Lesson 11: God’s Promise and Curse


Review:


We saw that Satan is God’s and our enemy.


Now we can recognize some of Satan’s schemes.


We can realize the need to know and believe God’s Word.


Lastly, we saw the terrible consequences of sin – separation from God.

A. Introduction

We are not just reading stories, we are learning about God.

· We are learning what He is like

· We are learning what He does 
· We are learning how He deals with man.
Keep in mind:

· God had created them – in His own image and for His glory.

· They belonged to Him

· He loved them

· He had given them everything they could ever need.

· He had warned them of the consequences of disobedience.

· They had chosen to disobey Him.

B. God called Adam

Gen 3:9  But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?"
Because Adam and Eve didn’t come to talk with God, God called out, “Adam, where are you?”

Why did God call out?

· Didn’t He know where they were hiding?

· Isn’t He everywhere?

· Wasn’t He there beside them among the trees?

· Couldn’t He see them all of the time?

Yes – to all these.

Why then did He call Adam?

· God called Adam because, although God intended to punish Adam and Eve for their sin, He still loved them.

· God was giving them the opportunity to agree with Him that they were wrong in believing Satan instead of Him.

· God was giving them the opportunity to agree that all He had said to them was the truth.

God has not changed; He still calls today even though we cannot hear His voice like Adam did.

· How does God call to us today?

· God calls us through all the things we can see around us.

· As we look at all the things on the earth and as we look and see the vastness of the sky and all the stars and think about the universe, remember that God is calling out to us, and He wants us to listen to Him.

Psa 19:1  To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

Psa 19:2  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

Psa 19:3  There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.

God calls to us because He wants us to know Him.

· The great variety and beauty and expanses of His creation should make us stop and think:  There is someone greater, wiser and more powerful than man.  We need to know Him.

· God is not only speaking to us through the things He has made; He is also calling us through His Word.

· The Bible is God’s message to each one of us.

C. Adam and Eve tried to hide from God.

Gen 3:10  And he said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself."

Adam and Eve were afraid of God because they had disobeyed His command.

· Just as children hide because they are afraid and ashamed (when they do something wrong), so Adam and Eve hid from God.

· They knew what they had done.

· They knew what God had told them would happen because of their sin.

D. God questioned Adam.

Gen 3:11  He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"
God questioned Adam and Eve in order to give them an opportunity to repent, that is, to change their minds and agree with God that they had done the wrong thing.

· God had the authority and power to question Adam and because He created Him.

Isa 43:7  …, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made." 

Act 17:25  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.
Heb 4:13  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
This verse describes Adam and Eve’s situation, and it also describes our situation right now.

· God sees everything.

· We must give account to Him for everything we have done.

E. Adam and Eve tried to hide from God.

Gen 3:12  The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate." 

Gen 3:13  Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."

Adam put the blame on Eve.


Eve blamed the serpent.

· But God already knew everything that had happened; nothing is hidden from Him.

· Young and old, we go to great lengths to try to avoid taking responsibility for our own sin.

· Note:  Man is sinner. He needs God and is helpless to save himself.  

· Note:  God is holy and righteous.  He demands death as the payment of sin.

F. God’s curse on the serpent

Gen 3:14  The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
God cursed the serpent because Satan had used it.

· God did not tell us what the was like before Satan used it to deceive Eve, but we know that it did not slide on its belly when God first created it.

· But now God said it must slide on its belly and eat dust.

· God knew it was Satan who spoke through the serpent to tempt Eve.

· God knows everything that Satan and his evil spirits think and plan to do,

God will punish Satan and all of his followers for all of their evil deeds and their disobedience to God.

G. The promised Seed of the woman

Once Adam and Eve disobeyed God and followed the advice of Satan, they were separated from God and controlled by Satan.

Eph 2:1  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 

Eph 2:2  in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience--
· They were no longer children of God.

· They were Satan’s children.

Satan had become the god of this world.

