Lesson 11: God’s Promise and Curse

A.  Introduction

We are not just reading stories, we are learning about God.

B.  God called Adam

Gen 3:9  But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?"
Why did God call out?

God has not changed; He still calls today even though we cannot hear His voice like Adam did.

· How does God call to us today?

Psa 19:1  To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

Psa 19:2  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

Psa 19:3  There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.


God calls to us because He wants us to know Him.

C. Adam and Eve tried to hide from God.

Gen 3:10  And he said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself."

Adam and Eve were afraid of God because they had disobeyed His command.

D. God questioned Adam.

Gen 3:11  He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?"
God questioned Adam and Eve in order to give them an opportunity to repent, that is, to change their minds and agree with God that they had done the wrong thing.

Heb 4:13  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
This verse describes Adam and Eve’s situation, and it also describes our situation right now.

E. Adam and Eve tried to hide from God.

Gen 3:12  The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate." 

Gen 3:13  Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."

Adam put the blame on Eve.


Eve blamed the serpent.

F. God’s curse on the serpent

Gen 3:14  The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
God cursed the serpent because Satan had used it.

God will punish Satan and all of his followers for all of their evil deeds and their disobedience to God.

G. The promised Seed of the woman

Once Adam and Eve disobeyed God and followed the advice of Satan, they were separated from God and controlled by Satan.

Satan had become the god of this world.

God promised that He would send a Deliverer who would overcome Satan and deliver mankind from his power.

Gen 3:15  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."  


God planned that the promised Deliverer would be the child of a virgin woman.

When we read of bruising (breaking) the “head,” this is a picture of bruising the leadership or authority of a great power.


Now we see that God is gracious and merciful.

Psa 145:8  The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
Grace:

Mercy:  
H. God’s curse on the woman

Gen 3:16  To the woman he said, "I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you."

Because of Eve’s disobedience:

I. God’s curse on the man and on the earth

Gen 3:17  And to Adam he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 

Gen 3:18  thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 

Gen 3:19  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return."

Adam had foolishly listened to Eve instead of obeying what God had said to him.

Because Adam and Eve listened to Satan, God said that, from that time on, the ground would be cursed.

Why should man’s sin have affected all creation?

We live in a world that still suffers from that curse.

Adam’s body must die, just as God had said.

When He created Adam and Eve, God did not intend for them to die.

J. Adam and Eve are the parents of all people

Gen 3:20  The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.
Even though people have different colors of skin, we all originally came from the same parents, Adam and Eve.


All people in every country die because we are all the descendants of Adam.

K. Conclusion

The Devil did not “make them do it.”

Think about the tremendous love that God had poured out upon Adam and Eve.

Think of the horribleness of their sin and our sin in the face of our holy God.

But think of the grace that God displayed in His promise to send a Deliverer.

