Lesson 15: God Scattered the Rebels at the Tower of Babel
A. Introduction

Have you ever wondered why people around the world speak so many different languages?
The Bible has the answer.  But first we are going to complete the record of Noah and his family.

B. God remembered Noah and all those inside the ark.

Genesis 8:1-4,14-17


God kept Noah, his family and the animals safe while they were in the ark.

God never changes; He never forgets.

C. God gave His commands and promises to Noah.

Gen 9:1  And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 

Gen 9:2  The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered.
God gave Noah and his sons (Shem, Ham and Japheth) control over the animals, birds, and fish just as He had given it to Adam in the beginning.

D. God gave the rainbow as His sign.

Gen 9:12  And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 

Gen 9:13  I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 

Gen 9:14  When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 

Gen 9:15  I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.
The rainbow was given as God’s sign to show that He would never again destroy the earth by a flood.

Psa 104:6  You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 

Psa 104:7  At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder they took to flight. 

Psa 104:8  The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place that you appointed for them. 

Psa 104:9  You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not again cover the earth.
E. The rebellious, proud attitude of the people

Gen 11:1  Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 

Gen 11:2  And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 

Gen 11:3  And they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly." And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 

Gen 11:4  Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth."
Many years had passed since God saved Noah, his wife, their three sons, and their sons’ wives from the great flood.

The majority of the descendants of Noah soon forgot about God’s terrible judgment of the earth by the flood.

They were under Satan’s control and like Satan in their thinking.

They had heard about the flood, and they knew that God was their Creator.

They deliberately turned away from what they knew to be the truth about God, and their minds became more and more evil and foolish.

Satan was leading our ancestors in rebellion against God and His will.

Tower information:

The builders of the "tower" seem to have intended that it serve as a memorial or landmark among other things. It was probably a ziggurat used for religious purposes.

"Mesopotamian religion claimed that their cities were of divine parentage. A symbol of this obsession with divinity among the Mesopotamians was the ziggurat (Akk. ziqqurratu) that was erected as early as the third millennium B.C. The ziggurat was a stepladder edifice, made up of mud bricks, whose bottom was square or rectangular. The precise meaning of the structure is unknown, though it is widely agreed that it formed a stairway between the gods and earth (cf. Gen 28:12). At the foot of the ziggurat as well as the pinnacle was a temple area serving as a habitation for the god. Ziggurats may have been considered an earthly imitation of the heavenly residence of the gods." (Mathews, pp. 470-71. Cf. Waltke, Genesis, p. 179.)

Gen 11:4  Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth."


Whom were they thinking about?

What else was wrong?

These people deliberately disobeyed the command given to Noah and Adam by God.

F. God saw them.

Was God interested in these rebellious people?

Gen 11:5  And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built.


Yes, the Lord was interested in them even though they had forgotten Him.

G. God scattered them.

Gen 11:6  And the LORD said, "Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 

Gen 11:7  Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another's speech." 

Gen 11:8  So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 

Gen 11:9  Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
The Lord caused the people to speak different languages.

This was God’s original plan – that man populate the whole earth, not just one region.

H. Conclusion

The Bible gives us insight into history; but more than that, it shows us what God is like and how God deals with man.

You may be noticing some patterns in these ancient stories that sound a lot like the pattern of life today – men and women rebelling against God.

But God hasn’t changed either.

He cares about every individual.  He knows exactly what is happening in each life.

He still judges sin.

And He is still calling people to believe in Him.
