Lesson 24:  Preparation for the Giving of the Ten Commandments

A. Introduction

How do you view the Ten Commandments?

We’re going to see what God says about His Ten Commandments.

But, first of all, we’ll take a look at how He prepared His people Israel for receiving these laws.
B. God brought Israel to Mount Sinai.

Exo 19:1  On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 

Exo 19:2  They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain,

The Israelites didn’t decide when they would travel or where they would go.

Exo 19:3  while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 

Exo 19:4  You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself.
Mount Sinai (also called Mount Horeb) was the place where Moses saw the burning bush.

At that time, the Lord had promised Moses that He would bring him and the Israelites back to this mountain.

Exo 3:12  He said, "But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain."


God is trustworthy.

God is all-powerful; God is faithful; God is sovereign.

You can trust God completely to do everything He promises.

C. The Lord’s promise to Israel

Exo 19:5  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 

Exo 19:6  and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel."

The Lord told Moses His message for Israel.


God planned to make an agreement with Israel.


This is the agreement:

D. Israel’s promise to the Lord

Exo 19:7  So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 

Exo 19:8  All the people answered together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do." And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD.

Israel promised to obey the Lord in everything.

The people of Israel did not realize that, under this agreement, God would no longer be able to bless them or give them the food things which they needed.


Why then did the Lord make an agreement with the Israelites when He knew that they were not capable of keeping their side of the bargain?

God gave the Law to Israel to show them that they were unable to please God and make themselves acceptable to Him.

When they gave up and trusted in Him, then He was willing to save them from everlasting punishment.

This is God’s way with all people.  God will only deliver those who agree with Him that they are sinners under the control of Satan, sin, and death.

This is also what God wants us, also, to learn about ourselves.

E. The preparation for the Lord’s presence on the mountain.

Exo 19:9  And the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe you forever." When Moses told the words of the people to the LORD, 

Exo 19:10  the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments 

Exo 19:11  and be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.
The Lord planned to display His great glory, power, and holiness before Israel so they would realize that He is a holy God who hates sin and will not accept those who disobey His Word.

Exo 19:12  And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, 'Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death. 

Exo 19:13  No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.' When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain."
God told them to set a boundary around the mountain.

The punishment for all sin is death.

F. God spoke from Mount Sinai to Israel.

Exo 19:16  On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled. 

Exo 19:17  Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 

Exo 19:18  Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. 

Exo 19:19  And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. 

Exo 19:20  The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.
It is not surprising that the people were frightened when God spoke to them.

The lightning, fire, thick cloud, and earthquake were to show the Israelites that God is almighty and a God of wrath who hates and punishes all sin.

G. God spoke and gave His commandments to Israel.

After Moses had returned to the bottom of Mount Sinia, God spoke to the Israelites from the mountain.

Exo 20:1  And God spoke all these words, saying, 

Exo 20:2  "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
The punishment for disobedience to even one of these commandments is everlasting separation from God in the Lake of Fire, which God prepared for Satan and the angels who followed him in rebellion against the Lord.

Jam 2:10  For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.

Why did God give His commandments?

God knew that the Israelites wouldn’t be able to obey His commandments perfectly all of the time.

God punishes sinners even if they only disobey one of His commandments one time.

God wants all people to realize that they can never be good enough to please Him and so escape His punishment.

It is impossible for anyone to perfectly keep God’s commandments as God demands because we were all born sinners and separated from God.

Rom 3:10  as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one; 

Rom 3:11  no one understands; no one seeks for God. 

Rom 3:12  All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one."
Rom 3:19  Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 

Rom 3:20  For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
We cannot know, love, and obey God in such a way that He will be pleased with us and accept us.

God gave the law to show us how very sinful we are.

H. Conclusion

What do you think now about the Ten Commandments?

In our next lesson, we’ll consider each of the commandments.

The Law demands





PERFECT  Obedience








