Lesson 18: God Gave Isaac; God delivered Isaac from Death


Review:

· God communicated with man, shown in His promise to Abraham (Gen 13:14 – God promises Abram land and offspring, Gen 15:5 promise of offspring again.)

· God credited Abraham’s faith to him as righteousness (Gen 15:6).

· Man’s need to come to God by faith, shown in Abraham’s response.

· God’s concern for all men, but His certain judgment of sin, shown in Sodom and Gomorrah.

A. Introduction

We will see that an ordinary man can have faith to do something terribly difficult if his faith is in God, who is completely trustworthy.

B. God fulfilled His promise and gave Abraham and Sarah a son.

Even though Abraham and Sarah were too old to have children, God had promised to give them a son.

· By this time, Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90.

· Sarah had laughed when God said she would have a child.  Gen 18:12

· She had never had a child, and she knew it was naturally impossible at her age.

Nothing is impossible with God; He can do anything He wants to do.

· Psa 115:3  Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.

· Jer 32:17  'Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who has made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.
· Luk 1:37  For nothing will be impossible with God."
Many years had passed since God first promised to give Abraham a son, but God hadn’t forgotten His promise.

· He had not changed His mind.

· Sarah had a son just as God had promised.

Abraham and Sarah called their son Isaac.

Isaac's name ("laughter") was appropriate for two reasons.

1. Isaac would be a source of joy to his parents as the fulfillment of God's promised seed.

2. Both Abraham and Sarah had laughed in amazement and unbelief respectively when told that God had chosen to bless them by giving them a son so late in life (17:17; 18:12).593
Gen 21:1  The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. 

Gen 21:2  And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. 

Gen 21:3  Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac.
God could decide to give Abraham and Sarah a son because He is the Creator of all people and all things.

· Act 17:25  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.

· God gives life to all people.

· He gave life to each of us and to our children.

This world and everyone in it belongs to God.

· Abraham and Sarah belonged to God.

· Their son Isaac belonged to God.

· 1Ch 29:11  Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. 

1Ch 29:12  Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.
C. God commanded Abraham to offer up Isaac.

Many years passed by, and Isaac grew to be a young man.

· Some say 25 years – he was at least old enough to carry wood for the sacrifice.

Abraham believed that all of God’s promises concerning the coming Deliverer were to be fulfilled through Isaac and his descendants.

One day God told Abraham to do a most unexpected and difficult thing.

Gen 22:1  After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here am I." 

Gen 22:2  He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you."

God was testing Abraham to see if he loved Isaac more that he loved God.

What authority did God have to tell Abraham to take Isaac and offer him as a sacrifice?

· Didn’t Isaac belong to Abraham?  Wasn’t he Abraham’s son?

· Isaac was Abraham’s son, but who gave Isaac his life?  Who gave Isaac to Abraham and Sarah?  God did, Isaac belonged to God.  As we said previous verses – Acts 17:25 and 1 Chr 29:11,12

· Therefore, God has authority over all people and all things.

D. Abraham believed God.

Think about what was happening.

· What a surprise this must have been to Abraham.

· What an impossibly difficult test.

· Had God changed His mind about Isaac and His promises?

· How could God’s promises be fulfilled through Isaac if Abraham killed him?

· Had God decided that the Deliverer would not be one of Isaac’s descendants?

How did Abraham respond?

· Even though Abraham was told to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, he did not doubt or question God.

· He accepted what God had said.

How could he respond like this?

· He knew and believed God.

· He knew that God would not lie.

· He trusted God and believed that God would still keep His word.

Wasn’t this an impossible thing for a man to do?

· Abraham was just a person like us.

· This test of his faith was difficult.

· But Abraham had put his full trust in God.

· He had come to realize that God never fails.

· Note: God is not like us (we can fail people).  Abraham discovered what each person needs to discover for himself: God never fails to do the things He has promised to do.  We can fully trust Him.  This is what God wants us to do – to BELIEVE Him.

Heb 11:19  He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.

· Abraham believed that even if he did kill Isaac in obedience to God, God would raise Isaac from the dead.

· Note:  Abraham was different from Adam and Eve.  They doubted God’s word when they were confronted by Satan (he told them they wouldn’t die from eating the fruit), and therefore disobeyed God.  Abraham believed and obeyed God.

Because Abraham believed and trusted in God, he immediately made preparations to go to the place where God promised to lead him.

Gen 22:3  So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 

Gen 22:4  On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 

Gen 22:5  Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you."
E. Isaac questioned and Abraham answered.

Gen 22:6  And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 

Gen 22:7  And Isaac said to his father Abraham, "My father!" And he said, "Here am I, my son." He said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"
Consider Isaac’s situation.

· He had undoubtedly witnessed many sacrifices.

· He could not understand why they had not taken a sheep with them to sacrifice.

· Abraham had not told Isaac what God had told him to do.

Gen 22:8  Abraham said, "God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So they went both of them together.

Abraham trusted God.


Believing God is the most important thing that we can do.

