Lesson 12: God’s Provision and Judgment; The Birth of Cain and Abel


Review:


God’s omniscience:  He saw Adam and Eve


God’s love:  He called out to Adam


God’s holiness:  He cursed the serpent, Adam and Eve, and the ground


Man’s sin:  All men are descendants of Adam; therefore, all sin


God’s grace:  He promised to send a Deliverer

A. Introduction
Students of history tell us that knowing what happened in the past gives us insight and understanding into what is going on today. 

The events recorded in Genesis 3 affected all of mankind – you and me.

B. God refused the clothing which Adam and Eve had made.

Gen 3:21  And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

Remember that Adam and Eve tried to cover their nakedness:

Gen 3:7  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
God refused to accept the clothes, which Adam and Eve had made.

Why?

· He wanted to teach them that they couldn’t do anything to make themselves acceptable to God.

· God will not accept anything that is done according to man’s ideas.

· God only accepts whatever is done according to His way.

· No one can make himself acceptable to God by what he does.

Isa 64:6  We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

Eph 2:8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 

Eph 2:9  not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Today we do things to try and make ourselves acceptable to God.  Some people go to church, or do good things to help make up for their wrongs they have done.

C. God killed animals.

The first death in the world was brought about by sin.

· God killed the animals

· God was reminding Adam and Eve that disobedience to Him brought death into the world.

Why did God kill the animals?

· To provide clothing for guilty Adam and Eve.

· Only God could supply them with clothing, which would make them acceptable to Him.

· Maybe this was an example of sacrificing for Adam and Eve to follow in the future.

D. God put Adam and Eve out of the garden, away from the tree of life.

Gen 3:22  Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever--" 

Gen 3:23  therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken.
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit said this to Adam and Eve.

· When God first made Adam and Eve, they didn’t know anything evil or bad (they only knew what was good).

· But when they disobeyed God, they found that not everything was good (because of Satan’s disobedience and influence).

As soon as Adam and Eve ate that fruit:

· They were filled with shame and fear.

· They knew that not everything was good – but that some things were evil.

Adam and Eve should have trusted God.

· God knew what was good and what was evil.

· Adam and Eve should have trusted Hem to tell them instead of finding out for themselves.

· God had given them every good thing to eat – He had even offered to them the opportunity to eat from the tree of life.

· But they had chosen to disobey God and to eat, instead, from the tree of knowledge of good and evil – the one tree God had forbidden them to eat.

· Now, because they had disobeyed God, He would not allow them to eat of the tree of life.

Consider:

Gen 3:22  Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever--"
This was actually an act of God’s mercy.

· God did not want men to physically live forever as sinners.  Can you imagine what the world would be like if all the evil men that ever lived were still alive today?

· By putting man outside of the garden, God allowed the consequence of sin to take its eventual toll, that is, death.

God is sovereign:

· God had put them in the garden and told them they could eat of the tree of life.

· Now that they were sinful, God put them out of the garden, away from the tree of life so they would die.

· Note:  When Satan sinned, God put him out of his wonderful position in Heaven.  Now, because of the God’s hatred for sin, He also put Adam and Eve out of the garden.

· God hates disobedience to His commands and will not allow any disobedient person to live with Him.

E. God put cherubim and a flaming sword to guard the way to the tree of life.

Gen 3:24  He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 

At the east of the garden of Eden, God put some of His good angels called cherubim and a sword of fire which turned every way to make sure that Adam and Eve could NOT return and eat the fruit from the tree of live.  

· If they had tried to go back, it appears that the angels of God would have killed them by the sword.

· There was nothing they could do.

· There was absolutely NO way they could get back to the tree of life.

F. God is the giver of life.

Gen 4:1  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, "I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD."
Eve said this because she knew that God is the giver of all life.

· God made Adam from the dust of the ground and breathed into him to give him life.

· God made Eve from Adam’s rib.

· God gives every person life.

· God gave your life to you.

· Psa 100:3  Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
· Act 17:25  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.
G. Cain and Abel were both born outside of the garden.

Gen 4:2  And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground.
Because Adam and Eve had sinned against God, they were put outside of the garden, away from the tree of life.

· Cain and Abel were born outside of the garden, away from the tree of life, because Adam their father was outside of the garden.

· Cain and Abel were born sinners because their father Adam was a sinner.

· Had Adam not sinned, Cain and Abel would have been born with the ability to know, love, and obey God.

· Instead, they were born under Satan’s control.

When God created Adam and Eve, they were perfect before God, and He loved and accepted them.

· If they had obeyed God, then they would have continued to live in the garden and eat of the tree of life.

· Their children would have been born perfect and would also have lived in the garden.

· They, too, would have loved God and been fully accepted by Him.

But because of Adam’s sin in eating the forbidden fruit, Cain and Abel were born sinners, separated from God, outside of the garden, and away from the tree of life.

· Not only was Adam the father of Cain and Abel, but he was also the father of the whole human race!

· Rom 5:12  Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned--
· Because Adam disobeyed God and was separated from Him, all people in this world are born sinners, cut off from God and with Satan as their father.

Satan has taken God’s place as our spiritual father.

· This means that we, too, just like Cain and Abel, were born unable to know, love, and obey God.

· From birth we are under Satan’s control.

· We were born sinners – separated from God.

Even though we are born sinners, it is God who has given us life.

· All life comes from God

· God owns all life.

· He created everyone and everything.

H. Conclusion

What we are reading from the Bible is true history.

· Adam and Eve were real people, and we are their descendants.

· God mentions their story and their names even in the New Testament.

· Adam and Eve’s sin affected all of us.

God has written these things for us so we can know Him.

Questions:

1. Why did God refuse the clothes, which Adam and Eve made?  Because God wanted to teach Adam and Eve that they couldn’t do anything to make themselves acceptable to God. 
2. What are some of the things you can think of that men do to try to make them acceptable to God?  Ex. Give to charities, going to church, helping others
3. Who is the only one who could make Adam and Eve acceptable to God?  God
4. Why did God kill animals to make clothing for Adam and Eve?  Because God was reminding Adam and Eve that the punishment for sin is death.
5. Why did God make them clothes?  Because, even though they had sinned, He still loved them, and He wanted to show them that He was the only one who could make them acceptable to Him.
6. In what way did Adam and Eve become like God after they ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?  They now knew that there was evil as well as good.
7. Why did God put Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden?  So that they wouldn’t be able to eat the fruit from the tree of life and live forever in sin.
8. How did God make sure they wouldn’t be able to return?  He placed angels called cherubim and a sword of fire flashing every direction to keep them away.
9. Where were Cain and Able born?  Outside the garden of Eden.
10. Why were Cain and Abel born sinners separated from God?  Because of the their father, Adam.
11. Why were we all born sinners and separated from God?  Because Adam is also our father.  
