Lesson 19:  Isaac’s Sons, Esau and Jacob; Jacob’s Son Joseph

A. Introduction

Today’s lesson will briefly touch on the most important events in the lives of Abraham’s descendants as they are recorded in the last twenty-six chapters of Genesis.

Our story begins in Canaan, but it will close with Abraham’s descendants in Egypt.

B. Isaac married Rebekah.

Gen 25:19  These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham fathered Isaac, 

Gen 25:20  and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to be his wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean.
Rebekah, Isaac’s wife, was born in the land where Abraham had lived before the Lord led him to Canaan.  
God had spared Isaac’s life; God had promised Abraham that through Isaac would come many descendants, including the Deliverer.

C. Esau and Jacob were born.

Gen 25:21  And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren. And the LORD granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived.

Gen 25:24  When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. 

Gen 25:25  The first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. 

Gen 25:26  Afterward his brother came out with his hand holding Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.
D. Esau did not believe or value God’s promises.

Gen 25:27  When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field …

Esau was a skillful hunter; he spent his time tracking and killing wild animals out in the field.

The promise concerning the Deliverer would have ordinarily been passed on to Esau.

But Esau was not interested in the promises of God.

E. Jacob cherished and believed God’s promises.

Gen 25:27  while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. 

Jacob lived quietly in his tent and kept sheep and cattle.

In contrast to Esau, Jacob was a believing man like Abraham and Isaac.

F. Jacob returned to the land of Abraham and Rebekah

Because of the great differences between Esau and Jacob, problems between the two brothers increased to the point that Esau threatened to kill Jacob.

Therefore, Jacob left his father and mother’s home and began the long trek back to Mesopotamia (Haran), the land from which his grandfather, Abraham, had come.

Gen 28:10  Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran.
G. Jacob’s dream

It was a long way from Canaan to Mesopotamia so, on his way, Jacob had to sleep out in the mountains.

Gen 28:11  And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep.


One night as Jacob slept, God gave him a dream.

Gen 28:12  And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it!

Through this dream, God was showing Jacob that the coming Deliverer would bridge the gap between man and God.

Jacob was a sinner, just like us.

H. God passed on to Jacob the promises He had given to Abraham and Isaac.

Gen 28:13  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 

Gen 28:14  Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

Gen 28:15  Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you."

God was continuing to work out His plan to send the Deliverer.

God promised Jacob that the coming Deliverer would be one of his descendants.

Jacob knew for certain that the promises given to his grandfather, Abraham, and his father, Isaac, now belonged to him.

Gen 29:1  Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people of the east.

Many years later, Jacob returned to Canaan.


In all, Jacob had twelve sons.

I. Joseph, Jacob’s favorite son.

Gen 37:1  Jacob lived in the land of his father's sojournings, in the land of Canaan. 

Gen 37:2  These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 

Gen 37:3  Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors.
When Joseph’s brothers did things that were wrong, Joseph told his father, Jacob.

J. Joseph’s older brothers hated him.

Gen 37:4  But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him.


Because Joseph was his father’s favorite son, all of his older brothers hated him.

K. Joseph’s dreams

Gen 37:5  Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more. 

Gen 37:6  He said to them, "Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 

Gen 37:7  Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf." 

Gen 37:8  His brothers said to him, "Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?" So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. 

Gen 37:9  Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, "Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me." 

Gen 37:10  But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, "What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?" 

Gen 37:11  And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.
God knew exactly what was going to happen to Joseph’s family.

L. Joseph was sold into Egypt.

Gen 37:12  Now his brothers went to pasture their father's flock near Shechem. 

Gen 37:13  And Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them." And he said to him, "Here I am." 

Gen 37:14  So he said to him, "Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring me word." So he sent him from the Valley of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.

Gen 37:18  They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against him to kill him. 

Gen 37:19  They said to one another, "Here comes this dreamer. 

Gen 37:20  Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his dreams."

Gen 37:24  And they took him and cast him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

Gen 37:28  Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.

Gen 39:1  Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there.
M. Conclusion

Joseph, the one whom God had promised would become a leader, was now a slave in Egypt, separated from his family and his homeland.


But God carries to completion every promise He makes.


God knows the future.
