Lesson 23:  God Delivered Israel at the Red Sea and Provided Them with Food and Water in the Desert


Review:

· The previous lesson showed God’s sovereignty, omniscience, and omnipotence: He used Pharaoh’s resistance to display God’s sovereign power to deliver Israel.

· God’s faithfulness: He preserved Israel and the line of the Deliverer.

· Man’s inability to save himself: The Israelites could not save themselves; God had to make a way to save them.

· The Passover – a type of Jesus Christ.

A. Introduction

How should we consider a miracle?

· Is it just something to doubt or wonder about?

· Is it just some kind of strange event?

When God chose to supersede the physical laws He established, He recorded the events in His word as a miracle.

God presents miracles as a part of history – the history of His dealings with the world and its people.

And through the record of His miracles, God shows us truths about Himself.

Let’s see what we can learn about God from this passage we’re about to study.

B. God led the Israelites by a cloud.

God delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, and He began to lead them back to the land that He had promised to their forefather, Abraham.

· Gen 15:16  And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete."
Exo 13:17  When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near. For God said, "Lest the people change their minds when they see war and return to Egypt." 

Exo 13:18  But God led the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. And the people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle.
· "The way of the land of the Philistines" refers to the most northern of three routes travelers took from Egypt to Canaan (v. 17). The others lay farther south. The Egyptians had heavily fortified this caravan route, also called the Via Maris (the way of the sea). The Egyptians would have engaged Israel in battle had the chosen people gone that way.  www.soniclight.com
· Note:  Archeologists discovered the ruins of a line of Egyptian fortresses that guarded the road through Philistine country.  Again, we are reminded of the extreme accuracy of every detail of Scripture.  Just as God tell us, this would not have been the way for God’s people to have made their escape from Egypt!

· Note:  The words that are translated in our Bibles as “Red Sea,” are the Hebrew words which mean “Sea of Reeds.”  Many Bible scholars believe that, rather than what we call the Red Sea today, this passage refers to a large inland “sea” or lake which is north of the tip of the Red Sea.  This lake does have reeds, which are not found at the northern end of the Red Sea.

· In regards to the above statement, the writer explained that the word sup did not originate in the Egyptian language but in Hebrew. Many scholars have claimed it came from an Egyptian root word meaning "reed." He showed that it came from a Hebrew root word meaning "end." Yam is also a Hebrew word that means "sea." The yam sup is then the sea at the end. The ancients used the name yam sup to describe the body of water that lay beyond the farthest lands known to them. It meant the sea at the end of the world. It clearly refers to the Red Sea often in the Old Testament (Exod. 15:4; Num. 21:4; 33:8; Josh. 2:10; 4:23; 1 Kings 9:26; Jer. 47:21; et al.). The Greeks later used the same term, translated into Greek, to refer to the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. The translation of yam sup as Reed Sea is evidently both inaccurate and misleading. It implies that the Israelites simply crossed some shallow marsh when they left Egypt. Such an interpretation lacks support in the inspired record of Israel's Exodus.  www.soniclight.com  p74

Exo 13:21  And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night.


The number of Israelites had grown tremendously.

· When the Israelites first went to Egypt, there were only seventy of them.

· Now, 430 years later, there were probably about two and a half million Israelites!

· Exo 12:41  At the end of 430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.
God directed them where He wanted them to go by a cloud.

· He kept the cloud before them at all times.

· They would have gotten lost, and eventually they would have died in the desert if the Lord had not directed them.

· "Like the burning bush (3:2), the pillar was the visible symbol of God's presence among His people. The Lord Himself was in the pillar (13:21; 14:24) and often spoke to the people from it ([chs. 19—20;] Num. 12:5-6; Deut. 31:15-16; Ps. 99:6-7). The later hymn writers of Israel fondly remembered it (Pss. 78:14; 105:39). A similar cloud of smoke came to represent the glory of the Lord in the sanctuary throughout much of Israel's history (Exod. 40:34-35; 1 Kings 8:10-11; Isa. 4:5; 6:3-4)."
He loved them, and so He took care of them.

God was protecting the Israelites so that the promised Deliverer would be born into the world.

· The Israelites are the descendants of Abraham.

· Isa 41:8  But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my friend; 

· Isa 41:9  you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to you, "You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off"; 

· Isa 41:10  fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
· The Lord had promised Abraham that one of his descendants would be the Savior of the world.

The Lord also protected Israel because He was entrusting His Word to them to give to the world.

· IIsa 49:6  he says: "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."
· Rom 3:1  Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision?

· Rom 3:2  Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God.
The words of God that we have been reading were given to Israel so that we, too, could learn about God and come to know Him.

