Lesson 17: God Destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah


Review:

· The previous lesson presents God’s faithfulness and grace in calling Abram out of Ur into Canaan and Abram’s response of faith.

· Gen 12 is the beginning of God’s promise to Abram: that He would make of him a great nation, and that all families of the earth would be blessed in him (though the line of Abram would the Deliverer come.)

Heb 11:8  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 

Heb 11:9  By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 

Heb 11:10  For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.
A. Introduction

What does God consider to be righteousness?

How can anyone be counted righteous in God’s sight?

Does God care if people choose to live an immoral life?

· The Bible answers these questions very clearly.

· This story reminds us of what happened in Noah’s day.

· And it makes us think about what is happening right now in our society.

B. God’s promises renewed to Abram

After Lot left Abram, the Lord spoke to Abram and promised once again to give him all of the land of Canaan.

Gen 13:14  The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, "Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward, 

Gen 13:15  for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 

Gen 13:16  I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 

Gen 13:17  Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you."
· SHOW AREA OF CANAAN ON MAP 1

· God promised Abram, even before he had one child, that his descendants would be as many as the stars.

Gen 15:5  And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 

Gen 15:6  And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
Abram believed God.

· What God had promised would have seemed impossible.

· Abram and Sarai had been married for many years and were now old, but they had never been able to have a child.

· But Abram trusted in God to give him a child and to send the Deliverer as one of his descendants!!
Therefore, because Abram believed God, God accepted him as if he had no sin.

· Abram was a sinner; but because of his trust in God, God accepted him as if he were perfectly right.

· Rom 4:3  For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness."
Gen 15:6  And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

What is righteousness?

· The root word is “right.”
· tsaw-dak'  A primitive root; to be (causatively make) right (in a moral or forensic sense): - cleanse, clear self, (be, do) just (-ice, -ify, -ify self), (be, turn to) righteous (-ness).

· God “counted it to him” or gave Abram credit for being right or acceptable to God.

· But Abram was a sinner, a descendant of Adam, like us.

What did God find in Abram that would cause God to credit Abram with righteousness?

Why should God accept Abram, a sinner?

· The only reason why God credited righteousness to Abram was that Abram believed God.

· Righteousness, given to Abram as a gift from God, was the reason Abram was fully acceptable to God.

· Why did God do this for him?  Because Abram believed God!

· Abram knew that he could not save himself from his sins, but he believed that God was going to send a Deliverer who would be able to save him from Satan and sin and death.

· Gal 3:8  And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be blessed."
Gen 15:13  Then the LORD said to Abram, "Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 

Gen 15:14  But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 

Gen 15:15  As for yourself, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 

Gen 15:16  And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete." 

God knew all that would happen to Abram’s descendants before they were ever born.

Gen 17:1  When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 

Gen 17:2  that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly." 

Gen 17:3  Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 

Gen 17:4  "Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 

Gen 17:5  No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations.

God again spoke to Abram when he was 99 years old.

· God changed Abram’s name to Abraham because God promised he would become the father of many descendants.

· Abram means “exalted father,” Abraham means “father of a multitude of children.”

C. God’s promise that Abraham and Sarah would have a son

Gen 17:15  And God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 

Gen 17:16  I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her."
God also changed Sarai’s name to Sarah because, even though she had never been able to have a child, God promised she would have a son.

· Sarai means “princess,” but Sarah means “mother of nations.”

· She would become the mother of millions of descendants.

Gen 17:17  Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, "Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"


It seemed impossible that Abraham and Sarah would have son.

· Abraham would be 100 years old and Sarah 90 years old.

· It was God who made the promise – He’ll get it done.

D. God’s attitude toward Sodom and Gomorrah.

Now we will focus our attention on Abraham’s nephew. Lot

Gen 18:20  Then the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 

Gen 18:21  I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know."

-  ON MAP 1, SHOW PROBABLE LOCATION OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH.


Remember that Lot had moved down near these two wicked cities.

For a long while, the Lord had been patient with their inhabitants, but now He decided that He could not tolerate their sinfulness any longer.

· They could not escape the judgment of God.