· Just listening to a sermon or even hearing or reading the words of the Bible will not deliver us from Satan’s control.

· We must accept God’s words and trust in Him.

· Note:  Only listening to God’s words will not help us.  If we only listen but refuse to believe, them we are doing what Satan did when he spoke to Eve: We are calling God a liar.  God will never accept those who refuse to believe Him.  God accepts those who, like Abraham, believe all God says and trust only in Him.

· Hebrews 11:17-19

F. Abraham bound Isaac.

Note: Man is a sinner.  He needs God and is helpless to save himself.  God is holy and righteous.  He demands death as the payment for sin.

Gen 22:9  When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 

Gen 22:10  Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son.

There was no escape for Isaac.

· He was bound and laid on the altar.

· Abraham had lifted up the knife to kill him.

· God had commanded Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, and there was no way for Isaac to escape once he was on the altar. 

· Note:  It was the same when God shut the door of the ark after Noah.  Those inside the ark were safe, but there was no escape for the people outside the ark who didn’t believe God and were shut out.

· And there was no escape for the people in the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah when God sent down fire on them.

· God saved Noah and his family from the flood.  God saved Lot and his daughters fro the fire.  Only God could save Isaac from being killed.

· Is there any way that we can save ourselves from death and punishment for our sins?  No, we cannot save ourselves.  God punishes all sin.

· God and only God can make a way to escape.

G. God provided a ram to take Isaac’s place.

Gen 22:10  Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 

Gen 22:11  But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here am I." 

Gen 22:12  He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me."

God saved Isaac; God told Abraham not to kill his son.

Isaac couldn’t be saved, however, unless there was another suitable sacrifice to offer to God.

· Abraham and Isaac didn’t have a suitable sacrifice with them.

· But God provided another offering instead of Isaac.

· Abraham could not provide the sacrifice.

God graciously provided a ram instead of Isaac.

Gen 22:13  And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.


God caused the ram to be caught by its horns in the bush.

· If it had been caught by any other part of its body, it could have injured itself by struggling and trying to get free.

· If it had been injured it would not have been an acceptable offering to God.



 Lev 22:17  And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

Lev 22:18  "Speak to Aaron and his sons and all the people of Israel and say to them, When any one of the house of Israel or of the sojourners in Israel presents a burnt offering as his offering, for any of their vows or freewill offerings that they offer to the LORD, 

Lev 22:19  if it is to be accepted for you it shall be a male without blemish, of the bulls or the sheep or the goats. 

Lev 22:20  You shall not offer anything that has a blemish, for it will not be acceptable for you. 

Lev 22:21  And when anyone offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering from the herd or from the flock, to be accepted it must be perfect; there shall be no blemish in it. 

Lev 22:22  Animals blind or disabled or mutilated or having a discharge or an itch or scabs you shall not offer to the LORD or give them to the LORD as a food offering on the altar.


God provided an acceptable sacrifice in place of Isaac.


God is faithful.

· He kept His promise to Abraham.

· Through Isaac, God would give Abraham many descendants.

Abraham took Isaac off the altar and put the ram which God had provided on the altar so it could be killed instead of Isaac.

· Abraham killed the ram and burned it as an offering to God.

· The ram died instead of Isaac.

· The ram was his substitute.

· God saved Isaac by providing the ram to die in his place.

H. Abraham trusted God to send the Deliverer.

Gen 22:14  So Abraham called the name of that place, "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided." 

Gen 22:15  And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 

Gen 22:16  and said, "By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 

Gen 22:17  I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 

Gen 22:18  and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice." 

Gen 22:19  So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at Beersheba.


Abraham called the place where God provided the ram “The Lord will provide.”

· God provided a ram to die instead of Isaac.

· Abraham believed that God would also provide the Deliverer to rescue mankind from the power of Satan and from the punishment of sin.

I. Conclusion

We cannot begin to imagine such a difficult test as Abraham faced.

But we can see that God rewarded Abraham’s faith.

He provided a way for Isaac to be saved; He provided an acceptable sacrifice – a ram to die in his place.


The line of the promised Deliverer was preserved.


God can be completely trusted to fulfill His promises.


God is worthy of our trust.


- Note:  "There are indications to suggest that the meaning of Abba in Mark 14:36 is to be found in the light of its whole context and Genesis 22. Jesus' final trial in Gethsemane appears to be modeled on the supreme trial of Abraham and Isaac. Despite his horror and anguish before the prospect of an imminent sacrificial death, Isaac calls to

Abraham his Abba and, as a faithful son, obeys the voice of God speaking through his father. Parallel to this, Jesus says Abba to God in the same way that Isaac does to Abraham. In this context, Abba has the meaning of 'father' in the sense of a relationship to a devoted and obedient son. In Jesus' supreme hour of trial, it is his trust and obedience to God as Abba that carries him through, even to the cross.  This meaning of Abba may prompt further study of the significance of son in other NT texts to discover whether the obedient aspect may be more prominent than has been suspected. The father-son relationship in Genesis 22 may be a far-reaching New Testament model of that between Jesus and God."