C. Pharaoh decided to recapture Israel.

Pharaoh was guided by Satan.

· Note:  some may ask about Exodus 14:8 which refers to God hardening Pharaoh’s heart. 

How could Pharaoh be responsible if it’s God who is hardening his heart?   It was the sinfulness of Pharaoh’s heart that made it harden in response to God’s dealing with him.

God showed mercy in giving him opportunities to respond to the less severe plagues.

· Pharaoh was not going to give up and let the Israelites go.

· He planned to go after them and recapture them.

Exo 14:5  When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the mind of Pharaoh and his servants was changed toward the people, and they said, "What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?" 

Exo 14:6  So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him, 

Exo 14:7  and took six hundred chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 

D. The Israelites were afraid, and they blamed Moses.

Exo 14:10  When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD. 

Exo 14:11  They said to Moses, "Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 

Exo 14:12  Is not this what we said to you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness."
Even though they had seen all the great and mighty things the Lord had done in Egypt, they still did not trust in the Lord.

· This is the first of Israel's many complaints against Moses and Yahweh that Moses recorded in Scripture. It is the first of ten that culminated in God's judgment of them at Kadesh Barnea (v. 11; Num. 14:22-23).  www.soniclight.com p74

Moses, however, trusted in the Lord and told the Israelites to believe God.

Exo 14:13  And Moses said to the people, "Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 

Exo 14:14  The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent."
· Note:  Are we any different from the Israelites?  Are we willing to believe God’s Word and trust only in Him?

· Satan does not want us to believe.  We may live and work with people who are telling us not to believe.  But are we willing to believe God?

Even though the Israelites sinned and didn’t trust in the Lord, He was merciful and planned to deliver them.

They couldn’t deliver themselves.

· The sea was in front of them, mountains were around them, and their enemies were behind them.

· ONLY GOD COULD SAVE THEM.

· Note:  When God put Adam and Eve out of the garden, away from Him, there was no way back into the garden, and they could not make things right between them and God.  Only God could provide a way so that they could be accepted once again by Him.  It was God who provided a way for Abel to be accepted by God.  Only God could save Noah and his family from the flood.  When Isaac was bound and placed on the altar and his father had the knife raised above him, only God could save him.  The parents of the firstborn children of Israel could not save their children from death unless God chose to provide a way.  Likewise, Israel could not escape from the Egyptians unless God made a way for them.

· It is the same with us.  We cannot make a way to escape the wrath of God.  We cannot make things right between us and God by the things we do.  Only God can save us from everlasting punishment.

E. God opened the sea.

Exo 14:15  The LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 

Exo 14:16  Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground.

God created the sea, so He has complete control over it.

· Psa 95:5  The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
· Psa 104:5  He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be moved. 

· Psa 104:6  You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 

· Psa 104:7  At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder they took to flight. 

· Psa 104:8  The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place that you appointed for them. 

· Psa 104:9  You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not again cover the earth.
· Note:  In the beginning, the whole earth was covered with water.  Remember how the Lord caused the water to move back so there was dry ground.  The Lord, who in the beginning caused the water to move back, had not changed.  He commanded this sea to move back so His people could walk on dry land to the other side.  God could do this, for He has control over the whole earth.

It was not difficult for God to open the sea so that the Israelites could walk through to the other side.

· The Lord is almighty

· Nothing is too hard for Him.

· Jer 32:17  'Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who has made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.
F. God led Israel through the sea.

Exo 14:19  Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 

Exo 14:20  coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night. 

Exo 14:21  Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 

Exo 14:22  And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

The Lord did not forsake His people.

· He promised to lead them safely out of Egypt and into the land He had promised to Abraham.

· The Lord led the Israelites into the path, which He had made through the sea.

· The Lord moved the cloud that was leading Israel and placed it between them and the Egyptians.

Behind the Israelites, the cloud was bright and shining like the sun.

It gave light so the Israelites could see where they were going.

Before the Egyptians, however, the cloud was black.  There was only darkness in front of them.

· The angel switched from guiding to guarding the Israelites.  www.soniclight.com p75
Nevertheless, the Egyptians continued to follow because the Lord planned to destroy them.

Exo 14:23  The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 

Exo 14:24  And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 

Exo 14:25  clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from before Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians."
G. God drowned the Egyptians armies in the sea.

Theme:  God is holy and righteous.  He demands death as the payment for sin.

Exo 14:26  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen." 

Exo 14:27  So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 

Exo 14:28  The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 

Exo 14:29  But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

The Egyptian armies were drowned by God in the sea.


