Lesson 21:  God Preserved Israel Enslaved in Egypt; God Chose, Protected, and 

                     Called Moses to Deliver Israel












Review:

· The lesson presents God’s sovereign wording in and through the life of Joseph to bring Israel into Egypt.

· God’s faithfulness is highlighted through Joseph’s trust in Him.

· God communicated with Joseph though dreams and brought to fulfillment all He had promised.

A. Introduction

This study begins in the second book of the Bible – Exodus.

· Exodus means “going out.”

· This book records how God took His people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.

As we study this amazing story, let’s keep in mind these things:

First, remember that the Bible is a true history.

· The events of Genesis and Exodus are mentioned many times throughout the Bible in both the Old and New Testaments.

· Many of the minute details of Genesis and Exodus have been confirmed by archeological discoveries.

Second, keep your eyes on what God is doing.

· You will learn a great deal about God from this book.

· Just as our actions reveal our character, so God’s actions reveal His character.

Third, remember that God is the same today as He was at the time this story took place.

· He never changes.

· God is still holy, all-powerful, all knowing, faithful and sovereign.

B. Israel increased in number and in riches.

Joseph and all his generation died in Egypt.

· Joseph, his brothers, and their families continued to live in Egypt after their father’s death even though the drought had ended.

· They did not return to the land that God had promised to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

· The Bible says that Joseph and all that generation died in Egypt.

· Gen 50:26  So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.
About 350 years passed between the time that Israel came down to live in Egypt and the time that their story picks up again here in the book of Exodus.

Israel had been living in Egypt all that time.

Exo 1:6  Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 

Exo 1:7  But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them.

The children of Israel prospered in Egypt.

· Their numbers increased rapidly.

· They also became very rich.  They had many cows, goats, and sheep and grass for them.

· The king was very good to them.

· Moses used the round number 70 for the number of Jacob's descendants when the patriarch entered Egypt (v. 5; cf. Gen. 46:27).9 The writer's purpose was to contrast the small number of Israelites that entered Egypt with the large number that existed at the time Exodus begins (vv. 8ff.), about two million individuals (cf. 12:37; 38:26; Num. 1:45-47). www.soniclight.com

But things were to change soon.

C. The new King’s evil plans

Exo 1:9  And he said to his people, "Behold, the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 

Exo 1:10  Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land." 

Exo 1:11  Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and Raamses.

Who do you think was guiding Pharaoh in his evil plan?

· Satan was, Satan hates God and man.

Why would Satan want to destroy the nation of Israel?

· Satan knew that God had promised to send the Deliverer who would destroy Satan and deliver man from his power.

· He also knew that God had promised that this Savior would be born through the nation of Israel.

· To Abraham - Gen 12:3  I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  

· To Jacob - Gen 28:14  Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.
· Satan knew that the Deliverer would be a descendant of Abraham.

· Satan wanted to destroy the nation of Israel because they were the people God had chosen to fulfill His plan in the world.

· Satan didn’t want anyone to be delivered from his power and from the righteous punishment of God.

· The first plan (plan A) was to make the Hebrews toil hard in manual labor. Normally a population grows more slowly under oppression than in prosperous times. However the opposite took place in the case of the Israelites (v. 12). Physical oppression also tends to crush the spirit, and in this objective the Egyptians were somewhat successful (2:23-24). Verse 10 should read as follows. "Let us (the entire Egyptian ruling class) deal wisely with them (the Israelites) lest they . . . in the event of war (with enemies, the Hyksos, or any other) . . . join themselves to those who hate us and fight against us and depart from the land."18 www.soniclight.com
· Plan B consisted of ordering the Hebrew midwives to kill all the male Hebrew babies at birth.

· The intent of plan C was also to do away with the male Hebrew babies (v. 22). However instead of relying on the Hebrew midwives Pharaoh called on all his subjects to throw every Hebrew boy that was born into the Nile River. Since the Egyptians regarded the Nile as a manifestation of deity perhaps Pharaoh was making obedience to his edict an act of worship for the Egyptians. This plan evidently failed too. The Egyptians do not appear to have cooperated with Pharaoh. Even Pharaoh's daughter did not obey this command (2:6-8). This plan, too, may very well have continued in effect for many years. www.soniclight.com 

D. Moses’ birth and his mother’s plan

Exo 2:1  Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman. 

Exo 2:2  The woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three months. 

Exo 2:3  When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank. 

Exo 2:4  And his sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to him.

The parents of this child trusted God to take care of their baby son.

