Lesson 6:  God Created Man

A. Introduction

We have come to the climax of the creation story.

· God spoke into being the heavens and the earth

· God had not done all this for Himself; God doesn’t need anything!

· Why, then, had God created all these things?

B. The earth finally prepared for man
God had done all of this marvelous work of creation because He is sovereign and chose to do it for His glory.

Rev 4:11  "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created."

God had lovingly, carefully, perfectly created everything in preparation for His final creation: man.

Isa 45:18  For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): "I am the LORD, and there is no other.

C. God’s plan to create man in the image of God

Gen 1:26  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."

To whom do you think God was speaking to when He said.  “…let us make man in our image…”?

God is sovereign – He alone decided how all things would be made.

God made man in His image so that:

D. What does it mean that man was made in the image of God?

What does it mean when God tell us here in His Word that the first man was made in God’s image?

· We know it is not talking about our bodies.

· Rather, God was referring to the part which cannot be seen 
God planned that the unseen part of man would have a mind, emotions, and a will, created in the image of God.


Man’s mind – his intellect

· Because God has a mind, He planned to make people with a mind that had the ability to know God, think like God, and reason like God.


Man’s emotions – his feelings

· The Bible shows us that God has emotions.  He is compassionate, tender, and angry at injustice.  He loves, hates, feels sadness, and also feels joy and happiness.

· We can readily see in God that emotions are good.

Man’s will – his ability to choose.

· Besides having a mind and feelings, God also has a will, He is able to decide that He will do something or that He will not do it.

Summary:

· Man was given a mind to hear and understand God’s communication with him, to think through what God had told him, to learn the true character of God, and to communicate with God in return

· Man was given emotions to respond to God out of love and devotion.

· Man was given a will so he could choose to carry out God’s plans, not as a “robot,” but as one who has listened to God, loved God, and has chosen to obey God.

E. The creation of Adam

Gen 1:27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

Gen 2:7  then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.
· God created man first, and then, after man was living, God made a wife for the man on the same day
God named the man “Adam,” which means, “man.”

After God had made every part of man’s body, the man still didn’t have life.

God alone could put life into Adam

Deu 30:20  loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them."
Job 12:10  In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.

Act 17:25  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.
F. Adam was the first and only man God created from the ground.

Gen 2:7  then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.


Adam was the first and only man that God created from the ground.

Adam is the ancestor of ALL people
Act 17:26  And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,

G. Man placed as manager over the earth.

Gen 1:28  And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 

Gen 1:29  And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 

Gen 1:30  And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so.

God put man in charge of the earth and everything in it.

God desired to help man learn to take care of all the responsibilities God had given him.

Why was God the only one who had the authority to give man control over the earth and everything in it?

H. Everything God made was good.

Gen 1:31  And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Because God is perfect and good, everything He created was absolutely right and beautiful.

Psa 18:30  This God--his way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him.

Psa 93:5  Your decrees are very trustworthy; holiness befits your house, O LORD, forevermore.

Isa 6:3  And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!"

Jam 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
I. Conclusion

God is sovereign.

He is the great and only Creator of all things; therefore, He is the owner of all things.

He made the first man from the dust of the earth.

He created man in His own image, giving man;

· A mind so he could know God

· Emotions so he could love God

· A will so he could choose to obey God


Adam, the first man, is the ancestor of all humans everywhere.

As Creator and owner of man, God gave man the responsibility of being manager over the earth.

Questions:

1. For whom did God prepare the earth? 
2. What great difference was there between the creation of man and that of the animals?  
3. What does it mean that God made man in His image

4. Who is the forefather of all humans?  

5. After God created Adam, what did he give him control of?  

