Lesson 3:  God Created the Spirit Beings; Lucifer Rebelled

Intro – We will be looking at what took place BEFORE the physical world began.  God created more than what we see (visible and invisible).  

Col 1:16  For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through him and for him.
A. Introduction   Again, this is prior to the creation of the physical world.

Have you ever wondered:

· Where did the angels come from?

· What about Satan?

· What about demons?
In this lesson we are going to briefly study the creation of all of the spirit beings.  For our study we will simply present a summary of the basic truths (doctrine) about the spirits - future lessons may help clear up some issues.

B. God Created all of the spirits


The Bible refers to these spirit beings with many different terms:


Spirits



Powers


Angels



Principalities


Cherubim


Rulers in high places


Seraphim


Stars of morning stars    (Rev 22:16)


The host of the Lord

Host of Heaven


The context of each passage must be used to clarify its meaning.


All of the spirits were created

· Before the beginning, none of them were alive

· It was God who gave them life


Joh 1:3  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

Neh 9:6  "You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. 


God is greater than the spirits.

· He lived before them eternally

· He is the one who made them


God did not give the spirits material bodies when He created them.  

· Because they are spirits and do not have flesh and blood, they can move about wherever they want to.

· The spirits are NOT everywhere at the same time like God is (they can only be at one place at one time).

· Even though the spirits do not have material bodies like we do, they sometimes show themselves to people as human beings and may appear in other forms.

C. Spirits were created to serve God.

 
The spirits were all created by God to love and serve Him.

· In the beginning, all spirits were God's angels

· The word "angel" means "messenger" of "servant"

· Because God created them, they belong to Him

Psa 103:20 (The message)  So bless GOD, you angels, ready and able to fly at his bidding, quick to hear and do what he says. 
D. The spirits were created the way He wanted them to be made.


God created all the spirits perfectly; not one of them was evil or unkind.

Gen 1:31  And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

· God cannot create anything evil because God is holy

E. The spirits were created with great wisdom and strength.

They are unique and diverse, with a variety of functions.

Psa 103:20  Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice of his word! 

· Angels are very intelligent, but they are not all knowing like God is.

· Angels are stronger than we are, but not all-powerful like God.

· God is wiser and stronger than all the spirits!

F. The spirits are innumerable.

Rev 5:11  And I saw, and I heard a voice of many angels round about the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;   (more than I can count)

· Again, an almighty God created these.  Done by the word of His mouth

· They were given the freedom to choose.

G. The spirits lived in Heaven.


All spirits lived in Heaven with God in the beginning.

· Where is Heaven?

We don’t know where it is, but it’s not here on earth.


Heaven is God’s dwelling place.

Psa 11:4  The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD's throne is in heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test, the children of man.

· Although He is everywhere, all at the same time, heaven is His home.

H. Lucifer’s original position before God in Heaven

God didn’t create all the angels exactly the same; some were more beautiful, intelligent, and wise than others.

The greatest angel was called Lucifer.  (Which means “morning star”)

God gave Lucifer a very important position in Heaven

· He was given a place of great authority and power over the other angels.

· Eze 28:14  You were an anointed guardian cherub. I placed you; you were on the holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you walked.

He, like all of God’s creation, was created perfect.

· Eze 28:15  You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till unrighteousness was found in you.

I. Lucifer’s rebellion

Because Lucifer was created by God and given the highest position over all of the other angels, he should have loved, obeyed, and served God.

After time, Lucifer became very proud of his beauty, intelligence, and position.

Eze 28:17  Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to feast their eyes on you.


Here is more insight into Lucifer’s attitude.

Isa 14:13  You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 

Isa 14:14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'


Lucifer wanted to be like “the Most High.”

· He decided that he wanted to take over God’s position as the ruler of all things.

· Lucifer was the first one to do evil. (Evil is anything that is different from what God wants or agrees with)
If Lucifer was created perfect, how could he rebel?

· The Bible does not give a clear answer for this, but it does show many examples of the fact that God allows choices to be made regarding obedience and disobedience.

· Again, look at Isaiah 14:13-14

Isa 14:13  You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 

Isa 14:14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.'
· Lucifer’s rebellion was an act of the will, a conscious choice.

J. Other angels followed Lucifer in his rebellion.

Many of God’s angels followed Lucifer, their leader

· This point is made by deduction from the following scripture:

· Mat 25:41  "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
· Luk 8:30  Jesus then asked him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," for many demons had entered him.
· Eph 6:12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
· 2Pe 2:4  For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment;
K. God knew what Lucifer and the other spirits were thinking and planning.

God created all of the spirits, and He knew what they were thinking and planning.

Isa 14:13  You said in your heart, … 

· He knew that Lucifer had become proud and wanted to take the place of his Maker.

· God knew Lucifer’s thoughts and the thoughts of each of the rebellious spirits.
Nothing can be kept secret from God.

· Nothing can surprise God.

· He knows everything before it ever happens.
· He knows what we are going to think before the thought even comes into our minds.
· He knows everything.
Heb 4:13  And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.

L. God removed Lucifer and his followers from their position as God’s servants.

God would not allow Lucifer to take His position

God, in great anger, removed Lucifer from his important position of leadership over the angels.  God also removed the other angels who followed Lucifer.

· Isa 14:12  "How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! 

Isa 14:13  You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 

Isa 14:14  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.' 

Isa 14:15  But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit.

· Mat 25:41  "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
· 2Pe 2:4  For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment;
· Jude verse 6  And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day—
God dealt with the sin strictly and swiftly.  He can’t stand for sin, and He offers no second chances.

Satan still has access to God in Heaven but no longer resided there.

Job 1:6  Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 

Job 1:7  The LORD said to Satan, "From where have you come?" Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it."


The eventual punishment of Satan …
Mat 25:41  "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
· God is going to send Lucifer, and the other spirits which followed him, to the Lake of Fire to be punished forever.

· God will not tolerate disobedience to Him; God always punishes those who go against Him.

· Rev 20:10  and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
M. Lucifer and his angels hate God.

Right from the time when God removed them from His service until today, Lucifer and these other spirits have been fighting against God and everything He does.

Lucifer is now called Satan, which means “enemy, adversary, opponent, or accuser.”

His spirit followers are called demons.

· Satan fights against God day and night to try to stop the things God does.

· Satan’s demons help Satan in opposing God.

N. Conclusion

God is the supreme God and the Creator of everything seen and unseen.

Everything He does is perfect and holy.

He is greater than all created beings.

· God is greater than the angels

· God is greater than Satan and the demons

Questions:

1. Who is the only one who lived before the beginning?  God

2. Where did all the spirits come from?  They were all created.

3. Did God create all the spirits good, or did He create some good and some bad?  God created them all good.
4. Why did God create the spirits?  To be His servants.

5. Who was the most intelligent and beautiful angel created by God?  Lucifer

6. What position did God give Lucifer?  Leadership over all of the other angels.

7. What did Lucifer do?  He planned to be like God and to take God’s position.

8. Did God know what Lucifer and his followers were planning? Yes
9. What did God do?  He removed Lucifer and the angels who joined him in rebellion from their position as God’s servants.  He dealt with the sin quickly.

10. What place did God prepare as a punishment for Lucifer and his angels?  The Lake of Fire.