· Jochebed and Amram hid Moses because they trusted God (v. 3; Heb. 11:23-26). The same Hebrew word translated "wicker basket" in this verse (tehvah) reads "ark" in English translations of Genesis 6:14. As Noah's ark was God's instrument for preserving one savior of the human race, Moses' ark proved to be His means of preserving another savior of the Israelites. Moses' parents obeyed Pharaoh and put Moses in the river (1:22), but they also trusted God who delivered their baby.
E. Moses was adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter

Exo 2:5  Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young women walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant woman, and she took it. 

Exo 2:6  When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took pity on him and said, "This is one of the Hebrews' children." 

Exo 2:7  Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?" 

Exo 2:8  And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Go." So the girl went and called the child's mother. 

Exo 2:9  And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages." So the woman took the child and nursed him. 

Exo 2:10  When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses, "Because," she said, "I drew him out of the water."
God used Moses’ courageous sister and even Pharaoh’s daughter to protect Moses.

Then God returned Moses to his own mother to nurse him until he was old enough to be sent back to Pharaoh’s daughter.


God planned to use Moses to deliver the Israelites from slavery.

· God knew that Moses would be safer in Pharaoh’s house that anywhere else.

· He also knew that Moses would learn many things there that would be important for him to know for his future work as the leader of his people.

· Note:  Egyptian writings of this time mention that the children of Egyptian leaders were given instruction in writing and literary skills as well as domestic and military leadership training.  Moses may well have been instructed in these areas as he grew up in Pharaoh’s household.

· Act 7:22  And Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds.
As in Joseph’s story, we see God working through an adverse situation to accomplish His purposes and to bring about the best results for His people.

Remember – God is greater than Satan.

· No one and nothing can stop Him from doing whatever He plans.

· He continues to carry out His plans even in adverse situations and works through these situations to bring about good for those who trust Him.  Romans 8:28

· God has all wisdom – we can trust Him.  He cared for His people Israel, even while they were in bondage; and He also cares for you.

Each of us needs to understand God’s word so we will know what God has done to deliver us all from the power of Satan and to bring us back to God.

F. Moses, when he reached manhood

Exo 2:11  One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked on their burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people. 

Exo 2:12  He looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 

Exo 2:13  When he went out the next day, behold, two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, "Why do you strike your companion?" 

Exo 2:14  He answered, "Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?" Then Moses was afraid, and thought, "Surely the thing is known." 

Exo 2:15  When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat down by a well. 

Exo 2:16  Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came and drew water and filled the troughs to water their father's flock. 

Exo 2:17  The shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and saved them, and watered their flock. 

Exo 2:18  When they came home to their father Reuel, he said, "How is it that you have come home so soon today?" 

Exo 2:19  They said, "An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds and even drew water for us and watered the flock." 

Exo 2:20  He said to his daughters, "Then where is he? Why have you left the man? Call him, that he may eat bread." 

Exo 2:21  And Moses was content to dwell with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter Zipporah. 

Exo 2:22  She gave birth to a son, and he called his name Gershom, for he said, "I have been a sojourner in a foreign land."

The Israelites were held captive by the evil pharaoh.

· They couldn’t escape.

· Moses tried to help them, but he failed.

· No human could release his people from the wicked ruler of Egypt.

· Only God could help them.

· Moses' desire to help his brethren was admirable, but his methods were deplorable (v. 12; cf. Acts 7:23-29). He trusted in his own ability to liberate the Israelites and sought to bring this about by natural means. He even resorted to sinful means and seized authority rather than waiting for God to bestow this on him.  www.soniclight.com

· Compare:  Just as Pharaoh held the Israelites captive, so our forefathers, all our children, and we are born captives of Satan.  We cannot deliver ourselves form him. No teacher, or preacher can deliver us; no other human being can deliver us.  Only God can deliver us form the bondage of Satan.

G. Moses saw the burning bush

Exo 3:1  Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

Exo 3:2  And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 

Exo 3:3  And Moses said, "I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned."
This bush was an ordinary bush; the extraordinary thing was that the bush was burning and yet it was not being burned up.


Because God was in the bush, the bush wasn’t consumed.

· God is almighty

The burning bush was to remind Moses of the terrible conditions of his people Israel.

· They, like the burning bush, were in danger of being totally destroyed.

· But, just as God was in the bush and kept it from being consumed, so He was with Israel, the descendants of Abraham.

· Isa 12:6  Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you." 
· Satan and Pharaoh could not destroy the Israelites while God was with them.
H. God gave His message to Moses

Exo 3:4  When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."
Moses didn’t know that God was in the bush until God spoke to him from out of the middle of the fire.

