Lesson 26:  The Tabernacle
A. Introduction

What is mercy?

Who needs it?

Could the Israelites keep their promise to God?

Can you keep your promises?

Today’s lesson is about God’s holiness and His mercy.

B. Moses was once again called by God up into the mountain.

God spoke to the Israelites from Mount Sinai and told them His Ten Commandments.

The Lord did not want the Israelites to forget His commandments, so He told Moses to come up into the mountain once again.

Exo 24:12  The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction."

C. Joshua went with Moses up into the mountain.

Moses obeyed the Lord and went up into the mountain.

Exo 24:13  So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. 

Exo 24:14  And he said to the elders, "Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them." 

Exo 24:15  Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 

Exo 24:16  The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 

Exo 24:17  Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 

Exo 24:18  Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

A young man named Joshua accompanied Moses.


Joshua was Moses’ assistant.

D. God commanded Moses to build the tabernacle.

While Moses was on the mountain, the Lord gave him the Ten Commandments written on two tablets of stone.

The Lord also explained to Moses other rules and customs that He commanded the Israelites to follow.

The Lord also wanted Moses and the people to do something very important.

Exo 25:1  The LORD said to Moses, 

Exo 25:2  "Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From every man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. 

Exo 25:3  And this is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 

Exo 25:4  blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats' hair, 

Exo 25:5  tanned rams' skins, goatskins, acacia wood, 

Exo 25:6  oil for the lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 

Exo 25:7  onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece. 

Exo 25:8  And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.
E. The tabernacle had to be built exactly as God commanded Moses.

Exo 25:9  Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.


The Hebrew word used for tabernacle means tent, dwelling place, or home.

Everything in this place had to be built exactly as the Lord told Moses when he was up in the mountain.

Because the Israelites were walking back to the land from which their forefathers had come, the tabernacle had to be lightweight and portable.

F. The holy of holies

God told Moses that the tabernacle must have two rooms.

The first room, which was entered from the outside, was called the holy place, or the separate place.

The second room, the inner room, was even more important – this was called the most holy place or the holy of holies.

G. The ark and the mercy seat.

Exo 25:10  "They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 

Exo 25:11  You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and outside shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of gold around it.
The Lord also directed Moses to make a box which was to be placed inside the second room, the most holy place where God was to live.

Exo 25:17  "You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth.

Moses was told to make a lid of pure gold and place it on top of the ark in the inner room.
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The Lord told Moses that he was to make two gold cherubim at either end of the mercy seat.

Exo 25:18  And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat.

Exo 25:19  Make one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two ends. 

Exo 25:20  The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be.
Exo 25:21  And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give you. 

Exo 25:22  There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the people of Israel.

The ark was to be placed in the inner room just inside the curtain.

God had promised that, when everything was finished just as He had commanded, He would come into the inner room.

His presence would be evidenced by a very bright light between the cherubim.

This bright light is referred to as the Shekinah glory – the radiance, glory, or presence of God, living with His people Israel.

H. The Veil

Exo 26:31  "And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. It shall be made with cherubim skillfully worked into it. 

Exo 26:32  And you shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, with hooks of gold, on four bases of silver. 

Exo 26:33  And you shall hang the veil from the clasps, and bring the ark of the testimony in there within the veil. And the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most Holy.
God told Moses that he was to hang a beautiful, thick curtain as a divider between the two rooms.

This curtain was to remind the Israelites that they were separated from God because of sin.

I. The tabernacle coverings and the brazen altar.

God also told Moses to make a fence of cloth curtains held upright between posts and to place it around the two-roomed structure.

The two-roomed tabernacle was covered over with dyed animal skins and a final covering of animal hides to form the roof of the tent.

Just inside the entrance of the curtain fence, they were to place an altar which God said was to be made of wood covered with brass.

Exo 27:1  "You shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits broad. The altar shall be square, and its height shall be three cubits. 

Exo 27:2  And you shall make horns for it on its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and you shall overlay it with bronze.
When a person wanted to approach God, his first step was to bring a burnt offering to the Lord.


He was to bring it to the brazen altar, just inside the gate.


He was to place his hand on the head of the animal and then kill it.

Lev 1:1  The LORD called Moses and spoke to him from the tent of meeting, saying, 

Lev 1:2  "Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of livestock from the herd or from the flock. 

Lev 1:3  "If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer a male without blemish. He shall bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the LORD. 

Lev 1:4  He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him. 

Lev 1:5  Then he shall kill the bull before the LORD, and Aaron's sons the priests shall bring the blood and throw the blood against the sides of the altar that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting.
Lev 17:11  For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.

Heb 9:22  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.


Could the blood of animals pay for sin?

J. Aaron and his sons were made priests.

The Lord appointed Aaron to be the high priest.

His sons were also to be priests.

Exo 28:1  "Then bring near to you Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the people of Israel, to serve me as priests--Aaron and Aaron's sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.

Only Aaron, the high priest, was allowed to go into the inner room, the most holy place where God was.

Lev 16:2  and the LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 

Lev 16:3  But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.
Before Aaron entered the holy of holies, he had to kill an animal and catch its blood in a basin.

Then, after he passed behind the heavy curtain which hung between the two rooms, Aaron was to sprinkle the blood on the mercy seat, the pure gold cover of the Ark of the Covenant.

If everything was done the way the Lord had told Moses, then God promised to forgive the sins of Israel for the past year.

Could the blood of animals pay for their sins?

No!  The blood of the animals could not pay for their sins.

Nevertheless, God promised to hold off the judgment they deserved and forgive their sins for the past year, if they came to Him in the way He had told them.

They must come to him believing Him and bringing a blood sacrifice for their sins.

God will only accept those who come to Him in the way He says in the Bible.

K. The tabernacle was finished and erected, and God came to live in it as His house.

God had told Moses that the Israelites were to build the tabernacle so that He could live with them.

The Israelites built the tabernacle for the Lord and erected it exactly as He had instructed Moses.

Exo 39:42  According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the people of Israel had done all the work. 

Exo 39:43  And Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it; as the LORD had commanded, so had they done it. Then Moses blessed them.

Exo 40:17  In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected.
If they had not made it exactly as God told them, God would not have come to live with them.

But because Moses and the Israelites did everything the way God instructed them, God came to live in the center of the Israelites’ camp in the most holy place of the tabernacle.

Exo 40:34  Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

Exo 40:35  And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

The Israelites could now come to God in the way that He had taught them.

Each year, Aaron, the high priest, could enter the most holy place and sprinkle blood on the mercy seat under the cherubim.


Why did the high priest have to repeat this every year?

In His mercy, God was simply holding off for another year the punishment the Israelites deserved.

L. Conclusion

The Israelites, like us, were sinners.

They needed God’s mercy.

We cannot decide how we will come to God.  He is perfect, and He will only accept us if we come to Him in the way He tells us in His Word.

Mercy











