Lesson 5:  God Created the Heavens and the Earth – Part 2
A. Introduction

In our last lesson, we began to study what the Bible says about God in His mighty acts of creation.

· We discussed the fact that the Bible presents God’s true record of creation.

It is not a theory

It is the truth

It has not and will not change

· We discussed the fact that the account of creation helps us see who God is.

The sovereign Creator

The all-powerful God

The God who exists by his own power

The holy and perfect God

· And we discussed the events of the first two days of creation.

God created light just by speaking

He created the air and the sky and placed some water above the sky.

Again, all the creating was done by speaking / this demonstrates His power. 

And all was done “right” the first time (all was good).  Vs the human craftsman who can always find a flaw or a way to improve.

Now we will read how God made the land and the seas and filled them with living creatures.

B. The third day: Dry land, ocean, and all plants created.  Gen 1:9-13

Gen 1:9  And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. 

Gen 1:10  God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 


God gathered the waters into seas and made the dry ground appear.

Psa 95:5  The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.

Job 38:8  "Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, 

Job 38:9  when I made clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

Job 38:10  and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, 

Job 38:11  and said, 'Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed'? 
Compare what God did with how much effort it takes us to control one river (building the Hoover Dam)

· Construction period: April 20. 1931- March1, 1936 

· Construction cost: $49 million ($676 million adjusted for infaltion) 

· Deaths attributed to construction: 96 

· Dam height: 726.4 ft - second highest dam in the United States. 

· Dam length: 1244 ft 

· Dam thickness: 660 ft (200 m) at its base; 45 ft (15 m) thick at its crest. 

· Concrete: 4.36 million yd3                      The Bureau of Reclamation engineers calculated that if the dam were built in a single continuous pour, the concrete would have gotten so hot that it would have taken 125 years for the concrete to cool to ambient temperatures

Gen 1:11  And God said, "Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth." And it was so. 

Gen 1:12  The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Gen 1:13  And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.


God made all of the plants and trees.

· God alone has the knowledge and power to create plant life.

The more scientist study plant life, the more complexities they discover

· Why did God create flowers, trees, and plants?

Did God need them?


God is independent of all things.


God doesn’t need anything.


God made the plants life for man, whom He was going to create next.



God made plants to meet our physical needs.



To provide food for us – all food originates from plants!



To give off oxygen for us to breathe

God made the plants to delight us with His love for us.

He didn’t have to make such a variety of colors, sizes, shapes, flavors, and fragrances.

God could have made everything black and white, and without taste.

A few varieties of plants would have met our needs.

· Everything that God created on this day was good.

All the plants were created perfectly (beneficial, lovely, etc…)

Vegetables and fruit did not get diseases or spoil

 

In latter lessons we’ll see why things are different now

Gen 1:31  And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

C. The fourth day: Sun, moon, and stars created.  Gen 1:14-19

In light of new powerful telescopes, controlled radio beams, space travel – we are learning that we know very little about this solar system, even less about our galaxy the Milky way, etc…  We can’t begin to fathom the immensity of the universe.  For example, light (traveling at 186,000 miles/second, takes several years to reach us from the nearest stars outside of our solar system.

Gen 1:14  And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 

Gen 1:15  and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 

Gen 1:16  And God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. 

Gen 1:17  And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 

Gen 1:18  to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 

Gen 1:19  And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 


God spoke, and the sun, moon, and stars came into being.

Psa 33:6  By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth all their host.

Isa 40:26  Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing.

· Only God has the power to create such vastness.

God created even the most remote galaxies and stars – He created everything.

How could God have gotten to all those places that are countless light years apart?

Jer 23:23  "Am I a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a God afar off? 

Jer 23:24  Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD.
· Distance is no problem for God.

· God is everywhere

Although God is present everywhere in the universe, He is distinct from it.

Pantheistic religions teach that God is in everything and everything is God.

· The idea that God is everything and everything is God is a concept totally foreign to Scripture.

· There is one God, not many “gods.”

