Lesson 13:  God Rejected Cain and His Offerings, but Accepted Abel and His                                                                                                         

                     Offering


Review:


God refused the clothing which Adam and Eve had made


God killed animals


God provided clothing for Adam and Eve


God put Adam and Eve out of the garden, away from the tree of life


God put cherubim and a flaming sword to guard the way to the tree of life


Cain and Abel were both born outside of the garden

A. Introduction

How serious is sin?

What if someone refuses to believe God and chooses to disobey Him?

· Could you say, “well, that’s his own business, if he wants to do that”?

· Does a man’s sin affect other people?

Is it true that each man can choose his own way to come to God?

Won’t God accept any sincere effort we make?

B. God told them what they must do when they came to worship Him.

There was no way that Adam and Eve or Cain and Abel could come to God.

· They were all sinners, and God hates sin.

· They were separated from God.

· The punishment for sin is death.

· They could not give anything to God to pay for their sins.

But God planned a way so they could come to Him.

· It was not man’s way.

· It was God who decided on this way.

· No one else could make a way for them.

· God made a way for them because He loved them.

Joh 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
God must have told Adam and Eve what they must do if they wanted to come to Him.

· Adam and Eve probably told Cain and Abel what God said they must do if they wished to come to God.

· The Bible gives us good reason to believe that God communicated these things to Adam and Eve and that Abel and Cain knew, too.  We’ll see that later in the lesson.

Here is what God must have told them:

· When they came to Him, they had to bring a sheep as an offering to Him.

· They had to kill the animal in such a way that the animal’s blood would flow out.
The blood of the animals could not pay for their sins; why then would God tell them to kill a sheep?  (Meaning – it’s not literally the blood, BUT God who does the forgiving)

· Because God wanted them to remember that the punishment for sin is death.

· He wanted them to remember that they would die and go to everlasting punishment unless He saved them.
· If they agreed with God that they were sinners and that only He could save them from everlasting punishment, then they were to bring a sheep and kill it, as God had told them to.
· NOTE:  The fact that God is holy and righteous and demands death as the payment for sin is one of the foundational themes through the Bible.  The Bible clearly states that blood must be shed for sin.
Lev 17:11  For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.

· God promised that if they came by faith, offering to Him the blood of animals, He would accept them and forgive their sins.

Heb 9:22  Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

· These are just two examples of this foundational principle that runs throughout the Bible.  The blood sacrifice for sin was part of God’s gracious plan to deliver man from sin, Satan and death.
C. Both Cain and Abel came to offer sacrifices to God.

Gen 4:3  In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 

Gen 4:4  and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 

Gen 4:5  but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell.
Both Cain and Abel believed in the existence of God, and both came to offer sacrifices to Him.

· Cain and Abel remind us of two different classes of people who attend church: those who come to worship God according to man’s ideas and those who come in the way God has said.

· Just believing in God and even offering to God what we think is very good will not make us acceptable to Him.  

· Jam 2:19  You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe--and shudder!
D. God accepted Abel’s offering.

Gen 4:4  and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering,

Abel brought one of his sheep as an offering to God.

· It was the firstborn lamb of its mother.

· Abel killed the sheep so its blood ran out, and he offered the sheep, along with the fat to God.

Why did Abel bring this offering to God?

· Because he agreed with God that he was a sinner and that only God could save him from everlasting punishment.

· Because he believed the promises God had given his parents while they were still in the garden of Eden.

God had promised that He would send a great Deliverer.

God promised that the Deliverer would destroy Satan and save man from Satan’s power.

· Heb 11:4  By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.

· By faith Abel offered - see Gen_4:4-5. In the account in Genesis of the offering made by Abel, there is no mention of “faith” - as is true also indeed of most of the instances referred to by the apostle. The account in Genesis is, simply, that Abel “brought of the firstlings of his flock, and the fat thereof, and that the Lord had respect to Abel and his offering.” Men have speculated much as to the reason why the offering of Abel was accepted, and that of Cain rejected; but such speculation rests on no certain basis, and the solution of the apostle should be regarded as decisive and satisfactory, that in the one case there was faith, in the other not. It could not have been because an offering of the fruits of the ground was not pleasing to God, for such an offering was commanded under the Jewish Law, and was not in itself improper. Both the brothers selected what was to them most obvious; which they had reared with their own bands; which they regarded as most valuable.

It is important to understand that the blood of animals could never pay for sin.  God did not accept Abel’s lamb as the payment for his sin.  Sin must be paid for by the sinner being separated from God.  But God forgave Abel’s sin and accepted him because Abel trusted, not in himself, but in God who had promised to send the Deliverer.

· Again, it’s grace.  Man cannot contribute anything to his salvation.

· Sin must be paid for by human life being given.  Animal blood (life) is not equal to human life.  

· Heb 10:4  For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
According to the divine arrangement, expiation (amends, compensation) was made by those sacrifices for offences of various kinds against the ritual law of Moses, and pardon for such offences was thus obtained. But the meaning here is, that there was no efficacy in the blood of a mere animal to wash away a “moral” offence. It could not repair the Law; it could not do anything to maintain the justice of God; it had no efficacy to make the heart pure. The mere shedding of the blood of an animal never could make the soul pure.
· God will not overlook sin.  Sin must be paid for in full.  The soul that sins, it shall die (Ezekiel 18:4) that is, be separated from God forever.

E. God rejected Cain’s offering.

Gen 4:5  but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell.

As an offering to God, Cain brought the things, which he had grown.


But God would not accept Cain or his offering.


Why not?

