Lesson 15: God Scattered the Rebels at the Tower of Babel


Review:

· God does what He says – He will punish all sin.

· God saves those who believe in Him and come to Him in His way.

· There is only one way to come to God.

· God is the only one who can save us.

· God is faithful; He always keeps His promise.

A. Introduction

Have you ever wondered why people around the world speak so many different languages?

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
The origin of language (glottogony, glossogeny) is a topic that has been written about for centuries, but the ephemeral (lasting a short time) nature of speech means that there is almost no data on which to base conclusions on the subject. We know that, at least once during human evolution, a system of verbal communication emerged from proto-linguistic or non-linguistic means of communication, but beyond that little can be said. No current human group, anywhere, speaks a "primitive" or rudimentary language. While existing languages differ in the size and subjects covered in their several lexicons, all human languages possess the grammar and syntax needed, and can invent, translate, or borrow the vocabulary needed to express the full range of their speakers' concepts.

A fundamental problem of language origin is the continuity paradox: language acquisition apparently only occurs in situations involving pre-existing languages, or at the very least pidgin communication. Proposed scenarios of language evolution thus cannot be grounded in empirical observation.[1] In their efforts to explain the origin of language, 19th century philosophers and linguists proposed a number of hypotheses noteworthy for their names, although none of the hypotheses has gained more scientific credibility than any other.
The Bible has the answer.  But first we are going to complete the record of Noah and his family.

B. God remembered Noah and all those inside the ark.

Genesis 8:1-4,14-17

Gen 8:1  But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 

Gen 8:2  The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, 

Gen 8:3  and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end of 150 days the waters had abated, 

Gen 8:4  and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.

Gen 8:14  In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. 

Gen 8:15  Then God said to Noah, 

Gen 8:16  "Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you. 

Gen 8:17  Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh--birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth--that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth."

God kept Noah, his family and the animals safe while they were in the ark.

· Not one of them died

· God remembered them, and He stopped the rain.

· He sent a strong wind to dry up the water, and the dry land again appeared.

God never changes; He never forgets.

· He didn’t forget Noah and the others on the ark.

· He said He would save them and He did.

· He said He would destroy all outside the ark, and He did.

Note:  

· Many scientist see that the biblical record of the flood is the true explanation fro the great number of fossil remains of animals now extinct.

· The flood also accounts for many of the geological formations that we see today.

C. God gave His commands and promises to Noah.

Gen 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 

Gen 9:2  The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered.
God gave Noah and his sons (Shem, Ham and Japheth) control over the animals, birds, and fish just as He had given it to Adam in the beginning.

· The world and everything in it belongs to God.

· But He gave it to man to take care of for Him.

D. God gave the rainbow as His sign.

Gen 9:12  And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 

Gen 9:13  I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 

Gen 9:14  When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 

Gen 9:15  I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.
The rainbow was given as God’s sign to show that He would never again destroy the earth by a flood.

Psa 104:6  You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 

Psa 104:7  At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder they took to flight. 

Psa 104:8  The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place that you appointed for them. 

Psa 104:9  You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not again cover the earth.
· Many thousand years have passed since the flood.

· God has kept His word.

· When you see a rainbow, remember that God gave the rainbow as a sign that He will never again destroy the world by a flood.

· God can be trusted.
Chapter 10 is often called the “table of nations.”  It records the generations of the sons of Noah.  We’ll be skipping over this section.
E. The rebellious, proud attitude of the people

Gen 11:1  Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 

Gen 11:2  And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 

Gen 11:3  And they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly." And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 

Gen 11:4  Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth."
Many years had passed since God saved Noah, his wife, their three sons, and their sons’ wives from the great flood.

The majority of the descendants of Noah soon forgot about God’s terrible judgment of the earth by the flood.


They deliberately ignored God.

· They refused to consider His will for them.

· They did not want to know and believe on the Lord like Abel, Seth, and Noah.

They were under Satan’s control and like Satan in their thinking.

· They wanted to be great and exalt themselves.

· They were not interested in knowing, worshiping, or trusting God, or in obeying His (spoken) Word.

They had heard about the flood, and they knew that God was their Creator.

· Every day and every night, they could see His mighty power revealed through all the things that He had made.