No one can fight against God and succeed.

· He punishes all those who fight against Him.

· But He is the merciful Savior of all those who believe His Word and come to Him in the way He says.  

· 1Ti 4:10  For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.
Exo 14:30  Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.


The Lord protected all of the Israelites.

· Not one of them was drowned, and the Egyptians did not catch any of them.

· The Lord saved them because of His love for them and because He had promised to save them.

· Psa 105:42  For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham, his servant. 

· Psa 105:43  So he brought his people out with joy, his chosen ones with singing.
· Theme:  Man must have faith in order to please God and be saved.

Exo 14:31  Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.


When Israel saw the great things which the Lord did, they believed in Him.

· Consider:  Some people say they will only believe if they can see God do some great and wonderful thing.  But God has not promised that He will do spectacular miracles so that we will believe.  God has given us His Word, and He tells us to believe that and to trust in Him.  If we refuse to believe what He has written in His Word, then we will die without God go to everlasting punishment.

· This miraculous deliverance produced fear (reverential trust) in Yahweh among the Israelites (v. 31). Their confidence in Moses as well as in God revived (cf. v. 10-12). ". . . whenever confidence in Moses increases, as here and at Sinai, it is because of an action of Yahweh." 
·  In view of the importance of the concept of faith and trust in God for the writer of the Pentateuch, we should take a long look at these verses. Just as Abraham believed God and was counted righteous (Ge 15:6), so the Israelites, under the leadership of Moses, also believed God. It seems reasonable that the writer would have us conclude here in the wilderness the people of God were living a righteous life of faith, like Abraham. As they headed toward Sinai, their trust was in the God of Abraham who had done great deeds for them. It is only natural, and certainly in line with the argument of the book, that they would break out into a song of praise in the next chapter. On the negative side, however, we should not lose sight of the fact that these same people would forget only too quickly the great work of God, make a golden calf (Ps 106:11-13), and thus forsake the God about whom they were now singing." "Here [v. 31] the title of 'servant' is given to Moses. This is the highest title a mortal can have in the OT—the 'servant of Yahweh.' It signifies more than a believer; it describes the individual as acting on behalf of God. For example, when Moses stretched out his hand, God used it as his own (Isa 63:12). Moses was God's personal representative."  www.soniclight.com p75
H. Israel complained.

Exo 16:1  They set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 

Exo 16:2  And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 

Exo 16:3  and the people of Israel said to them, "Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger."
Even though the Lord had delivered the Israelites from the Egyptians by opening the Red Sea and leading them safely through, they had not learned to trust in Him.

· Psa 78:11  They forgot his works and the wonders that he had shown them.
· They murmured and grumbled and blamed Moses and Aaron.

· Instead of complaining, they should have trusted in the Lord to give them food.

They could not get food anywhere.

· Look at a map:  The Sinai Desert – it was impossible for the Israelites or Moses to provide food for them.  Only God could save them.

· Moses couldn’t provide for them.

· Not only were there no “supermarkets;” neither was anything growing there.

· It was a barren desert.

· "A pattern is thus established here that continues  throughout the narratives of Israel's sojourn in the wilderness. As the people's trust in the Lord and in Moses waned in the wilderness, the need grew for stricter lessons."  www.soniclight.com  p82

God wanted the Israelites to know that He alone could help them in this situation.

In the same way, God wants each sinner to realize that God alone can save him from the punishment for sin.

I. God promised them food.

· Theme: God is all-powerful.

Exo 16:11  And the LORD said to Moses, 

Exo 16:12  "I have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.'"
Although the Israelites and Moses couldn’t provide food, the Lord could; nothing is impossible to God.

· No one deserves God’s grace and mercy.

· We all deserve everlasting punishment.

J. God gave them food.

· Theme: God is loving, merciful, and gracious.

Exo 16:13  In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay around the camp. 

Exo 16:14  And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 

Exo 16:15  When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, "It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat.

God helps the helpless; He delivers those who have no way to escape.

· Recall:  When Adam and Eve sinned against God and were therefore separated from Him, God promised to send a Savior to deliver them.  They tried to make clothing from leaves, but God provided them with the skins of animals.  God, in His mercy and grace, accepted Abel’s offering.  God saved Noah and his family from the flood.  God called Abraham out of idolatry, protected Jacob’s family from starvation through Joseph, called Moses to deliver the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, and opened up the sea for them.  Now He promised to give the Israelites food.  None of these people deserved the things that God did for them.  He did it all because He is merciful and gracious.

