Lesson 7:  God Placed Adam in Eden
A. Introduction

Have you ever started something and not finished it?

· Can you think of something you started and didn’t finish?

Why didn’t you finish what you started?

· You changed your mind

· You lost interest

· You ran out of time.

· You ran out of money.

· Etc…

God is not like us.  He never gives up on what He plans to do.  He does not change His mind and then decide He will do something different.

B. God finished making all He had planned.

Gen 2:1  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.


God finished all that He planned to do.

We change our minds and we change our plans, but it is never that way with God.


Nothing and no one can hinder God from doing all He plans to do.

· No human can hinder God

· Satan cannot stop God
· God is greater than all.
Therefore, when God promises to do something, we can be confident that He will do it.

Isa 46:10  declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,' 

Isa 46:11  calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have purposed, and I will do it.
Isa 55:8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 

Isa 55:9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Isa 55:10  "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

Isa 55:11  so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
C. God rested from His work of creation on the seventh day.

Gen 2:2  And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 

Gen 2:3  So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.
God finished in six days all He planned to do, so on the seventh day, He rested from His work of creating.

· God actually demonstrated that it was all created – His word was final.  The word “rest” is associated with completion / not being tired.

Isa 40:28  Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.

God rested from creating because He saw that all His work that He had planned to do was finished.

D. Mist, not rain, watered the Earth.

Gen 2:4  These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens. 

Gen 2:5  When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up--for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, 

Gen 2:6  and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground-

These verses teach us something very interesting about the beginning.

· When God first created everything, He did not water the earth by giving rain.

· Instead, He watered it by mist, which came up from the earth.
· * This explanation is necessary preparation for the story of the flood and the first rain seen by man.  Heb 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen,
E. God planted a garden.

Gen 2:7  then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 

Gen 2:8  And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.
Because God loved Adam very much, God planted a beautiful garden especially for Adam.

God included in that garden all the vegetables and fruit trees that Adam needed to keep him happy, strong, and healthy.

Who do you put a lot of effort into to make something lovely?  Wives put effort into the house and meal, because she loves their family.  Husbands work hard on projects, because he loves his family.  A child works hard on that special card, because he loves his family. 

God planted a beautiful garden for Adam, because He loved him.

F. God put Adam in the garden.

Gen 2:8  And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.


When God had the garden ready, He took Adam and put him there.

· God didn’t ask Adam if he wanted to live there

· God just took Adam and put him in the garden called Eden.

Why could God do this?

· Because God created man, He had the right to put him where He wanted him and to tell him what to do.

· Example:  The maker of something (i.e. a piece of furniture) is considered the owner of it.  Who owned Adam?  God did, because God made him.

God is the owner of all things.

· He has the right to do what He wishes with us and with all the other things that He has made.

· He has the right to tell us what to do.

· God created Adam, so Adam belonged to God.

1Ch 29:11  Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. 

1Ch 29:12  Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.

Psa 100:3  Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
God told Adam to take care of the garden, but Adam didn’t need to work hard because everything was perfect.

G. The tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

Gen 2:9  And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

God planted two very important trees in the middle of the garden: the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.


God was Adam’s source of life.

· God wanted Adam to have what was good.

· Adam was dependent upon God for everything.

· God wanted to guide Adam in every choice and decision.

God clearly instructed Adam.

· When God put Adam in the garden, God did not leave it up to Adam to decide which things were right and which were wrong to do.

· God spoke to Adam and told him what he must not do or he would surely die.

· God had an endless variety of trees for Adam – only one was denied to Adam – the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

God clearly instructs us.

· God is still the same today.

· God has not left us to decide for ourselves what is right and what is wrong.

· God has given us the Bible so we can know what pleases and displeases Him.

Psa 119:104  Through your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way. 

Psa 119:105  Nun. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
God knew what was best for Adam.

· Adam didn’t know anything that was evil or bad because God had given him everything that was good,

Adam had a choice about whether or not to obey God.

· Adam could choose to obey God and eat only what God had said was good, knowing that God’s choice was the best for him.

· He could eat of the tree of life and live forever.

· But if Adam disobeyed God and ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, it would be because Adam had decided that he wanted to be independent of God.

· From the time he ate, he would not only know what was good but he would also know what was evil.

