, and they shall know the land that you have rejected. 

Num 14:32  But as for you, your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness.
· God told the Israelites that all of them who were twenty years old and older who did not believe God would die in the wilderness.

· But Joshua and Caleb would not die, because they believed God.

· God said that, after forty years, when they had all died, then He would take their children and Joshua and Caleb into the land and give it to them.

It is a very evil thing not to believe God.

· Note:  Satan told Eve that she ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Satan called God a liar, and Eve believed him.  Cain also did not believe God, and he came to God in his own way.  God rejected him and his offering.  When Noah told the people that a great flood was going to be sent by God, they refused to believe God.  They would not enter the ark, and they were all destroyed.  The Egyptians also did not believe that the God of Israel was the almighty and only true God.  They trusted in their idols to deliver them.  But God destroyed their land, killed their firstborn, and drowned their armies in the sea.


God will punish everyone who refuses to believe Him.

· God wanted to bring Israel right into the promised land of Canaan.

· But because of their unbelief, God made them wander in the wilderness.

· Just as He said, all the unbelieving adults would die in the desert.

G. Israel blamed Moses and Aaron because they didn’t have any water.

As the people wandered, they again complained.

-  Here begins the fourth and last leg of the Israelites' journey from Egypt to the Promised Land.

1. From Egypt to Sinai (Exod. 12—19)

2. From Sinai to Kadesh (Num. 11—12)

3. From Kadesh back to Kadesh—38 years of wilderness wandering (Num. 15—19)

4. From Kadesh to Transjordan (Num. 20—21)

The first two of these journeys each began with triumph but ended in tragedy. The third and fourth each began with tragedy but ended in triumph. www.soniclight.com  p55

· "Failure to enjoy God's promises was the result of unbelief. At this point in the narrative the writer shows that it was not a failure to keep the law that led to their death in the wilderness."  www.soniclight.com p56

Num 20:1  And the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh. And Miriam died there and was buried there. 

Num 20:2  Now there was no water for the congregation. And they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron.
The Israelites blamed Moses and Aaron, his brother, because they didn’t have any water.


Why didn’t the Israelites ask the Lord for water?

· The Lord had given them water from the rock when they needed it before.

· The reason they didn’t ask the Lord is because they did not trust in Him even though He had done so much for them.

· Note:  There are many people today who are like the Israelites.  Every day and night, the Lord shows us who He is by the things that He has made.  He made the sun, the moon, and the stars.  He sends the rain and the wind.  He makes everything grow.  All things are under His control.  He has given all of these things so that we will believe in Him.  He has given us our very lives.  God has also given us His Word so that we can know the truth.  In spite of all these things which God does every day, the majority of people are like the Israelites.  They will not believe God.

· Note:  Some people say that they don’t believe in God because of some tragedy or disappointment that has happened to them, or to a loved one.  After having studied the Bible this far, we know that it is not God’s “fault” that men suffer.  It is the result of man’s sinfulness.  We suffer because of our own sins, because of the sins of generations of other sinners, and because all of creation around us is suffering from man’s sin.  Sickness, disease, bad weather, hard work, etc. all came as a result of man’s sin against God.

H. God commanded Moses to speak to the rock.

Num 20:7  and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

Num 20:8  "Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall bring water out of the rock for them and give drink to the congregation and their cattle."

The Lord commanded Moses to speak to the rock.

· Previously, when they had needed water, the Lord had told Moses to strike the rock.

· Exo 17: 5,6

· This time, the Lord told him to just speak to the rock.

· Each time, God told them exactly the way it should be done.

I. Moses disobeyed.

Num 20:9  And Moses took the staff from before the LORD, as he commanded him. 

Num 20:10  Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?" 

Num 20:11  And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock.

Moses and Aaron flared with anger.

· They did not trust and depend on the Lord in this situation as they had when faced with other problems.

· Moses disobeyed the Lord and struck the rock.

· Moses did more than God told him to do. He failed to believe that God's way was best and took matters into his own hands. His motives may have been one or more of the following. He may have had a desire for the greater glory of God. He may have been proud or may have relied on his own ability to work miracles. We know he was impatient with the Israelites' complaining and felt frustrated by their slowness to learn a lesson God had previously taught them (cf. Ps. 106:32-33). In any case he failed to accept God's will as best, and this is unbelief. 

· "Faith is the correct response to God's word, whether it is a word of promise or a word of command."

