Lesson 12: God’s Provision and Judgment; The Birth of Cain and Abel

A. Introduction
Students of history tell us that knowing what happened in the past gives us insight and understanding into what is going on today. 

The events recorded in Genesis 3 affected all of mankind – you and me.

B. God refused the clothing which Adam and Eve had made.

Gen 3:21  And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

Remember that Adam and Eve tried to cover their nakedness:

Gen 3:7  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
God refused to accept the clothes, which Adam and Eve had made.

Why?

C. God killed animals.

The first death in the world was brought about by sin.

Why did God kill the animals?

D. God put Adam and Eve out of the garden, away from the tree of life.

Gen 3:22  Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever--" 

Gen 3:23  therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken.
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit said this to Adam and Eve.

As soon as Adam and Eve ate that fruit:

Adam and Eve should have trusted God.

Consider:

Gen 3:22  Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever--"
This was actually an act of God’s mercy.
God is sovereign:

E. God put cherubim and a flaming sword to guard the way to the tree of life.

Gen 3:24  He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 

At the east of the garden of Eden, God put some of His good angels called cherubim and a sword of fire which turned every way to make sure that Adam and Eve could NOT return and eat the fruit from the tree of live.  

F. God is the giver of life.

Gen 4:1  Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, "I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD."
Eve said this because she knew that God is the giver of all life.

G. Cain and Abel were both born outside of the garden.

Gen 4:2  And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground.
Because Adam and Eve had sinned against God, they were put outside of the garden, away from the tree of life.

When God created Adam and Eve, they were perfect before God, and He loved and accepted them.

But because of Adam’s sin in eating the forbidden fruit, Cain and Abel were born sinners, separated from God, outside of the garden, and away from the tree of life.

Satan has taken God’s place as our spiritual father.

Even though we are born sinners, it is God who has given us life.
H. Conclusion

What we are reading from the Bible is true history.

· Adam and Eve were real people, and we are their descendants.

· God mentions their story and their names even in the New Testament.

· Adam and Eve’s sin affected all of us.

God has written these things for us so we can know Him.

Questions:

1. Why did God refuse the clothes, which Adam and Eve made?

2. What are some of the things you can think of that men do to try to make them acceptable to God?

3. Who is the only one who could make Adam and Eve acceptable to God?

4. Why did God kill animals to make clothing for Adam and Eve?

5. Why did God make them clothes?

6. In what way did Adam and Eve become like God after they ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?

7. Why did God put Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden?

8. How did God make sure they wouldn’t be able to return?

9. Where were Cain and Able born?

10. Why were Cain and Abel born sinners separated from God?

11. Why were we all born sinners and separated from God?

