Lesson 20:  God promoted Joseph and Took Israel into Egypt

A. Introduction

We ended our last lesson with Joseph being sold to traders who took him to Egypt, where he was sold as a slave.

For a short time everything went well for Joseph in the home where he worked, but when his master’s wife made false accusations against him, Joseph was put into prison.

B. Joseph was put into prison.

Gen 39:20  And Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison.

Joseph still trusted in God.

The greatest thing that you can do is to accept God’s Word as the truth and to trust in all that He has written in the Bible.


God did not fail Joseph even when he was in prison.

C. Pharaoh’s dreams

Gen 41:1  After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, 

Gen 41:2  and behold, there came up out of the Nile seven cows attractive and plump, and they fed in the reed grass. 

Gen 41:3  And behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. 

Gen 41:4  And the ugly, thin cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke. 

Gen 41:5  And he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and good, were growing on one stalk. 

Gen 41:6  And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, thin and blighted by the east wind. 

Gen 41:7  And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 

Gen 41:8  So in the morning his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none who could interpret them to Pharaoh.
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, did not know or worship the true and living God.

The Egyptians worshiped the sun, moon, and stars, animals, and the Nile River.  

Even though they did not worship God, God planned to use this king and his country to fulfill the purposes of God.

Pro 21:1  The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will.


God is ruler over all people and nations even though they may not know or worship Him.

At this time, Joseph was in prison.

D. Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams.

Gen 41:14  Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they quickly brought him out of the pit. And when he had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came in before Pharaoh. 

Gen 41:15  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it." 

Gen 41:16  Joseph answered Pharaoh, "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer."

Gen 41:25  Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, "The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 

Gen 41:26  The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are one. 

Gen 41:27  The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind are also seven years of famine. 

Gen 41:28  It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 

Gen 41:29  There will come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, 

Gen 41:30  but after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. The famine will consume the land, 

Gen 41:31  and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the famine that will follow, for it will be very severe. 

Gen 41:32  And the doubling of Pharaoh's dream means that the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about.
Joseph was unable to interpret the dreams of the king, but he trusted in the Lord to give him the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dreams.

God gave Joseph understanding so that the king would know what was about to take place in his country.

God never fails those who trust in Him.

E. Joseph was given the position second to Pharaoh.

Gen 41:38  And Pharaoh said to his servants, "Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?" 

Gen 41:39  Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. 

Gen 41:40  You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you." 

Gen 41:41  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt."
Even though Joseph had been through difficult experiences, the Lord was still in control.

God always does what He plans.

F. Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt for food.

Gen 42:1  When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, "Why do you look at one another?" 

Gen 42:2  And he said, "Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die." 

Gen 42:3  So ten of Joseph's brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt.
Gen 42:6  Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph's brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. 

Gen 42:7  Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them. "Where do you come from?" he said. They said, "From the land of Canaan, to buy food." 

Gen 42:8  And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him.
Again, God was bringing to pass the things that he had shown young Joseph in his dreams.  His brothers did indeed bow down before him!

G. Joseph disclosed his true identity.

Gen 43:1  Now the famine was severe in the land. 

Gen 43:2  And when they had eaten the grain that they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, "Go again, buy us a little food."
Gen 45:3  And Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 

Gen 45:4  So Joseph said to his brothers, "Come near to me, please." And they came near. And he said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 

Gen 45:5  And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 

Gen 45:6  For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 

Gen 45:7  And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 

Gen 45:8  So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

Gen 45:9  Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry.
Rather than treating his brothers as their deeds deserved, Joseph explained to them that God was in control of the situation, and that He had used the brothers’ horrible actions to work for good.

H. Israel went down to Egypt.

Gen 45:25  So they went up out of Egypt and came to the land of Canaan to their father Jacob. 

Gen 45:26  And they told him, "Joseph is still alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt." And his heart became numb, for he did not believe them. 

Gen 45:27  But when they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he saw the wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 

Gen 45:28  And Israel said, "It is enough; Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him before I die."
Gen 46:5  Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 

Gen 46:6  They also took their livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, 

Gen 46:7  his sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt.

God knows what is going to happen; God always keeps His promises.

A very difficult series of events in Joseph’s life actually was the unfolding of the fulfillment of God’s promise.

The descendants of Jacob, or Israel, were now called the children of Israel, Israelites, or simply Israel.

I. Conclusion

Today, we are still hearing about Israel in the news.

And today, God still keeps His promises.

He is still the sovereign God.

And through the Bible, He is still calling men to believe Him.

