Lesson 17: God Destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah

A. Introduction

What does God consider to be righteousness?

How can anyone be counted righteous in God’s sight?

Does God care if people choose to live an immoral life?

B. God’s promises renewed to Abram

After Lot left Abram, the Lord spoke to Abram and promised once again to give him all of the land of Canaan.

Gen 13:14  The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, "Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward, 

Gen 13:15  for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 

Gen 13:16  I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 

Gen 13:17  Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you."
Gen 15:5  And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 

Gen 15:6  And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.
Abram believed God.

Therefore, because Abram believed God, God accepted him as if he had no sin.

Gen 15:6  And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

What is righteousness?

What did God find in Abram that would cause God to credit Abram with righteousness?

Why should God accept Abram, a sinner?

Gen 15:13  Then the LORD said to Abram, "Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 

Gen 15:14  But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 

Gen 15:15  As for yourself, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 

Gen 15:16  And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete." 

God knew all that would happen to Abram’s descendants before they were ever born.

Gen 17:1  When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 

Gen 17:2  that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly." 

Gen 17:3  Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 

Gen 17:4  "Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 

Gen 17:5  No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations.

God again spoke to Abram when he was 99 years old.

C. God’s promise that Abraham and Sarah would have a son

Gen 17:15  And God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 

Gen 17:16  I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her."
God also changed Sarai’s name to Sarah because, even though she had never been able to have a child, God promised she would have a son.

Gen 17:17  Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, "Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"


It seemed impossible that Abraham and Sarah would have son.

D. God’s attitude toward Sodom and Gomorrah.

Now we will focus our attention on Abraham’s nephew. Lot

Gen 18:20  Then the LORD said, "Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 

Gen 18:21  I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know."

Remember that Lot had moved down near these two wicked cities.

For a long while, the Lord had been patient with their inhabitants, but now He decided that He could not tolerate their sinfulness any longer.

E. God’s angels came to Sodom.

Gen 19:1  The two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth 

Gen 19:2  and said, "My lords, please turn aside to your servant's house and spend the night and wash your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on your way." They said, "No; we will spend the night in the town square." 

Gen 19:3  But he pressed them strongly; so they turned aside to him and entered his house. And he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.
Where was Lot?

Who were his visitors, and why did they come?

God knew that Lot believed Him, even though Lot lived among the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.


The Bible gives more insight into the sin of Sodom.

Eze 16:49  Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy. 

Eze 16:50  They were haughty and did an abomination before me. So I removed them, when I saw it.
These people were proud, they were gluttons, and they didn’t care about the needs of others.

F. The sinfulness of the Sodomites

Gen 19:4  But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man, surrounded the house. 

Gen 19:5  And they called to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may know them." 

Gen 19:6  Lot went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 

Gen 19:7  and said, "I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly.
G. Lot, his wife, and his daughters rescued out of Sodom

Genesis 19:10-17


God did not save Lot and his wife and daughters because they were good.

God’s angels led Lot out before the wicked cities were destroyed.

God always saves those who agree with Him and trust in Him.

H. God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.

Gen 19:24  Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. 

Gen 19:25  And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground.
In 2 Peter 2:6 God calls the destruction of these cities an example of what is going to happen to ungodly people.


God is the same today.

Gen 19:26  But Lot's wife, behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.
When the angels took Lot, his wife, and his two daughters out of Sodom, they told them not to look behind but to run to the mountains.


But Lot’s wife disobeyed.

I. Conclusion

God wants us to listen and to believe because not only is God interested in every individual, but He will also judge every single person who refuses to believe His Word.

God cares about us and wants us to believe Him, but He is also righteous and true and will judge the person who refuses Him.  No person escapes God’s concern; no sin escapes God’s righteous judgment.