· This was the first time God had revealed Himself to Moses, or anyone else as far as Scripture records, for over 430 years (v. 4). Later in history God broke another 400-year long period of prophetic silence when John the Baptist and Jesus appeared to lead an even more significant exodus.  www.Soniclight.com

Exo 3:5  Then he said, "Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." 

Exo 3:6  And he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

God told Moses to take his sandals off as a sign of respect to God who is perfect and is the great Creator.

· To be barefoot was a sign of humility and submission.

The Lord chooses whomever He pleases to do His will, and when the time comes for the Lord to fulfill His plans, no one can stop Him.

· Psa 115:3  Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.

· Psa 135:5  For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is above all gods. 

· Psa 135:6  Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, in the seas and all deeps.
God told Moses that He had chosen him to lead the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt and take them back to the land that God had given to Abraham.

· "God begins his discourse with Moses by warning him not to come near to him because he is holy (v. 5). As we will later see, the idea of God's holiness is a central theme in the remainder of the book. Indeed, the whole structure of Israel's worship of God at the tabernacle is based on a view of God as the absolutely Holy One who has come to dwell in their midst. We should not lose sight of the fact, however, that at the same time that God warns Moses to stand at a distance, he also speaks to him 'face to face' (cf. Nu 12:8). The fact that God is a holy God should not be understood to mean that he is an impersonal force—God is holy yet intensely personal. This is a central theme in the narratives of the Sinai covenant that follow."56 www.soniclight.com

Exo 3:7  Then the LORD said, "I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 

Exo 3:8  and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 

Exo 3:9  And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 

Exo 3:10  Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt."
Moses had failed when he had tried to help his people previously, so he knew that he was not able by his own strength to confront the king and deliver Israel from slavery.

Exo 3:11  But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?"

God told Moses that He would be with him, and He gave Moses a sign.

· God promised Moses that He would bring him back to this mountain where he was standing before the burning bush.

· This mountain was called Mount Sinai or Mount Horeb.

Exo 3:12  He said, "But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain."
· "In these verses [11-12], the presentation of the tetragrammaton is only introduced. Moses objected, . . . 'Who am I, . . . that I . . . that I . . . ?' and God answers, . .  'The point is I AM with you.' Who Moses is is not the question; it is rather, who is with Moses?"61  www.soniclight.com

· "As long as a man holds that he is easily able to do some great deed of heroism and faith, he is probably incompetent for it, but when he protests his inability, and puts away the earliest proposals, though made by the Almighty Himself, he gives the first unmistakable sign that he has been rightly designated."62  www.soniclight.com

I. “I AM”

Exo 3:13  Then Moses said to God, "If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?"

Moses was still not satisfied.

· His own people, the Israelites, had rejected him when he had tried to assist them previously.

· He wondered if they would believe him when he went back to them and told them that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had sent him to deliver them from slavery.

· Moses' fear that the Israelite elders would not accept him is understandable (v. 13). God had not revealed Himself to His people for over 400 years. When Moses asked how he should answer the Israelites' question, "What is His name?" he was asking how he could demonstrate to them that their God had sent him.  www.Soniclight.com
Exo 3:14  God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'"
· Moses had asked, "Who am I?" implying his complete inadequacy for his calling. God replied, "I am who I am!" implying His complete adequacy. The issue was not who Moses was but who God is. I believe God meant, I am the God of your forefathers who proved myself long ago as completely adequate for all their needs, so it really doesn't matter who you are, Moses. Moses would learn the complete adequacy of God himself in the events that followed. Later, Pharaoh would say, "Who is the LORD?" (5:2), and God's response was, "I am the LORD!" (6:2, 6, 8). Pharaoh, too, then learned God's complete adequacy. The real issue, then, was, and is, who God is. www. Soniclight.com
Exo 3:15  God also said to Moses, "Say this to the people of Israel, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 

Exo 3:16  Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, "I have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 

Exo 3:17  and I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey."' 

Exo 3:18  And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.'
J. God knew what the king would do

Exo 3:19  But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand. 

Exo 3:20  So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all the wonders that I will do in it; after that he will let you go.

God knew exactly how the king of Egypt would react.

· God knows our thoughts, words, and actions before we ever think, say or do them.

· He knows everything about us from birth to death and even after death.
· Heb 4:13  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
K. God gave Aaron to be Moses’ assistant

Moses had one more suggestion: He told the Lord to send someone else more suitable than himself.