· Compare:  Do you remember how God patiently waited for the people to repent in the days when Noah lived?  But the time came when God decided He had given the people sufficient time to repent.  Not one of those who refused to agree with God escaped His punishment.

· Because God doesn’t immediately punish sin, it may seem like God overlooks sin.

·  2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
E. God’s angels came to Sodom.

Gen 19:1  The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth 

Gen 19:2  and said, "My lords, please turn aside to your servant's house and spend the night and wash your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on your way." They said, "No; we will spend the night in the town square." 

Gen 19:3  But he pressed them strongly; so they turned aside to him and entered his house. And he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.
Where was Lot?

· Previously, Lot was living near the city.

· Now he had moved right in and was living with these wicked people.

Who were his visitors, and why did they come?

· They were two of God’s good angels who had not followed Satan.

· God sent them to Sodom for a special purpose.

· God appeared briefly to individuals in the form of a man – these are called “theophanies.”

· He sent these angels to warn Lot and his family of what was about to happen.

God knew that Lot believed Him, even though Lot lived among the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.

-      Gen 19:18  And Lot said to them, "Oh, no, my lords  (Lord). 

Gen 19:19  Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have shown me great kindness in saving my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. 

Gen 19:20  Behold, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape there--is it not a little one?--and my life will be saved!"
(This is also seen in a later verse – 2 Peter 2:6-9)


The Bible gives more insight into the sin of Sodom.

Eze 16:49  Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. 

Eze 16:50  They were haughty and did an abomination before me. So I removed them, when I saw it.
These people were proud, they were gluttons (one who eats too much), and they didn’t care about the needs of others.

F. The sinfulness of the Sodomites

Gen 19:4  But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man, surrounded the house. 

Gen 19:5  And they called to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may know them." 

Gen 19:6  Lot went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 

Gen 19:7  and said, "I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly.
· What a sickening passage.  But God has put it here for us to read.  Is our society doing any better?  The word “sodomy”  (Any of various forms of sexual intercourse held to be unnatural or abnormal, especially anal intercourse or bestiality) is still in our language today because the sin is still present.

· Lot’s earlier choice of the “best” land appears quite different now in light of this awful scene.  If God had not sent His angels, what a horrible end Lot and his two daughters would have faced.  But the Bible tells us that Lot believed God, and God rescued him.  
· 2Pe 2:7  and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 

2Pe 2:8  (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard); 

2Pe 2:9  then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment,
G. Lot, his wife, and his daughters rescued out of Sodom

Genesis 19:10-17


God did not save Lot and his wife and daughters because they were good.

· Man is a sinner.  He needs God and is helpless to save himself.

· Lot was not living a wicked life like the people of Sodom, but he, too, was born a sinner.

· Lot however, had agreed with God that he was a sinner, and he trusted in God’s mercy.
· Lot believed the promises given to Adam and to his uncle Abraham about the coming Deliverer.
God’s angels led Lot out before the wicked cities were destroyed.

God always saves those who agree with Him and trust in Him.

· Abel agreed with God and trusted in Him, and God accepted Abel.  (Heb 11:4  By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.)
· Noah agreed with God and trusted in Him, and God saved Noah from the flood.  (Heb 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.)
· Lot agreed with God and trusted in Him, and God delivered him before Sodom was destroyed.  

H. God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.

Gen 19:24  Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. 

Gen 19:25  And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.
In 2 Peter 2:6 God calls the destruction of these cities an example of what is going to happen to ungodly people.


God is the same today.

· He still sees and hates sin.

· No one can escape His judgment.

Gen 19:26  But Lot's wife, behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.
When the angels took Lot, his wife, and his two daughters out of Sodom, they told them not to look behind but to run to the mountains.


But Lot’s wife disobeyed.

· God knew the heart of Lot’s wife.

· Lot’s wife was like Cain.

· She was very foolish it ignore God’s warning because, when she looked back, God turned her into a pillar of salt.

I. Conclusion

God wants us to listen and to believe because not only is God interested in every individual, but He will also judge every single person who refuses to believe His Word.

God cares about us and wants us to believe Him, but He is also righteous and true and will judge the person who refuses Him.  No person escapes God’s concern; no sin escapes God’s righteous judgment.