· Instead of God telling him what was good and what was evil, he would have decided to choose for him.

Deu 30:19  I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 

Deu 30:20  loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them."
The results of disobedience:

· If he disobeyed God and wanted to be independent of God, then the result would be death, separation from God.

Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
H. Death is the punishment for disobedience to God.

God is holy and righteous. He demands death as the payment for sin.

Gen 2:17  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."

· Until this time, Adam had only experienced good things because it was God who had provided everything for Adam.

· But now, God warned him very clearly that, if he wanted to be independent of God and disobey Him by eating the forbidden fruit, then he would also come to know what is evil.

· Adam would die.

What did God mean when He told Adam that he would die?

1. Separation from God – death of a relationship.

Adam would be separated from God.

· Do you remember what happened to Satan and the angels when they sinned?

· They were cut off from God’s love and friendship.

Isa 14:13  You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 

Isa 14:14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.' 

Isa 14:15  But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit.

2Pe 2:4  For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment;
God warned Adam that, if he disobeyed His command, he would no longer be God’s friend.

· Adam would become God’s enemy as Satan had.

· Adam would die

· Adam would be separated from God, the source of life and all that is good.

2. Separation from the body – death of the physical body.

On that day, Adam would be cut off from God who was the source of his life.

· God didn’t mean that Adam would die physically the day he ate the fruit.

· Demonstration: A branch broken off from a tree.

· What happens to the branch?  It doesn’t die immediately – the leaves stay green for a few days.  But because it has been separated from the tree, it cannot receive what it needs to deep it alive.  It has been cut off from its source of life – it will wither and dry up.  That’s what God meant would happen to Adam – he would be immediately cut off from God (the source, giver and sustainer of life).

· When a person dies, he is separated from his body.  A person’s spirit and soul (the part of him which cannot be seen) leave his body and so he dies.

Mat 27:50  And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

Joh 19:30  When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, "It is finished," and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
3. Separation forever in the Lake of Fire – death of future joys which God had planned for Adam.

If Adam disobeyed God, then not only would his body die, but he would also eventually go to the Lake of Fire.

· If Adam chose to disobey, he would be choosing Satan’s “reward” instead of enjoying the wonderful things God had in store for him.

Summary:
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I. God’s position of authority over Adam.

God is sovereign; He had the right to tell Adam what to do.

· God made Adam and gave him his life.

· Adam belonged to God.

Psa 24:1  A Psalm of David. The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein,
God told Adam what to do because God is loving.

· God wanted to enjoy Adam’s love and friendship.

· God only wanted what was best for Adam.

32:8  I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 

Psa 32:9  Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay near you. 

Psa 32:10  Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.
God had the right to tell Adam what to do because God knows everything.

· God knew what was best for Adam.

· God knew that, if Adam ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, he would be separated from God.

· God still knows what is best for us today!

Psa 19:7  The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 

Psa 19:8  the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 

Psa 19:9  the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. 

Psa 19:10  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Psa 19:11  Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 

J. Conclusion:

Psa 119:73  Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me understanding that I may learn your commandments. 

Pro 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.


This kind of fear is not the same kind of fear with which we fear evil; rather it is the sense of awe and overwhelming respect that comes from realizing who God is.

· God is sovereign over all.

· God is our Creator.

· God is our owner.

· God is the all-knowing and all-powerful one.

· God is the holy and righteous one who demands death as the payment for sin.

Questions:

1. Why did God rest on the seventh day?  Because all His work of creating things was finished.

2. Did God send rain to water the plants when the earth was first created?  No, God watered the plants by mist, which rose up from the earth.

3. For whom did God plant the Garden of Eden?  For Adam

4. Of the trees planted in the garden, how many was Adam allowed to eat the fruit of?  All but one – the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

5. What did God say would happen to Adam if he ate of the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?  Adam would die

6. What did God mean when He described what would happen to Adam? 
a. man would be immediately separated form God, the source of his life. 

b. His body would die when his soul and spirit were separated from his body.

c. Man’s  body, soul, and spirit would be separated form God forever in the place which God prepared for Satan and his demons.

THE PENALTY FOR SIN IS DEATH.





Separation from God.


Separation from the body.


Separation from God forever in the Lake of Fire.