· Joh 12:31  Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.
· The meaning of it may be thus expressed: “Now is approaching the decisive scene, the eventful period - the crisis - when it shall be determined who shall rule this world. There has been a long conflict between the powers of light and darkness between God and the devil. Satan has so effectually ruled that he may be said to be the prince of this world; but my approaching death will destroy his kingdom, will break down his power, and will be the means of setting up the kingdom of God over man.” The death of Christ was to be the most grand and effectual of all means that could be used to establish the authority of the law and the government of God,
· 2Co 4:4  In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
· At this point, Satan probably thought that he had beaten God and that he would now have complete control of the world and all people.

· But no one can win against God.

God promised that He would send a Deliverer who would overcome Satan and deliver mankind from his power.

Gen 3:15  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."  


God planned that the promised Deliverer would be the child of a virgin woman.

· Notice that it does not say “their” offspring, but “her” offspring (there is no mention of man in this verse).

· Isa 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
· Luk 1:27  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary.
When we read of bruising (breaking) the “head,” this is a picture of bruising the leadership or authority of a great power.

shûph

shoof
A primitive root; properly to gape, that is, snap at; figuratively to overwhelm: - break, bruise, cover.

· When the head is crushed, the rest of the body cannot survive.

· But the one whose “heel” is bruised survives, even though wounded.

Note:  The Deliverer would fight against Satan and the Deliverer would overcome him.  Satan would fight against the Deliverer and wound Him, but Satan would not be able to overpower Him.  This promised one would destroy Satan and deliver mankind from Satan’s power so man would again be in oneness with God.


Now we see that God is gracious and merciful.

Psa 145:8  The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Grace:  is giving us the good things we need but do not deserve to have.  It’s God’s kindness poured out on undeserving people.


Mercy:  is not giving us any of the punishment we deserve.

Note:  We know what we have learned about God that He always punishes sin.  But in His great love, God promised to make a special way out by sending a Deliverer so that man could be saved from the punishment he deserved.

H. God’s curse on the woman

Gen 3:16  To the woman he said, "I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."

Because of Eve’s disobedience:

· She and all future mothers would suffer in childbirth.

· Her husband would have authority over her.

I. God’s curse on the man and on the earth

Gen 3:17  And to Adam he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 

Gen 3:18  thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 

Gen 3:19  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return."

Adam had foolishly listened to Eve instead of obeying what God had said to him.

· Adam knew what God had said.

· But he was willing to follow Eve’s suggestion rather than to do what he knew to be God’s will.

Note: We need to be sure that we are believing God instead of believing men.  As we learned before, Satan often speaks his lies to us through people; and he tries to make those lies seem very attractive.

Because Adam and Eve listened to Satan, God said that, from that time on, the ground would be cursed.

· Before Adam’s sin, everything grew without hard work.

· When Adam sinned, God cursed the earth – this made Adam’s work difficult.

· All bad things in the world exist because of disobedience to God.

Why should man’s sin have affected all creation?

· God had made the earth for man

· Now man had rejected God’s love for him.

· Part on the consequences was that man would no longer live in a perfect environment.

We live in a world that still suffers from that curse.

· We constantly struggle against sickness, pain, weakness, pain in childbearing, hard work, weeds, sorrow, grief and death.

· None of these things were in the world before Adam and Eve sinned.

Adam’s body must die, just as God had said.

· God had made Adam from the dust of the ground

· Because of sin, God told Adam that his body must die and go back again to the earth.

When He created Adam and Eve, God did not intend for them to die.

· But now Adam and Eve must die because of their disobedience to God.

· The punishment for sin is death:  physical, and separation from God.

J. Adam and Eve are the parents of all people

Gen 3:20  The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.
Even though people have different colors of skin, we all originally came from the same parents, Adam and Eve.

· This is one point we would agree with evolutionists on – all the races of humans coming from one original race.

Act 17:26  And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 

All people in every country die because we are all the descendants of Adam.

Rom 5:12  Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned--
K. Conclusion

The Devil did not “make them do it.”

· Adam and Eve knew what God had said.

· But they disobeyed Him anyway.

Think about the tremendous love that God had poured out upon Adam and Eve.

· He created everything good and beautiful and useful for them.

· He created and gave them life.

· He told them everything that they needed to know.

Think of the horribleness of their sin and our sin in the face of our holy God.

But think of the grace that God displayed in His promise to send a Deliverer.


