Lesson 22:  God Sent Plagues on Egypt; God Passed Over Israel

A. Introduction

Today’s lesson starts with the Israelites enslaved in Egypt by a powerful pharaoh.

B. Pharaoh refused to obey God’s command given through Moses and Aaron

Exo 5:1  Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Let my people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.'" 

Exo 5:2  But Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and moreover, I will not let Israel go."
God used Moses and Aaron to speak to the king of Egypt, but Pharaoh refused to obey the Lord’s command.

The Egyptians did not worship God; they worshiped the things that God had made.

Because the majority of the people of the world had turned to worship idols and had lost the true understanding of God, God called Abraham and made him the father of the nation of Israel.

God would have taught the king of Egypt that idols are false gods and that the God of Abraham and Israel is the only true and living God, but Pharaoh did not want to listen.

C. Through Pharaoh’s rebellion, the Lord purposed to show Israel that He was their God

The generation of Israelites living in Egypt when Moses returned there had not seen any evidence of the Lord’s greatness and power.

Exo 6:1  But the LORD said to Moses, "Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will send them out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land." 

Exo 6:2  God spoke to Moses and said to him, "I am the LORD. 

Exo 6:3  I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. 

Exo 6:4  I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 

Exo 6:5  Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have remembered my covenant. 

Exo 6:6  Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 

Exo 6:7  I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 

Exo 6:8  I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.'"
D. Through Pharaoh’s rebellion, the Lord planned to show the Egyptians that He alone is the true and living God.

God also planned to show the Egyptians that:

Because Pharaoh was determined to fight against God, God planned to use this wicked king to display His mighty power and terrible judgment on all those who rebel against Him.

Exo 7:4  Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. 

Exo 7:5  The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from among them."

This should be a warning to all of us.

E. The Lord sent nine plagues on Egypt

Because the king of Egypt refused to release the Israelites, the Lord began to show His great power.

Pharaoh and the Egyptian people could not save themselves from these terrible plagues sent by the Lord.

Neither could their false gods save them.

But for the Lord’s mercy and love to the Israelites, they, too, would have suffered the plagues.

Another reason why God protected the Israelites was that God had not forgotten His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

God also protected Israel from the plagues so that the king of Egypt would realize that the God of Israel was the only true and living god in the whole earth.

With each of the plagues, the pattern of response was the same:

F. The Lord’s last judgment on the Egyptians

Although the Lord had already sent nine terrible plagues on the rebellious Egyptians, the king of Egypt still refused to obey the Lord and let the Israelites go free.

God knew all along that Pharaoh would be stubborn and would refuse to release the Israelites go free.

The Lord knew that, after this final plague, Pharaoh would release the Israelites.

Exo 11:1  The LORD said to Moses, "Yet one plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive you away completely.

Exo 11:4  So Moses said, "Thus says the LORD: About midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt, 

Exo 11:5  and every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. 

Exo 11:6  There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again. 

Exo 11:7  But not a dog shall growl against any of the people of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know that the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.
G. The Lord’s instructions to Moses

God told Moses how the Israelites must prepare for the final and most terrible plague of all.

The Israelites were also sinners and deserved to die for their sins.

They also would have suffered through this last terrible judgment if it had not been for the Lord’s mercy and grace.

God remembered His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

This is what the Lord told Moses that the Israelites must do in order to save their firstborn children from death.

1. They must choose a lamb without blemish.

Exo 12:1  The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 

Exo 12:2  "This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 

Exo 12:3  Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 

Exo 12:4  And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 

Exo 12:5  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats,
2. They must kill the lamb and catch its blood in a basin.

Exo 12:6  and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight.

The lamb was to be kept until the day specified by the Lord, which was the fourteenth day of the month.


They were to kill the lamb in the evening of that day.

The lamb must die.  Its blood, on which its life depended, must be allowed to flow out. This was to remind the Israelites that the punishment for sin is death.

3. They must place the blood on both of the doorposts and above the door.

Exo 12:7  "Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.
Exo 12:22  Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin.

God told the Israelites to catch the blood in a basin.


Then they were to take a small branch of a certain bush and dip it into the blood.

With this bush, they were to put the blood on both sides of the door and over the door of the house where they were going to be eating the lamb on that night.

It was the blood of the lamb on the doorpost that would save the firstborn from God’s judgment.

4. They must stay inside the house on which they had placed the blood.

They must not go out of the house until the morning.

Exo 12:22  … None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning.
5. They must not break any of the lamb’s bones.

These were God’s instructions for Israel.

They had to do everything as the Lord had told Moses.

H. The Lord’s promise to the Israelites

Exo 12:12  For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 

Exo 12:13  The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 

Exo 12:14  "This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.
God promised the Israelites that, when He saw the blood on their houses, He would not allow the plague to enter and kill their firstborn.

I. Israel’s faith and obedience

Exo 12:28  Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.
The Israelites were to trust in God who had told them that, when He saw the blood on the doorposts of their houses, their firstborn children and the firstborn of their livestock would not die.

J. All the Egyptians’ firstborn died

Exo 12:29  At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 

Exo 12:30  And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was not dead.

Every firstborn child and the firstborn of all the Egyptians’ livestock died.

The Lord passed through Egypt just as He said He would. 

Because the Israelites had put the blood on their houses in obedience to the Lord, not one of their firstborn children or livestock died.

K. Pharaoh told the Israelites to go

Exo 12:31  Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, "Up, go out from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as you have said. 

Exo 12:32  Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me also!" 

Exo 12:33  The Egyptians were urgent with the people to send them out of the land in haste. For they said, "We shall all be dead." 

Exo 12:34  So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls being bound up in their cloaks on their shoulders. 

Exo 12:35  The people of Israel had also done as Moses told them, for they had asked the Egyptians for silver and gold jewelry and for clothing. 

Exo 12:36  And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.
Pharaoh called Moses that very night and told him to take the Israelites out of Egypt.

Pharaoh thought that he could fight against God and that God couldn’t make him give in, but no one can fight against the Lord and win.

L. Conclusion

We are fortunate to have this story.

We do not need to refuse God as Pharaoh did.

We can learn from this awful tragedy to believe God and to believe His Word.

God has not changed.

The Lord delivered His people just as He had promised He would.

God will punish those who fight against Him, but He will show His mercy and give His peace to those who trust Him.