Psa 19:1  To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

Psa 19:2  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

Psa 19:3  There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.
Also – Romans 1:18-32

They deliberately turned away from what they knew to be the truth about God, and their minds became more and more evil and foolish.

· They make images of people and worshiped them.

· They worshiped animals and birds.

· Finally they worshiped snakes and other reptiles.

Satan was leading our ancestors in rebellion against God and His will.

· Satan wants people to worship false gods.

· Many primitive societies still worship the sun, moon, stars, birds, or animals.

· Satan is clever.  He knows the weaknesses of each culture.  What do we worship in America?  Money, power, other people, material things, etc…

· Satan doesn’t care what we worship as long as we don’t worship God!

Tower information:

The builders of the "tower" seem to have intended that it serve as a memorial or landmark among other things. It was probably a ziggurat used for religious purposes.

"Mesopotamian religion claimed that their cities were of divine parentage. A symbol of this obsession with divinity among the Mesopotamians was the ziggurat (Akk. ziqqurratu) that was erected as early as the third millennium B.C. The ziggurat was a stepladder edifice, made up of mud bricks, whose bottom was square or rectangular. The precise meaning of the structure is unknown, though it is widely agreed that it formed a stairway between the gods and earth (cf. Gen 28:12). At the foot of the ziggurat as well as the pinnacle was a temple area serving as a habitation for the god. Ziggurats may have been considered an earthly imitation of the heavenly residence of the gods." (Mathews, pp. 470-71. Cf. Waltke, Genesis, p. 179.)
Gen 11:4  Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth."


Whom were they thinking about?

· Themselves – they were full of pride.

· They should have been interested in exalting God’s name, not their own.

What else was wrong?

· Look at the last part of this verse – what command did God give Adam and then repeated to Noah and his descendants?

· Gen 1:28  And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."

Gen 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 

· Gen 9:2  The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered.
· God didn’t want people to live together in one place, doing only as they pleased.

· He knew that if they all stayed together, they would quickly forget about God and His will.

· Man was created by God to do God’s will on the earth.

These people deliberately disobeyed the command given to Noah and Adam by God.

· They did not want to be scattered into different parts of the world as God commanded.

· They congregated in one place, built a city, and began to erect a great, tall tower.

F. God saw them.

Was God interested in these rebellious people?

· Did God see them?

· Did He know their thoughts and what they planned?

· Did He care what they did?

Gen 11:5  And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built.

The builders undoubtedly expected to ascend to heaven to meet God. Instead God descended to earth to meet them. Had God allowed this project to continue the results would have been even worse and more serious than they were at this time. The sin of the builders was their refusal to obey God-given directives. "Depraved humanity are united in their spiritual endeavor to find, through technology, existential meaning apart from God and the means to transgress its boundaries. Unless God intervenes and divides them by confounding their speech, nothing can stop human beings in their overweening pride and their desire for autonamy."392 

The construction of cities by itself is not sinful, of course. God chose Jerusalem for His people, and He will create the New Jerusalem for believers to inhabit. It is the pride and security that people place in their cities that God disapproves.

Yes, the Lord was interested in them even though they had forgotten Him.

Pro 15:3  The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.

· He is interested in every person.

· Psalm 139

· He knows all about us, too.

G. God scattered them.

· Can anyone fight against God and win?

· When Satan was in Heaven, he tried to fight against God, but he lost.

· Adam and Eve, Cain, and the other people at the time when Noah lived lost in their fight against God.

· No one can fight against God and be the winner – now we’ll see how God took control of the situation.

Gen 11:6  And the LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 

Gen 11:7  Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another's speech." 

Gen 11:8  So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 

Gen 11:9  Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
· In Gen 11:7 we see “… let us” again.  This again is an example of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit discussing what He is about to do.

The Lord caused the people to speak different languages.

· Because men could no longer understand one another, they separated into their various families and moved away to different parts of the country.

This was God’s original plan – that man populate the whole earth, not just one region.

· There were a few people who continued to worship the true and living God, but the majority turned away from God.

H. Conclusion

The Bible gives us insight into history; but more than that, it shows us what God is like and how God deals with man.

You may be noticing some patterns in these ancient stories that sound a lot like the pattern of life today – men and women rebelling against God.

But God hasn’t changed either.

He cares about every individual.  He knows exactly what is happening in each life.

He still judges sin.

And He is still calling people to believe in Him.

