Lesson 4:  God Created the Heavens and the Earth – Part 1

A. Introduction  

Big bang?  Darwin/evolution?  Creation?

We will examine what God has told us in the Bible about creation.



Genesis has often been criticized as being a book of myths
B. "In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth"  Gen 1:1


The word "genesis" means "beginnings" or "origins"

Heb 11:3  By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 

How is it possible for God to make the heavens and the earth out of nothing?

Jer 32:17  'Ah, Lord GOD! It is you who has made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard for you.

How did God know how to make the heavens and earth?

Rom 11:33  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

Rom 11:34  "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?" 


Why did God create the heavens and the earth?

Isa 45:18  For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): "I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

Isa 43:7  everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made." 
Psa 19:1  To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
C. The earth, when it was first created.  Gen 1:2

Gen 1:2  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 


The earth was formless and empty

The earth was covered with water

D. God was ready to create everything.

God is all-powerful, and He is about to unleash His mighty power to create.

· The Bible says that the Spirit of God “moved upon the face of the waters.”

E. The first day: Light created

Gen 1:3  And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.


Note – darkness is not the absences of light, God created it

Isa 45:7  I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the LORD, who does all these things.


The light that God made was very good.

Gen 1:4  And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.

We are not able to make anything perfect.

Everything God made was perfect because:

Psa 18:30  This God--his way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true;

Isa 6:3  And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!"
God divided the light from the darkness

Gen 1:5  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

F. The second day:  expanses created

One the second day, God created the air and the sky

Gen 1:6  And God said, "Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 

Gen 1:7  And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 

Gen 1:8  And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
G. Conclusion

Unlike man’s theories, God’s written account of creation has not changed.

Questions:

1. Who, in the beginning, created the heavens and the earth? 
2. What did God use to make the heavens and the earth?

3. What was the condition of the earth before God began to prepare it for people to live on it?  

4. What did God do in order to create everything?  

