Lesson 14:  God Judged the Whole World and Delivered Noah and All in the Ark


Review:

· The sin of Adam has been passed on to all men.

· Man can come to God only according to God’s will and plan.

· Man must have faith in order to please God and be saved.

· God started a new line with Seth to replace the line of Abel.  God was keeping His promise to send a Deliverer.
A. Introduction

Does God do what He says He is going to do?

· We’ll see the answer to this is yes!

Is there only one way to God?

· Again, we’ll see the answer to this – yes.

Is God the only one who can save us?

· Again, we’ll see the answer to this – yes.

B. From Adam to Noah

From Adam to Noah there were then generations of men who believed God and continued to look for the coming Deliverer promised in the Garden of Eden.  (They were:  Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, and Noah.)

· This story took place 1,500 years or more after the creation of Adam.

C. Increased population

By the time of Noah, Shem, and Japheth, there was a large population living on the earth.

· Assuming current population growth figures, there would have been 3 billion people living on the earth at this time.

But a vast majority were interested only in having what they thought was a good time.

· This comes from Gen 6:1,2 – which is tricky verse to try to interpret.  

· They were obsessed with sex and marrying

· They gave no thought as to how they should please God.

D. God the Holy Spirit was striving (to devote serious effort or energy) with the people.

God saw and hated the sin of these people, but He also loved them and wanted them to repent.

Eze 18:32  For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live."

2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

· He wanted them to change their minds.

· He wanted them to admit they were wrong.

· He wanted them to believe in Him.

Gen 6:3  Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years."

God warned them that He would not always continue to tell them His message.

· If they continued to resist Him, He would let them follow Satan, and He would punish them.

· God said He would give them 120 years.

There is a battle raging for men’s minds:

· God the Holy Spirit speaks to us in our minds, striving for our attention.

· He speaks to us through His Word and through other people.

· The Spirit is saying, “Listen to God’s way and trust Him.”

· But because Satan also speaks inside our minds, sometimes it seems as if a war is going on inside us.

· The voices of Satan and his demons say, “Don’t listen to God’s message – you can get along without God.”

If you refuse to listen to God and believe, the voice of God the Spirit that has been talking to you may leave.

Rom 1:24  Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,

· His voice may not always keep trying to make you believe God.

· He will let you go your own way.

When a person’s heart no longer listens to God, the Bible calls this a hardened heart.

· This is terribly grievous to God, for He knows that when a person dies with a hardened heart, he will go to everlasting punishment to be separated from God forever.

Rev 20:15  And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Eze 33:11  Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
E. Increased wickedness

Gen 6:5  The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

Gen 6:11  Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence.

The majority of people followed the godless ways of Cain.

· They were becoming more and more sinful.

· They refused to believe God’s message and to trust in Him and His mercy.

These people were born sinners because they were Adam’s descendants.

· The same is true for us today – born sinners.

The people of Noah’s time had no room in their thoughts for God.

Gen 6:5  The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

They refused to acknowledge God even though they knew of His existence.

· Romans 1:18-32

· Signs of His handiwork were all around them in His creation.

· He also spoke to them through men called prophets.

· One of Seth’s descendants, Enoch, was one of God’s prophets.

Jud 1:14  It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with ten thousands of his holy ones, 

Jud 1:15  to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him." 

Jud 1:16  These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage.
Man had no excuse for their behavior.

· They were simply rebelling against God.

· Their minds were focused on material things and on their bodies and their ambition for self-advancement.

Again – refer to Romans 1:18-32

F. God saw the unbelieving world and its sin.

Gen 6:5  The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

Gen 6:12  And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.

God saw all their sin.

· They may have hidden their lies, adultery, stealing, and murder from others.

· But none of it was hidden from God; He saw it all.

Heb 4:13  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

G. God decided to destroy the world.

Gen 6:6  And the LORD was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 

Gen 6:7  So the LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them."
The people were so wicked that the Lord said He would destroy them and everything on the earth that He had made and given to them.

Note:

· Was God going to do what He said He was going to do?

· Yes, God does what He says.

· In the garden, He told Adam and Eve they would die.

· He told Cain and Abel how to approach Him (in faith)

· Now, is God going to make rain, even though it has never rained before?  Yes.

H. God was gracious to Noah.

Because of God’s love and mercy, there was one man and his family whom God was not going to destroy.

Gen 6:8  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

Gen 6:9  These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. 

Gen 6:10  And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Noah was born a sinner under Satan’s control just like all of Adam’s descendants.

· Noah did not deserve to be saved by God

· He, too, deserved to be punished.