· Instead of speaking to the rock (v. 8) Moses spoke to the Israelites (v. 10) "rashly" (Ps. 106:33; cf. Lev. 5:4). He struck the rock twice with the rod with which he had done many miracles (v. 11) as though this miracle required his power rather than simply the power of God.175 Evidently Moses, in his frustration with the people, thought that he was the performer of the miracle rather than only God's instrument. This is a common error in modern ministry, and it still produces great frustration: thinking that we need to be manufacturers rather than simply distributors of blessing to others. www.soniclight.com p56

J. The Lord’s punishment on Moses and Aaron

Moses and Aaron reacted in anger instead of trusting the Lord and obeying Him.

· Through their words and actions they dishonored the Lord, for they failed to demonstrated His patience, grace, and mercy to undeserving Israel.

God wanted to show the people that He was faithful to provide water for them just as He had promised.

· God keeps His promises because He is perfect and holy.

But instead of showing God’s faithfulness and holiness to the people by obeying His perfect instructions, Moses and Aaron showed people their own anger.

For this reason, God told Moses and Aaron that they would not be allowed to enter the land of Canaan.

Num 20:12  And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them."

K. Israel murmured once again.

The Lord had already given the Israelites water, but they still did not trust and depend on Him.

They soon forgot what He had done for them and began to complain again.

Num 21:4  From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 

Num 21:5  And the people spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food."
L. God sent fiery serpents.

The Lord punished the Israelites so that many of them died.

Num 21:6  Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died.

The Israelites died because they were bitten by the snakes.

· This was God’s judgment on them because of their sin

· Note:  The Israelites were bitten by the snakes, and they died.  In a similar way, all people have been “bitten” by Satan and sin, and all died to God.  I don’t mean to say that Satan is a snake.  He is not.  I am only speaking figuratively when I say that Satan and sin bit us.  Through Satan and sin, Adam and Eve died to God.  They were separated from Him.  It is also through Satan and sin that we were born sinners, dead to God and separated from God.

The Israelites could not escape the poisonous snakes sent by the Lord.

· Note:  When God decides to punish sinners, there is no place where they can hide from Him.  In the days of Noah, was there any place where the people could escape judgment after God shut the door of the ark and sent the flood?  Could the people of Sodom and Gomorrah escape the judgment of God when He sent fire and brimstone on them?  Did Lot’s wife escape God’s judgment when she disobeyed the Lord and looked back?  When God decides that it is the time to punish people, there is not place where they can go to escape.

When God sent the poisonous snakes among them, the Israelites quickly changed their attitude toward God and acknowledged their sin.

Num 21:7  And the people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people.

They realized now that only the Lord could save them from His punishment, and so they asked Moses to ask the Lord for His help.

They could not help themselves, and Moses could not save them from the snakes.  Only the Lord could save them.

M. The brazen serpent

Because the Lord is merciful, He decided to forgive and save them.  They didn’t deserve God’s help, but He saves all those who trust in Him.

· Psalm 145:18-19

· Romans 10:13

The Lord told Moses what he must do and what the Israelites must do if they were to be saved from death.

Num 21:8  And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live."


The Lord didn’t tell them to find their own way to be healed.

· God told Moses what to do.

· Moses had to do what God said, and the people had to look at the serpent just as God had instructed Moses.

· It had to be done God’s way.

Num 21:9  So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

· Note:  What did the Lord say they had to do in order to be healed from the snakes?  They just had to look at the bronze serpent.  Did the serpent on the pole have power in it to heal them?  No.  The power of God healed every Israelite who showed he or she trusted in God by looking at the serpent on the pole.

The Lord healed them because they believed in Him.

· Note: Do you think people would have been healed if they had prayed but not looked? No.  What if they did not look at the brazen serpent but offered God a gift instead?  Would they have been healed?  No.  They had to look at the brazen serpent, just as the Lord said.

· Do you think some did look, but the Lord did not heal them?  No.  God always keeps His promise.  All who looked were immediately healed by the Lord.  God can be trusted to do everything He says.

N. Conclusion

The events we have just about in the Bible happened some 3,400 years ago.  Yet they are fresh for today.

Even though we may never have been out in the desert in need of water, we can certainly identify with the attitudes of the Israelites.  Human nature hasn’t changed.

We, like the Israelites, need to listen to God and believe Him.