· Was it because the things Cain grew and brought to God were not good?

· Was it because God doesn’t like things grown from the ground?

· No, these are not the reasons.

· Did God reject Cain’s offering because Cain was a worse sinner than Abel?

· No, they were both born sinners

Why God rejected Cain and his offering but accepted Abel and his offering:

In Hebrews 11:6 we see that without faith it is impossible to please God.

Heb 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
We also see that Abel came to God in faith.

Heb 11:4  By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.

By faith Abel offered - see Gen_4:4-5. In the account in Genesis of the offering made by Abel, there is no mention of “faith” - as is true also indeed of most of the instances referred to by the apostle. The account in Genesis is, simply, that Abel “brought of the firstlings of his flock, and the fat thereof, and that the Lord had respect to Abel and his offering.” Men have speculated much as to the reason why the offering of Abel was accepted, and that of Cain rejected; but such speculation rests on no certain basis, and the solution of the apostle should be regarded as decisive and satisfactory, that in the one case there was faith, in the other not. It could not have been because an offering of the fruits of the ground was not pleasing to God, for such an offering was commanded under the Jewish Law, and was not in itself improper. Both the brothers selected what was to them most obvious; which they had reared with their own bands; which they regarded as most valuable.

Then in Romans we see that faith is always based on the Word of God.

Rom 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

God will reject the man who tries to come to Him in his own way

Joh 14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

On this basis, we can be sure that Abel’s faith was dependent on a clear directive given by God.  It must have been; otherwise, it would not have been acceptable to God.

To summarize:

· Cain didn’t come to God admitting he was a sinner.

· He came to God in his own way, according to his own ideas, and not in the way which God had commanded.

· Cain did not believe God.

· He did not trust in the way, which God had told them to come.

· That is why God rejected him.  (Again, it was because of Abel’s faith for his offering and unbelief for Cain’s offering.)

· Compare this with the way God responded to Adam and Eve’s attempt to make clothing for themselves.  God showed them that they couldn’t make themselves acceptable to God by anything that they could do.  God is the same today – He still stipulates the only way anyone can come to Him.  
Act 4:12  And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."

Tree example:

A branch is dead after it has been separated from the life it receives from the tree.  If you tied the dead branch on to the tree, would it come back to life?  No.  Many people spend time trying to “reattach” themselves to their spiritual life – God.  Religious activities like – going to church, doing “good deeds,” being a “good person,” etc…  Being born sinners, we are all “detached” from out source of life – God.

F. God reasoned with angry Cain.

Gen 4:6  The LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 

Gen 4:7  If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it."
· Even though Cain refused to believe God and deliberately went his own way, God reasoned with him.

Because of God’s love and mercy, He talked to Cain and tried to get him to come to God in the right way.

God wanted Cain to know that he, too, would be accepted if he came as his brother came, believing God’s Word, and trusting in God and His promise of the Deliverer.

Pro 1:23  If you turn at my reproof, behold, I will pour out my spirit to you; I will make my words known to you.

G. Cain refused to listen to God, and he killed Abel.

Gen 4:8  Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.

Cain would not listen to God.  He was listening to Satan, just as his mother and father had done in the garden.

· Note: Many people today are just like Cain; they refuse to listen to God, and they end up hurting others.  Sometimes the results are less violent – it may only show in bitter attitudes or selfish actions.  But the result is always tragic and hurtful to others.

Who was leading Cain?  To whom was Cain listening?  Who do you think put it into Cain’s mind to kill his brother?

· Satan

· 1Jo 3:12  We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous.
H. God’s judgment on Cain.

Gen 4:9  Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" He said, "I do not know; am I my brother's keeper?"


Although God asked this question, He already knew that Cain had killed Abel.

· God saw him do it

· God is everywhere and knows everything.

· Pro 15:3  The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.
Gen 4:10  And the LORD said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me from the ground. 

Gen 4:11  And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. 

Gen 4:12  When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth." 

Gen 4:13  Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is greater than I can bear. 

Gen 4:14  Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me." 

Gen 4:15  Then the LORD said to him, "Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold." And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him.


God is the avenger of all sin.

· All sin against other people is also sin against God.

· God is the Creator of all people; therefore He punishes anyone who says or does anything harmful to another person.
This doesn’t mean that God will immediately avenge all evil, but the payment for all sin must be paid to God.

· The wages of sin is death.

· No other payment is acceptable.
Giving money to a charity, church, etc… won’t pay for sin.

Gen 4:16  Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.


Cain still would not listen to God

· He went away from God, following Satan’s ways.

Cain would not repent; He refused to change his attitude toward God and toward his sin.

I. Cain’s descendants were materialistically minded.

Gen 4:17-24


Cain’s descendants followed his example.

· They lived without thinking about God.

· Instead, they filled their lives with material things.  They built towns, raised cattle, and made tools and musical instruments.  Note:  there is nothing wrong with these things – what is wrong is that they concerned themselves with these things and excluded God.
· They filled their minds and time the things they wanted to do.  They had not interest or time for God.

· They were under Satan’s control.

J. God gave Seth to replace Abel.

Gen 4:25  And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, "God has appointed for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him."


God gave Adam and Eve another child in place of Abel who was killed by Cain.

In the garden, God had promised that He would send a Deliverer who would overcome Satan.

· This one would have come through the line of Abel who had trusted in God.

· But Satan guided Cain to kill Abel.

· Satan tried in every way to hinder God’s plan to send the Deliverer.

Seth was also born separated from God, but he trusted in God just as Abel did.

God planned that the Deliverer would come into the world through the line of Seth.

