Lesson 27:  Israel’s Unbelief; God’s Judgments and Deliverances

A. Introduction

The Israelites had trembled in fear when God spoke to them from Mount Sinai.

Now God was graciously dwelling in their midst, offering them the mercy they needed and continuing to faithfully provide manna and water for them in the desert.

B. Spying out the promised land

God lifted up the cloud from Mount Sinai where He had given the Israelites His Ten Commandments and the instructions for the tabernacle.

The Israelites followed the cloud when it moved, and the Lord led them right to the edge of the land which He had promised to give to them.

Because the people who lived in the land of Canaan were very wicked and worshiped idols, the Lord planned to have them destroyed and to give their land to the Israelites.

When the Israelites arrived at the border of the land which God had promised to Abraham and his descendants, the Lord told Moses to choose one man from each of the twelve tribes.

Num 13:1  The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

Num 13:2  "Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a chief among them."
Num 13:3  So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran, according to the command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the people of Israel.

C. Ten of the spies did not believe God.

When these twelve men returned, they went to Moses.  

This is what they told the Israelites.

Numbers 13:25-33

But ten of the men had forgotten all the great and mighty things that the Lord had done for them.

D. Caleb and Joshua believed God.

But Caleb and Joshua believed God

Num 13:30  But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, "Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it."

E. The Israelites did not believe God.

Whom do you think the Israelites followed?

Num 14:1  Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 

Num 14:2  And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, "Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 

Num 14:3  Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 

Num 14:4  And they said to one another, "Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt."

The Lord heard everything the Israelites said.


He knew that they did not believe Him.


They were acting as if God were a liar.

F. God told them that they would all die in the wilderness.

The Lord was very angry with the Israelites.

Num 14:26:32

It is a very evil thing not to believe God.


God will punish everyone who refuses to believe Him.

G. Israel blamed Moses and Aaron because they didn’t have any water.

As the people wandered, they again complained.

Num 20:1  And the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh. And Miriam died there and was buried there. 

Num 20:2  Now there was no water for the congregation. And they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron.
The Israelites blamed Moses and Aaron, his brother, because they didn’t have any water.


Why didn’t the Israelites ask the Lord for water?

H. God commanded Moses to speak to the rock.

Num 20:7  and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

Num 20:8  "Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall bring water out of the rock for them and give drink to the congregation and their cattle."

The Lord commanded Moses to speak to the rock.

I. Moses disobeyed.

Num 20:9  And Moses took the staff from before the LORD, as he commanded him. 

Num 20:10  Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?" 

Num 20:11  And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock.

Moses and Aaron flared with anger.

J. The Lord’s punishment on Moses and Aaron

Moses and Aaron reacted in anger instead of trusting the Lord and obeying Him.

God wanted to show the people that He was faithful to provide water for them just as He had promised.

But instead of showing God’s faithfulness and holiness to the people by obeying His perfect instructions, Moses and Aaron showed people their own anger.

For this reason, God told Moses and Aaron that they would not be allowed to enter the land of Canaan.

Num 20:12  And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them."

K. Israel murmured once again.

The Lord had already given the Israelites water, but they still did not trust and depend on Him.

They soon forgot what He had done for them and began to complain again.

Num 21:4  From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 

Num 21:5  And the people spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food."
L. God sent fiery serpents.

The Lord punished the Israelites so that many of them died.

Num 21:6  Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died.


The Israelites died because they were bitten by the snakes.

The Israelites could not escape the poisonous snakes sent by the Lord.

When God sent the poisonous snakes among them, the Israelites quickly changed their attitude toward God and acknowledged their sin.

Num 21:7  And the people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people.

They realized now that only the Lord could save them from His punishment, and so they asked Moses to ask the Lord for His help.

They could not help themselves, and Moses could not save them from the snakes.  Only the Lord could save them.

M. The brazen serpent

Because the Lord is merciful, He decided to forgive and save them.  They didn’t deserve God’s help, but He saves all those who trust in Him.

The Lord told Moses what he must do and what the Israelites must do if they were to be saved from death.

Num 21:8  And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live."


The Lord didn’t tell them to find their own way to be healed.

Num 21:9  So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

The Lord healed them because they believed in Him.
N. Conclusion

The events we have just about in the Bible happened some 3,400 years ago.  Yet they are fresh for today.

Even though we may never have been out in the desert in need of water, we can certainly identify with the attitudes of the Israelites.  Human nature hasn’t changed.

We, like the Israelites, need to listen to God and believe Him.