Exo 4:13  But he said, "Oh, my Lord, please send someone else."
· Rather than inspiring confidence in Moses, God's commission frightened him (vv. 10-12). Moses' claim to be slow of speech (not handicapped, but lacking in eloquence) was a thinly veiled excuse by which Moses hoped to escape his calling. Stephen said Moses was eloquent (Acts 7:22).  Apparently Moses felt he did not have sufficient oratorical ability to persuade the Israelite elders or Pharaoh. God assured Moses that He would enable Him to communicate effectively. Again God reminded Moses that He was the creator.
The Lord was angry with Moses for continuing to argue, but He promised to send Aaron, Moses’ older brother, to assist him.

Exo 4:14  Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses and he said, "Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 

Exo 4:15  You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 

Exo 4:16  He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him. 

Exo 4:17  And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs."
L. Moses obeyed the Lord

Exo 4:18  Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, "Please let me go back to my brothers in Egypt to see whether they are still alive." And Jethro said to Moses, "Go in peace."
· This section makes it possible for us to gain great insight into Moses' feelings about God's promises to his forefathers and about his own life. Moses had become thoroughly disillusioned. He regarded himself as a failure, the objects of his ministry as hopeless, and God as unfaithful, uncaring, and unable to deliver His people. He had learned his own inability to deliver Israel, but he did not yet believe in God's ability to do so. Even the miraculous revelation of God at the burning bush and the miracles that God enabled Moses to perform did not convince him of God's purpose and power. One supernatural revelation, even one involving miracles, does not usually change convictions that a person has built up over years of experience. We not only need to believe in our own inability to produce supernatural change, as Moses did, but we also need to believe in God's ability to produce it. Moses had not yet learned the second lesson, which God proceeded to teach him. www.soniclight.com

The Lord assured Moses that the king and all the others who had previously planned to harm him were now dead.


No doubt this encouraged Moses as he finally set out for Egypt.

Exo 4:19  And the LORD said to Moses in Midian, "Go back to Egypt, for all the men who were seeking your life are dead." 

Exo 4:20  So Moses took his wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And Moses took the staff of God in his hand.
M. The Lord sent Aaron to meet Moses

The Lord kept His promise to Moses and sent Moses’ older brother, Aaron, to meet him.

He was to accompany and assist Moses as he went to Pharaoh to demand the release of the Israelites.

Exo 4:27  The LORD said to Aaron, "Go into the wilderness to meet Moses." So he went and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him. 

Exo 4:28  And Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD with which he had sent him to speak, and all the signs that he had commanded him to do.

Moses and Aaron went back to Egypt.

They call together their own people, the Israelites, and told them what the Lord had said to Moses.

N. Israel believed that the Lord had sent Moses.

Exo 4:29  Then Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the elders of the people of Israel. 

Exo 4:30  Aaron spoke all the words that the LORD had spoken to Moses and did the signs in the sight of the people. 

Exo 4:31  And the people believed; and when they heard that the LORD had visited the people of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed their heads and worshiped.

The Israelites believed God’s Word given through Moses.


They were thankful that the Lord had heard their cries for deliverance

· Consider:  The Israelites were wise to listen to and believe in God’s message through Moses.  When we don’t believe the Word of the Lord, we are calling Him a liar.  The Lord is unable to help those who refuse to believe His Word.

O. Conclusion

What we have just studied is much more than a story about a man named Moses.

It is the true history of Israel.

It is also part of the background of God’s plan to send a Deliverer for mankind.

It is God’s story.

He was going to bring deliverance to them and, ultimately, through them, to you and me.

SCOPE

Exodus embraces about 431 years of history, from the arrival of Jacob and his family in

Egypt (ca. 1876 B.C.) to the erection of the tabernacle in the wilderness of Sinai (ca.

1445 B.C.). However 1:1-7 is a review of Jacob's family. If we eliminate this section, the

narrative resumes the story of the Israelites where Genesis ends, after the death of Joseph.

About 364 years elapsed between the death of Joseph and the building of the tabernacle.

The bulk of the book (chs. 3—40) deals with only two of these years, the year before and

the year after the Exodus from Egypt. The Exodus event is clearly the focus of this book.

The Israelites lived in Egypt 430 years (12:40). Genesis 15:13 has the round number 400

years as the time of Israel's oppression in Egypt.4

PURPOSE

"The purpose of the Book of Exodus is to celebrate God's gracious

deliverance of His chosen people Israel from Egyptian slavery to the

freedom of covenant relationship and fellowship with Him."5
