Lesson 1: Introducing the Bible

Introduction – We are getting together to see what the message is in the Bible.

We read a lot of things

As for the Bible:  

What makes it so unique?






Where did we get it?






Why do we need to know what it says?


Many of us have a limited understanding of the entire message given the Bible.

· We get bogged down.

The Bible is not just a book of stories

· But it is the story of history as seen from God’s perspective.

We are going to look at the Bible chronologically ( the order in which events occurred).

· We will focus on the major / most significant themes.

· While focusing on redemption – God buying man back, to the purpose He wants for us.

Goal:


To build a solid foundation / for understanding the message of the Bible

· Like any book, to best understand it we need to start at the beginning.

· Also, as in building anything – the foundation is vitally important.

· We are going to be building the foundation “brick by brick” with each lesson – therefore it is important to attend as many of the lessons as possible.

NOTE – No matter where you are in the Bible, God always expects you to bring everything He has said up until that point!!!


Why devote time to this book (Bible)??

· Is it worth it?

· What makes it different from the other “good” religious books?

Can we agree on one point?

An absolute truth does exist.

· How we view truth will determine the extent we study the Bible.

· Today’s worldview – Truth is NOT absolute.  It is relative – no one has the right to you what is true.  What’s true for you might not be true for me.

Personal question:

· What is truth?  (Absolute or relative)

Example:  Peter Singer – at the time Princeton’s only full-time professor of bioethics.  He believes that parents should be allowed 28 days after the birth of a severely disabled baby to decide whether to kill it. 

Example:  Holocaust, do you believe the holocaust was right (morally correct)?  Is it correct because it was correct for Hitler?

Example:  Tribal people that kill a twin by putting a stick on his or hers neck because they believe the twin is an evil spirit.  Is that true because it’s true for them?

Example:  A relativist that says, “there are absolutely no absolutes.”


Can we agree that there are potentially absolute truths?

· What does this have to do with the Bible?

· If there is an absolute truth and the Bible claims to have it, we need to find what the absolute truth is.

The Bible is the only book to have all of the answers to the deep questions.


The Bible claims to be the word to God (not a human)

2Ti 3:16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,

2Pe 1:20  knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation.


God exist and He revealed Himself and His message

· The message is non-contradictory and completely true.

Psa 119:160  The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules endures forever.

God reveals truth to us not just for truths sake – but to set us free!

Joh 8:31  So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

Joh 8:32  and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
Claim of the Bible:


To be the truth and completely accurate.

· The Bible was written over a 1600 year period using over 40 men (coming from a wide variety of backgrounds – tax collector, murder, fishermen, etc…).

Conclusion 


If the Bible is absolute truth, then we owe it to ourselves to study it.


It could have eternal consequences.


The message – to get to know who God is!
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Madeleine Albright (right) listens to President Bush after a White House meeting this month that included former secretaries of state.
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LONDON, England (Reuters) -- U.S. President George W. Bush has alienated Muslims around the world by using absolutist Christian rhetoric to discuss foreign policy issues, former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright says.
"I worked for two presidents who were men of faith, and they did not make their religious views part of American policy," she said, referring to Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton, both Democrats and Christians.

"President Bush's certitude about what he believes in, and the division between good and evil, is, I think, different," said Albright, who has just published a book on religion and world affairs. "The absolute truth is what makes Bush so worrying to some of us."