But Noah came to God like Abel, Seth, and Enoch, bringing the blood of animals.

Gen 8:20  Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

· Noah listened to God’s words to him.

· He repented, believed and came to God in the way God told him.

· Noah trusted God to save him through the coming Deliverer.

Because of God’s grace, He forgave and accepted Noah.

· Grace – God’s kindness to undeserving sinners.

I. God gave instructions to Noah.

Genesis 6:13-21

God told Noah that He was going to send a great flood, which would cover the whole earth.

God also told Noah to build a large boat so that all those who trusted in God could be saved.

· This boat had to be built just as God told Noah.

· Noah had to follow God’s instructions.
· Note:  just like the clothing of Adam and Eve – had to be what God wanted.
· Cain and Abel’s offerings – had to be the way God said.
· The ark – had to be the way God said.
God knew exactly how the ark should be built, and He gave Noah careful instructions.

· Note:  to our knowledge, no ships this large were built from the time of the ark until the twentieth century.  That reminds us of God’s great knowledge and of the truth of the Bible.

God told Noah to put only one door in the side of the ark.

· There was to be only one way to get inside

· Every person and every animal that was to be saved from God’s judgment had to come into the ark by this door.

· There was only one ark in which people could be saved from God’s wrath, and there was only one door to enter the ark.

· Note:  later we’ll compare this to the fact that Christ is the one way of salvation.

J. Noah obeyed God.

Gen 6:22  Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.


Noah believed God.

· He trusted in and depended on God to save him and his family from the flood, which God said He would send.

· Remember – there had never been rain in the world.  The ground was watered by mist that rose up from the ground.  No one had ever seen rain.

· Heb 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.
K. God told Noah to bring his family, the animals, and the birds into the ark.

Genesis 7:1-5

Noah warned the people of God’s coming judgment.  The people did not accept God’s words, which Noah spoke to them.

1Pe 3:20  because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.
2Pe 2:5  if he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;
· They wouldn’t agree with the Holy Spirit when He spoke in their minds, reminding them of God’s warnings.

· They refused to agree with God that they were wrong and that they deserved His punishment.

· They would not trust in His promise to send the Deliverer.

· They didn’t believe that God would destroy the world with a great flood.

God had waited patiently for 120 years for them to change their minds, but He would wait no longer; it was time for God to punish them.

Before it started to rain, God told Noah to take his family and the chosen animals into the finished boat.

· Noah believed that God was going to destroy the whole world.

· He also believed that he and his family could only be saved by God, so he did what God said.

· God didn’t save Noah because of his good life.

· God saved him because Noah agreed with and trusted in God.

L. They all entered by one door.

Gen 7:15  They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 

Gen 7:16  And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. And the LORD shut him in.
Noah and his family all went into the ark through the one door, which God had told Noah to make.

· This was the only way anyone could be saved from the flood and God’s wrath against sin.

· All the animals also came into the boat by the only door.

M. God shut them in.

Gen 7:16  And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. And the LORD shut him in.

After they were all inside, God shut the door.

· Note:  God Himself shut the door!

God wasn’t going to allow more time for the other people to change their minds and believe.

· When God shut the door, it was too late.

· Noah could not let them in because God had shut them out.

· Those inside the boat were safe because God had shut them in.

· Those outside the boat now had no way to escape God’s anger because God had shut them out.

· Like when God put Adam and Eve out of the garden, away from the tree of life, there was no way for them to get back in.

N. God destroyed all those outside the ark.

Gen 7:17  The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth.

Gen 7:23  He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark.

After God had shut the door of the ark, He sent the rain.

· He made all these things, and He controls them all.

There was so much water that it covered the whole world – event highest mountains.

Where did all of the water come from?

· Remember the second day of creation – water was put in a canopy above the earth.

· Now, when God’s time to flood the earth had come, God made the water that He place up above the sky to fall back onto the ground as rain.

· This wasn’t an ordinary rain – this was a deluge!

· Plus water came up from underground sources.

God made it rain for forty days and nights until the whole earth was covered with water, even the highest mountains and trees.

God destroyed everyone outside of the ark.

O. Conclusion

God is patient with men (He waited 120 years for men to repent).

They had no excuse for their sin.

They simply refused to listen to God, though He warned them again and again through Noah.

Then, in a moment, in the midst of their sin and their godless living, they were swept away.

Every man, woman, and child outside of the ark died in the flood.

God is holy and righteous.

But Noah and his family believed God, and they weathered the storm safely inside the ark.