· The Bible refers to the universe and everything in it as God’s creation, not as part of His being.

God never changes, nor do the laws of His creation.

Has there ever been a day in your life when the sun didn’t rise and set?  How about the moon?  Did you know that calendars and tidal charts cane be made years in advance because the movement and position of the moon and earth and sun are completely predictable?

Psa 104:19  He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting.


We need to watch this display and listen to the message God is sending us.

Psa 19:1  To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

Psa 19:2  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 

Psa 19:3  There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.


We need to watch this display and listen to the message God is sending us!

D. The fifth day: All sea life and birds created.  Gen 1:20-23

Gen 1:20  And God said, "Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens." 

Gen 1:21  So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Gen 1:22  And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 

Gen 1:23  And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 


Imagine the beauty that suddenly filled the water and the skies.

Just as He had done in His creation of plant life, God made numerous kinds of water creatures and birds with countless, colorful designs and shapes.

Again, why did God create such variety and beauty?

He did it to show His love to us.

He did it to show us His creative power and understanding.

Psa 104:24  O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.


God made these wonderful things by His great power and understanding.


Compare:  Can we make even one common sparrow?


Even the tiniest, most ordinary creatures are God’s creation and are incredibly complex.

Michael Denton:  “Molecular biology has shown that even the simplest of all living systems on earth today, bacterial cells, are exceedingly complex objects.  Although the tiniest bacterial cells are incredibly small, weighing less than 10-12 grams, each one is in effect a veritable micro pieces of intricate molecular machinery far more complicated than any machine built by man and absolutely without parallel in the nonliving world.”

E. The sixth day:  The creation of the animal world.  Gen 1:24,25

Gen 1:24  And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds--livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds." And it was so. 

Gen 1:25  And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

God created an unbelievable number and variety of animals.

God created each kind of animal with unique characteristics, and each kind of animal is capable of reproducing only with other animals like itself.

Again, what we see written in the Bible matches up with what we see today – Only members of a species can produce offspring (that are fertile).

F. Conclusion

We are daily surrounded by evidences of:

· God’s existence

· God’s infinite power and knowledge

· God’s love

· God’s orderliness

· God’s holiness

We can learn a great deal about God by observing the things He has made, but our true understand of Him and how He created everything must be based on what God has told us in His Word.

Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 

this therefore must refer to the material creation: and as the word is used in the plural number, it may comprehend, not only the earth and visible heavens, but the whole planetary system; the different worlds which, in our system at least, revolve round the sun. The apostle states that these things were not made out of a pre-existent matter; for if they were, that matter, however extended or modified, must appear in that thing into which it is compounded and modified, consequently it could not be said that the things which are seen are not made of the things that appear; and he shows us also, by these words, that the present mundane fabric was not formed or reformed from one anterior, as some suppose. According to Moses and the apostle we believe that God made all things out of nothing. See the note on Gen_1:1, etc.

At present we see trees of different kinds are produced from trees; beasts, birds, and fishes, from others of the same kind; and man, from man: but we are necessarily led to believe that there was a first man, who owed not his being to man; first there were beasts, etc., which did not derive their being from others of the same kind; and so of all manner of trees, plants, etc. God, therefore, made all these out of nothing; his word tells us so, and we credit that word.

Questions:

1. Why was God able to command the ocean to go back and stay where He wanted it?  Because He is all-powerful and He created the oceans.
2. Why did God created everything beautiful, and why did He create water and all the different kinds of fruit and vegetables to eat? Because He is loving and kind – for us.
3. What did God say about all of the things which He created?  He said they were good.
4. Why was God able to create all things perfectly?  Because He is perfect
5. How was God able to create such a vast universe, with so many stars, so far apart?  He’s all-powerful, and He’s everywhere at the same time.
6. Why did God create the sun to rise and set each day and the moon and the stars to follow the same path every year?  He’s a God of order.  To give us the days, months, seasons, and years (to give us order in our lives).