· Jesus Christ compared Himself to the manna (John 6:33, 41-42, 52). Our Lord gave Himself unreservedly, but each Christian has no more of Him experientially than we appropriate by faith. Manna also represents Christ in His humiliation giving His flesh so we might have life (John 6:49-51).  To meditate on Him is to feed on the true manna (John 6:38-40).  www.soniclight.com p83

Exo 16:35  The people of Israel ate the manna forty years, till they came to a habitable land. They ate the manna till they came to the border of the land of Canaan.

The Lord faithfully provided manna for the Israelites from this time forward and throughout the time they were in the wilderness.

· He never failed them.

· God is faithful.

· He can be trusted to do everything He has said in His Word.

K. Israel murmured once again.

Although the Israelites were thankful for the Lord’s provision of food, they soon forgot about His great power, and they began to complain again.

· Again the Israelites complained because there was no water to drink when they camped at Rephidim (cf. 15:24). At Marah there was bad water, but now there was none.
· Does this sound familiar to you?

· Listen to what happened this time.

Exo 17:1  All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 

Exo 17:2  Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water to drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?" 

Exo 17:3  But the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?" 

Exo 17:4  So Moses cried to the LORD, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me."
· Consider:  How long can a man live without water?  Man can only a few days.  The Israelites were afraid they were all going to die there in the desert.  Can you imagine the burden Moses felt?  He had no way of supplying water for these people.  Only God could help them.

· We know that God can do all things.  But where could God get water in that dry, barren place?  Why should God provide for these people?  The people did not deserve God’s help.

· Note:  some people may still think that the people deserved God’s help.  God’s provision comes out of His love and grace and faithfulness; not because man is deserving!

· The Israelites' grumbling demonstrated lack of faith since God had promised to supply their needs (v. 2). They wanted Him to act as they dictated rather than waiting for Him to provide as He had promised. This was how they tested or challenged the Lord (cf. 1 Cor. 10:10). It was proper for God to test them (15:25; 16:4), but it was improper for them to test Him.  www.soniclight.com p85

L. God told Moses what to do.

God didn’t let the Israelites die of thirst.

He gave them water because He is loving, merciful, and gracious.

Exo 17:5  And the LORD said to Moses, "Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 

Exo 17:6  Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink."

God told Moses to strike the rock with his rod.


God promised that He would give water out of the rock.

· Consider:  How much more sense it would have made to us if God had told them to dig a hole in the sand or make a well.  Then we could have “explained” how He provided the water.  But this was a true miracle of God.  God and only God can bring water out of a rock in the middle of the desert.  He wanted the Israelites (and us) to know that only God was able to save them from death.

Moses had to do it God’s way.

Every time they had an impossible situation, God told them exactly what they must do.

· Note:  God is the same today.  He does not leave it up to us to work out a way to escape from our sin, Satan’s power, and everlasting punishment.  God is the Savior of all those who will turn from trusting themselves and trust only in Him.  He alone makes a way for sinners to escape.

M. God provided them with water.

Exo 17:6  … And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.

In obedience to the Lord, Moses stuck the rock.


Immediately, a great stream of water flowed out.


There was sufficient for all of the Israelites and their animals.

· Note:  We do not know the exact numbers of Israelites at this time – only the men over twenty were counted in the census recorded in the Bible – but we can estimate from this census that there were perhaps two and half million people.  There was enough water for all of them and their animals!  Psa 105:41  He opened the rock, and water gushed out; it flowed through the desert like a river.
God gave the Israelites food and water even though they didn’t deserve anything from God.

· They didn’t work for this food and water.

· God didn’t ask for anything in return.

· He gave them food and water because He is loving and merciful.

· God had assured the Israelites in Egypt that He would bring them into the Promised Land. Consequently all their grumbling demonstrated a lack of faith. This second instance of complaining about lack of water was more serious than the first because God had provided good water for them earlier in the desert (15:25).  www.soniclight.com p86

No person merits God’s love and mercy.

· We cannot gain acceptance with God by the things that we do.

· God’s forgiveness to sinners is a gift.

· Eph 2:8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

· Eph 2:9  not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
· Tit 3:5  he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
· Rom 6:23  … but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
God faithfully protected the Israelites and provided all they needed.

· God had promised that He would bless Abraham’s descendants.

· God always does whatever He says.

N. Conclusion

The story of God’s provision for the Israelites is retold many times in the Old Testament and referred to in the New Testament.

These are historical events.

They are miracles, and they are God’s miracles

· They show us His faithfulness to keep His promises.

· They show us His great love for His people.

· They show us His sovereign power over all creation.

God is beyond our understanding – so are His miracles.

But we can believe that these things really happened, because God said so in His word.

